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25. jt Thing to be confidered in the Memoirs | 
of a great Man, is bis Family. 'That of St. 
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John more ancient than the Norman Con, 
gueſt. Titles of Honour frequent therein — 


before our Times, and tht ancient Barony of .Y 


Bletſho remaining, The Royal Houſe of | 
Tuther or Tudor, and the Family of Se, 


John deſcended from the ſame Lady. The 

Lord St. John killed on the Side of the Par- 

.  liament, and three Brothers of the ſame Fa- 
_ -mily, in the King's Service, during the civil 

War. Few Families more numerous of 


* - 1 


more flouriſbing than this. How the Branch 


E St. John of Batterſea is related tu the 


| Head of this Family. | by 
4 e 


LETTER . 


Hage, in having two Fathers to ſuperintend "2 


his Education. Improbable that be was bred. 
in Diſſenting Principles. Firſt brought up 
at Eaton, then at Oxford, Diſtingniſbeg 
early by his ſurprixiũg Parts, which were 


never impaired through bit whole Life. . 
Bleſſed with Faculties that ſeem oppoſite and * 


incompatible. His firſt Friendſhips (bew' 
be was in the Dawn of Life inclined to the 


4 2 ores: Hi 7 bb ack exempi from Fo es 


and what they were. Marries the Dough- 


iter and Cobeireſs ef Sir Henry Wincheſ⸗ 
3 » " + comb, deſcended from Jack of N ewbury. 
=; ds elefied Burgeſs for Wotton Baſſett, in the 


County of Wilts. Neceſſity. of forming @ 


2 . Judgment of Parties. 7 Fon 17 


IP WL RAT T BR: UI. 
| he af Meaning of the Words Foul * 


rial to the People. Title vo the Crown a 


tion. Diſputes nbout Liberty no way bene- | 


mere Cant-word of Faction. Reli igious Diſ- | 


3 r abiſed to the ſame End. Queen Eli- 
- "2abeth governed by balancing Factions. 
Fruadlions in Efe govern King James. How 
I the Conſtitution was overturned by them in 
E _ tbe Reign of Charles I. Succeſſion of Y- 
. © rannies weary the Nation into reſtoring it. 

-  \,. Hiſtory of Faction during the Reign of 
„ Charles 1.  . Digrefſion as to the Spirit of 
Animoſity againſt the French. Their Beha- 
. » viour to the Royal Family in Exile. Cajole 
32 oaſis II. into the Sale of Dunkirk, and 
I | then expoſe him, Deceive him, and ex- 
1 * 1 his SubjeBs till bis Death. . King 


* II. the Author of bis own Mi for- 


lunes at Home and. Abroad. 7 ook: his In- 
14 © ſtruments 


- 


er 


 Sraments of Maie-adminifration aut of lib 
Parties: | | Revolution. 4 lemporary Suſpen- 
fen of Parties, eobich revive wwith freſt Vi- 
Four, and difturb that whole Reign. Pull 
Proof of this from the Proceedings on the 


. Proceedings, and oli Concluſion of this | 


Diſcourſe, ©... 34 
Os PS - hy y E 1 | 


Partition Treaties. - Remarks upon thoſe * 


The Charafter o of Mr. St. n ohn not afteted b by be. 4 


bis ſetting out a Tory. The Houſe of Lords 
bange their Notions as to the Succeſſion of 
be Spaniſh Monarchy, Iuſiſt that the ſole 
Ae of fecuring the BA LANCE was 1 
" relfore it 10.the Houſe of Ruſtria. Charge 
on Mr. St: John, that be voted againſt the 
nova Succeſſion in 1702, which be de- 
Woſe who maintain that { Charge, re- 
3 to bis Defence, . Granting all they con- 
tend for will not fix the Charge. Mr, Mar- 
_*wayring's range Concſion on this Subject. 
Ae Burnet*s Account of the ſame Mal- 
der, Mr. St. John attends the Queen to 
Oxford, and is created Doctor of Laws, 
Tories refuſe to ſettle a Part of the Poſts 
Office Revenue on the Duke of Marlborough, 
Ns St John one of the Managers for the 
ä (EF W 


— 


a} 4% * * 1 Ty ST" 

© Honſeof Commens, e 

=> 1 for preventing Occaſional Conformity. 
Bu votes againi# tacking that Bill in an- 

- - notber Seffion. Earts of Rocheſter an Not- 

| eingham refign, which occaſions ſome Chan- 

Ses. Henry St. John, Eis made Secretary 

at War, and of the Marinen. Page 11 


LETTER 0 x 
Ar. St. John becomes Secretary at War, and 
of the Marines, by bis Credit and, Figure in 
the Houſe of Commons. Had a great Share 

An the Management of Mair, in that Houſe 

during the Seffion in Anno Dom. 170g. 

©, The Tories out of Power become zealaus for 

be Houſe of Hanover, and inſolent toward, 

Queen ANNE. Mr. Secretary Harley 

and Mr. St. John keep Things, notwith- 

Kanding, quiet in the Houſe of Commons. 

be Parliament and the Adminiftration, as 

| - - modelled in 1706, pronounced the very Best 

be ever ſaw, by Biſhop Burnet. Our Suc- 

cet in the Field inſpires the French' with 

Moderation, and extinguiſhes our own, The 

, Unreaſenableneſs of this Spirit conſidered in 

8 national Point of View. The Whigs re- 
Velvet. to puſh their Succeſs, and to ſeize the 

_ ddminifiration enti rely, The Face of Af- 

fairs 
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IL Eo (#9 * a new Parliament, 4 


in Aſuccints Account of Gregg*s Buftneſs, + 
and the Refienation of Harley, St. John, 
- Manſel, Ge. What were ſaid 10 be the 

4 W Reaſons of driving theſe Gent!c- 

men ont, by the mo#t Intelligent amongit the 

246 © Whige thomſelves. The Falls which they 
*  affumed as indubitable, are at be very in- 

certain. Remark on the Den of 

(= Ppwer obtained by Faiion. Page 93 


ae 

The Mi Inidtry all of a Piece, and Sole 2 
50 be Unanimous Parliament. Their Proceed- © 
: 7 ings in reſpe to domeſtic Aﬀpairs, and the 3 
Cuoncerns of the Britiſh Nation. Their Con- 
du in regard to the Allies and to the War. 15 3 

© The Nature of the Diſpute entirely changed, 6 
' the End incertain, and the great Security of 


n Harley's Underifsnd- "» 


Ki Succeſs lost. By theſe Methods the War be» J 


came unpopular in Britain, and even in Hol- 
land, while the Spirits of the French ſeemed 
is revive. - Theſe were Cauſes adequate to 
© *the Eher; and, therefore, mußt likely to be 
the Prue Cauſe 15 tbe Miniſperial Revolu- 
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e ON TEN TS 
non in Britain. What is ſaid in Memoirs 
e the ſecret Conferences of the Queen, ful. 

lng out of ber Women, and impatient under 
_  » Reſtraint, unequal to ſo'preat and bazard- 
© ous aChange, No Imputation on the Whigs 
in particular, but a conduct incident to, and 
inſeparable from a Spirit of Faction. Very 
diextrouſiy and very ably managed by Mr. 
Farley and his Friends. Remarks on the 

bo wo 4 that — 8 


Wen * E T T E R WII. 
4 he great Importance of — 
Miniſterial Revolutian, to a young Gentle- 
. man qualified 10 it in Parliament. The 
many Obſtacles in the Way of thoſe who 
* 3 to overturn the Whig- Miniſtry. 
Met bods uſed to ſecure the Queen, the 
4 ler 3, and the People. Oppoſite Mea- 
. + ſures, though well conducted, fail, and 
are retorted. The Biſhop of . Sarum's 
_ » Dofrine, that a Parliament choſen thro? 
- Influence, is no legal Repreſentative. The 
Parliament meets, and is opened by a very 
.. Plaufible Speech from the Throne. Duke 
- of Marlborough's conſummate Prudence i in 
bis ConduB, on this critical Occaſion, - The 
FErngular Dexterity with which the Chan- 
cellor 
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"ECAWTENWNrS I 
© pellor of tb Exchequer brought thi uni. 
- - quidarad\Debts into a regular Order, and 
© provired am immediate Supply from the mo- 
viel Men, notwithſtanding their contrary | 
- - Bugagements. The Attemps of Guilcard on 
tb Life of My. Harley, and its Effects. 
0 The loft, and not leaſt glorious Campaign 
* the Duke of Marlborough, and the 
Srate of the War in 1711. Death ef the 
Enperor Joſeph, and the Influenes this E- | 
\ vent dad upon the Affairs of Europe Our 
* 5 bend their Attention to à gene- 
ral Place as early as their Neighbours. 
Preh F reducing Quebec, concerted 
under the Auſpice of this Miniſtry. Rea- 
Jens which render it probable this 'Scheme- 
was well intended; Objettions © cleared, 
. "and; Cenſures anſtvered, with 4 Hint of 
_ the rue Cauſes tub) it miſcarried. Fa- 
modus Charge of Corruption in the Con- 
duct of this Expedition, which, however, 
i not ſo certain as it bus been commonly 
believed. How a thorough - Knowledge 
may be acquired of the Condult of Mr. 
g Secretary St. John, in #he Negotiation of 
Peace. Proceedings inthe next Sgſſon of 
Terlan, conducted chiefly by Mr. Se- 


: * Erehary 


4 


aden St. I obo, ai 6s en Re- 
* Fa tg. the Queeng,as 40 the in- 
creaſing Expence of the Mar. What was 
netended M, and what were the Ganſequen- 
es f this Repreſentation. Auſiwer ed by 
the Siates- General, and replied to E Mr. 
5 Secretary St. John. A ſuccink, Niem of 
bs Bebaviour in all the great Employ- 
nents be diſcharged. at this Jungure. 
Created Viſcount Bolingbroke, and Ba- 
ron St. John, . with. the Remainder. of 
- theſe Honours to . bis, Fathers Sir Henry 
St. John. re) P We 3 


Lap rote vor 


| The Scope of- theſe Letters does n not require 
_ Striftneſs and a regular Method, farther 
I than is neceſſary to Connection and Perſpi- 
cuity. The Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke” s 
Fourney to Paris ; the Reaſons Juggefted by 
. the Whigs, and by Lord Oxtord, compared 
with what appears on this Head from the. 
Queen's Instructions. The procuring Sicily 
fer the Hauſe of Savoy, a. Meaſure of a 
public Nature, and for the common Bene- 
Ft of Europe, which was the Reaſon. ber 
Auel recommended it / warmly in theſe 
 Infiruftions. 
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x rats. Upon what Motrors" FEY 
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OW EN On 


Arten would bave conſented that the 2 
ef Satdinia bond buve been given to 


ibe Zlefor of Bavaria: But though very 


-- attentive to the general Intereſt, De was 
very tautious of 'entering on every wiffing 

v1 agen into Gnarumties, wbich muſt 
put ber People to freſb Trouble' and Ex- 
pence. There is as little Probability" as 
© Evidence, that he held any Correſpondence 
wis the Court of St. Getmains, \#s has 
Ip ſince” reported, during bit Sia at 
Paris. Methods prattiſed by the Oppoſition 
to render tbe Peace Juſpered," and the 
Miniſtry odious, while it was negotiating. 
Particular Inſtances thereof, in regard to 
bis Commiſion of bis Lordfhip*s. * Sup- 
pong this fair during the Struggles of 
N Porties, great Care ſhould be taten ta pre- 

vent theſe temporary Tnvafions of Truth 
from deceiving Poſterity, and corrupting = 
Hiſtory... The more neceſſary, becauſe if 


this Care be not taken, and tuten in Nme, 


3 it will certdinly have this E fee, and en- 
. gage the World. hereafter to confeder- as 
+ Cau ſes and Effetts things utterly uncon- 
el, Without i removing theſe Notions, 

there- 
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! is Bo enting at ihe —— 
n, what palitical Judgmant ourhe in be 
.: formed of the Treaty of Utrecht? This, 
_ notwithſtanding all that has ham ſaid und 
.wrilien, © a Subje# for from bang ex- 
- \daufed. Mbat are the proper Points to 
1 regarded in this Inquiry... The previous 
_ OhjeSien, thet the Britiſh Aonifters flood 
*. precluded by the grand Alliance from” re- 
-- caiving am Propefttions from France. An- 
fers given to theſt Obje ions upon the ſame 
© Principles on which it is faunded. Other 
tives which might induce the Miniſtry 
to gs inte this Negetiation. A Nieu of the 
. moſt excepiionable Circumſtances attending 
N E. ' What may be offered in Vindication of 
© the Negotiators. The Syſtem of the Treaty 
_ of Utrecht for the Security and Tranguil- 
© {ity of Europe. Satisfaian ſtipulated for 
. the Houſe of Auſtria. Care taken of the 
Dutch, ande the reſt of the Allies, Bene- 
8 _ fits ſtipulated for Great-Britain in Europe | 
aud in America. It is probable that more 
_ might have been obtained; but this Pro- 
bability does nat in the leaſt diminiſh the | 
Value of what was abtained. What the 
Earl of Oxford promiſed for this Treaty, 

| T— 
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accompliſhed i in two remarkable 3 


Conſeguences af later Treaties have ſhewn, 
* that the -wiſeſt Men may. be miſtaken and 


” - FO? ought to teach them ſome Tem- 


Per, in Regard to other People's M. Hates. 


\ But though the Plan of the 7 reaty of U- 
tech t may be defended, Irregularigi es in be 


* Negotiations might be liable to Cenjure, to 


which, from the Arictæſt Inquiry, they | 
bo were ſeverely expoſed. After hir Lord. 


Hips s Return, and the Proclamation of the 
Peace, the Di ſputes with. the, "Treaſurer 


'* Become public. What u Was the real Plan 


"of Lord Oxfords s Adminiſtration, and why 
it was diſapproved by the October Clad. 


. The Reaſins why. his Scheme failed, and 
* _ why he was ſo heartily hated by both Facti- 


ons. Arthur Manway yring, Es. and Sir 


"Richard Steele, acknowledged themſelves 5 
©” miſtaken, as to bis Charafter. Steps 


taten to remove the Tres furer, who' pro- 
tradis bis Fall for ſome Time. Falls at laſt, 
_ andthe whole Syſtem with him, Miſchiefs 


ca arifing from that Faction wbich oppoſed him. 
| © Miſchiefroccafs aned by thoſe abo ſupplanted 


bim. Tbe Cataftrophe of this Struggle left 
00 Joe at Mercy. Page-214 
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This Letter compo N rather of K . 
Reflections. The Proclamation of King 
4 © George I. ſettled as foon as poſſible upon 
"the Dueen's Deceaſe, and ſubſcribed by the 
Vi ſcount Bolingbroke, and the ref of ber 
late Majeſty's Minifters. His Lordſhip i is 
. Jrorrel mortified by the Regency. before 
Orders were received fram Hanover for 
© removing him, from his Office. His Be- 
"= haviour in the ſhort Seſſion after tbe 
bay: Cr s Death. In the firſt Parligment 
of King George oppeſes in the Houſe of 
Peers, an Addreſs which" cenſured the 
Queen". s Miniſtry and the Peace. Oppoſed 
. alſo by the Duke of Shrewſbury, Earl of 
_ Strafford, and other Peers; but the Ad- 
el after all carried by a Majority of 
. $100 to one. Lord Bolingbroke beginning 
\Fhereupon to doubt the Safety of bis Per- 
wy fudged it more prudent to withdraw ® 
ent of the Kingdom, A Letter publiſbed . 
5 after, as if written. by bim to anather 
wulle Pe er, containing the Reaſons. of his 4 
. taking that Step. Some Remarks an the 
\ of his Lerdſdip s Cendut7.":\Com- Þ 
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nentement and Protesdugi of the . 
: mittee of Secreey. Debate upon the bring- 
in. up Articles of Impeachment . againſt - 
bis the Ear] of Oxford, and Demand tha be 
| . Jhould be immediately ſequeſred from Par. 
 liament. His Lordhip's admirable Speech © 
» fe or himſelf. upon this Occafion.” Commitred 
10 the Uſber of the. Black-Rod the ſame 
, © Night, and ſoon after to the Tower. The 
Tard Viſcount Bokngbroke and ihe Bü 
N of Ormond atrainted. No Mention made 
of any trea . Correſpondence, ether 
a Iban in negatig ting. the Peace, in "theſe 
42. of. Attainder. At. what Tir ime, an 
.4 ConeBure by obyſe luert, the former 
: of thoſe Peers was pardoned, and” gre 
., miſed Marks of the King's Favour. An 
"© Attempt 1 to. fix this Period with Certainty 
from bis own Writings... Hir Senſe of 
_ this Royal. Favour, andabis Situation when 
55 be received it, "An Application to Parlia- 3 
men, in order to bis enjoying the Benefits | = 
intended him by the King's Pardon. This © 
Indulgence vehemently oppoſed in the Houſe 
= of Commons, and followed by Proteſts in the . 
8 © Houſe of Lords. He once more takes up 
| "TOES Pls in Politicks, and his Apology for 
il. 
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dit. Hew reliſhed b aan * in what 


"Light configered by .others.. His great . A- 
ilities as an Aut bor generally acknow. 


_ ledged, and  fucceſsf ully "employed. © His 
Rank and high Employments, Prong Pre- 
- Judices in his Favour as a Writer. Ap- 
lies Hiſtory in general, and Engliſn 
._ Hiſtory more eſpecially with, great Dex- 
teriiy. His Writings 0 be read with 
much Attention, and no "leſs Caution · 
© Adopts, in, order to Atrengtben Bis Friends 
$ in Oppoſition, the Doctrine of the Earl 
. Oxford, under the Notion of a Coali- 
N. tion of. Parties.. Varies bis Views with 
2 the. varying Circumſtantes of the Times, 
and fixes on a Right 40 Fame After Death. 
His Charafter drawn by a noble Pen. 
"23 ime of his Death, and ſome Particulars 
= relating to it. A "ee prafiital Remarks 
en the winding up theſe Letters, for the 
e of the Perſon to whom they art ad 
at "gi pacing FS — Page 271 
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The firſt Thing to be confidered in the Memoirs 


F a great Man, is his Family. That of 
St. John more ancient than the Norman 


 Congueſt.. Titles of Honour frequent there-. 


in long before our Ti imes, and the. ancient . © N 


Barom of Bletſho remaining. The Royal 
Houſe of Tuther or Tudor, and the. Fa- 
© mily of St. John deſcended from the ſame 
Lady. The Lord St. John killed on the 


Side of the Parliament, and three Bro- 


' thers of the ſame Family, in the King's 
Service, during the civil War. Few Fa. 
milies more numerous or more flouriſhing 
than this, How the Branch of St. John 
F Batterſea is related to the Head of this. 
e Deduction from this Tops | 


or more laudable, than for a 
Perſon of your Rank, Age and 
Education to be deſirous of ſeeing 
a Work on fo important a Subject as the" 
Uſe of Hi iftory, written by an Author whoſe 
Reputation is ſo great as a Stateſman, a Phi- 
> and a Man of ſublime Senſe, joined 
| B / with 


- 


HER E 18 nothing more e 5 3 
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2 Muwolks of the Lie, Fc. of 
with practical Talents; all which tendered 
him equally able to dired others with Digni- 
ty, and to diſpatch the moſt difficult Affairs 
with much Facility to himſelf. Such a Work 
falling from the Pen of ſuch a Man might 
well raiſe your Curioſity ; and the Hiſtory 
of him, and of his Writings, which Jam on 
the Point of giving you, if not ably, at leaſt 
_ Impartilly will as well deſerve your ſerious 
Attention. It may not, indeed, be worthy 
of the Subject; for a compleat Life of the 
late Lord Bolingbroke, (ſo he wrote it) is, 
perhaps, what he alone could execute ; but 
| Idare affert it will anſwer all your Queries, 
hinder you from appearing ignorant to o- 
thers, whoſe Curioſity may be, alſo, a- 

» wakened, or from being liable to Impoſition 
in your further Enquiries. In ſhort, it will 
tell you what I know in the Language of 
Sincerity and Truth. 


Ta? firſt Thing to be conſidered when 
we ſpeak of a Man of Quality, is his Fami- 
ly. For how lightly ſoever ſome great and 
in other Reſpects wiſe Men may treat it, 
yet ſearch Things to the Bottom, and you 
will find, that no Man in an elevated Station 
deſpiſes Birth, but one, who is conſcious to 
himſelf, that he is deficient in that Point. 

Merit 


* x A 1 
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Lotd Viſcount BOLINGBROKE. 3 A 


Mlerit may indeed ſupply the Want of Birth, 
ſo far as to deſerye Eſteem ; but where Me- 


rit and Birth unite, they claim not Eſteem 
only, but Reſpect, and this from all Ranks. 
An Obſervation ſo much the more neceſlary, 


as you have heard this great Man treated as 


the Inferior of ſome whom you have men- 


_ tioned, as a new Man in Point of Title; and 


as one who: ſometimes aſſumed rather too 
much on this Head amongſt Foreigners, 


who could not be the proper Judges of chat 
Deference to which he pretended. 


* are, to ſpeak ingenuouſly and im- 


partially, few or none of thoſe Characteriſtic 


Marks of Diſtinction, ſettled by the Uſage 
of all civilized and polite Nations, in reſpect 
to Families, that may not with great Truth 


and Juſtice be aſcribed to this of SAINT 


JOHN, and that in a very eminent De- 


gree. To ſet this in a clear Light, let uuͥ, 
firſt conſider what theſe Characteriſtics are; 


and that we may keep within ſome Bounds 


upon ſo copious a Topic, we will reſtrain 
them to five the moſt conſpicuous, and the 


leaſt diſputed. Theſe are Antiquity, ſup- 


ported by a clear Deſcent ; Dignity, ariſing 


from Titles of Honour; Splendour, ſpring- 
ing jointly from Circumſtances of Merit and 
f B 2 Fortune; 
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Fortune; Power, with which ſuch Advan- 
tages muſt be attended; and large Poſſeſſi- 


ons, to which the foregoing nee 
are commonly united. 


In reference to Antiquity, there is the fi. 
bulous and the hiftoric. The former flowing 
from Tradition and the Rumour of Things 
beyond Memory, to which ſovereign Houſes | 
commonly pretend, and to whom it ought 
to be left by thoſe who carry their Claim no 
higher than Nobility. The latter is founded 
in Evidence; and the clearer that Evidence 
is, the better the Title. By theſe Marks 
the Reſpect due to Family muſt be aſcertain- 
ed, if by any. 


Tuis Family derives its ; Grſt Teſtimony 
from the moſt ancient of our Authorities. 
The Doomſday-book fhews that the PORTS 
were Lords of Baſing, in Hampſvire, before 
the Conqueſt. The Roll of Batile- Abbey 
acquaints us, that William de St. Fobn was 
Quarter-Maſter-General of the Army of 
William Duke of Normandy, when he ac- i 


quired the Crown of England by the Victo- il 


ry at Haſtings. This William de St. ohn 
was the Father of Thomas and John. The 
younger Brother was one of thoſe twelve 
Knights, who, in the Reign of William Ru- 
fus, made an Expedition againſt the Welch, 


by 
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* Lond Viſcount BOLINGBRORE. 's 


by which he acquired the Caſtle of Falmonty » ” 3 
nin Glamorgunſbirꝰ. In Proceſs of Time he 
became poſſeſſed of the Lands granted tothe 
Family in England, and particularly of 
Stanton, in Oxfordſhire, in Bullington Hun- 
dred, five Miles North-Eaſt of Oxford, and 
_ diſtinguiſhed by the Addition of Sr. John, 7 
as another Sta#ton in the ſame County is by 
the Name of Hartourt, as belonging tothe 
Anceſtors of that noble Family. Theſe 
Eands deſcended to Mabil, who married. 
Adam de Port, the Head of whoſe Barony 
was at Baſing, and whoſe Anceſtor was 
_ Proprietor of twenty-five Lordſhips beſide 
at the Conqueſt. Vet his chief Heir Male, 
William, thought fit to aſſume the Surname 1 
of St. Fobn, and accordingly wrote himſelf 
Willielmus de Sanfto Fohanne, filius & beres 


+2 
.- 


Ade de Port. Theſe are Facts that ſtand 

> upon the ſecureſt Baſis, that of Record; 

- and, therefore, the Antiquity of this F ß 

» is in no Danger of being controverted, * 
f TiTLEs of Dignity, as connected wit 
4 Property, were in this Family before it ap- 

4 peared in our Records; for the Ports were 

55 great Barons before the Conqueſt, and the 3 
be SY. John's became ſo in virtue of it. Willk- 
4 am St. Jobn, before- mentioned, was Sheriff 

A of the County of Southampton in the ſix- 


teenth and ſeventeenth of King Fohn. His | 4 
. B23 Grandſon 4 
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* Grandſon Jobn, in the Life-time of his Fa- 


ther, was ſummoned to Parliament, the 
twenty- eighth of Edward the Firſt, by the 
Name of Jobn St. Jobn, junior, as Baron 
of Baſing. About the ſame Time there was 
a Baron of the ſame Name and Family, 
who was alſo ſummoned to Parliament, and 
diſtinguiſhed by the Title of S.. John of 
Barton, in Oxfordfbire. The learned Dug- 

dale makes him a different Perſon from John 
St. Jobn of Lageham, who was likewiſe 
ſummoned to Parliament in the twenty-fifth 
of Edward the Firſt ; but it feems from cer- 
tain Circumſtances that he might be the 
ſame ; and if fo, he muſt have been one of 
thoſe nine Perſons, who, after the Battle of 
Lewes, were appointed by the victorious 
Barons a Kind of Council of State; but in 
ſucceeding Reigns his Poſterity were not 
ſummoned to Parliament. Sir Oliver St. 
Foba, in the Reign of Henry the Sixth, 
obtained the Lordſhip of Bletſbo, with the 
Manor of Ledyard Tregoze, and various 0- 


2 % ther Lands by the Marriage of Margaret, 


E Siſter and ſole Heireſs of Sir John Beuchamp, 
of the Family of the old Earls of Warwick, 


His great Grandſon Oliver St. Jobn, Eſq; 


was by Letters Patents, dated in the firſt 
* of the Reign of en Elizabetb, ad- 
| vanced 
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vanced to the Title of Baron St. John of 
Blesſbo; and his Grandfon, whoſe Name was 


Oliver likewiſe, -was in the twenty- ſecond 


Year of James the Firſt created Earl of Bo- 


knbroke, which Title remained in his Fa- | 


mily within our Memory; Paulet St. Jobn, 
the laſt Earl of Bolingbroke, dying on the 


fifth of October, 1711. But the Barony of + 


St. Jobn of | Bletſho till ſubſiſts. Beſides 
theſe; there have been later Honours in this 
Family; for Oliver St. Jobn, a younger 
Son of a Branch of the Bolingbrote Family, 
was created by King James the Firſt, Vif- 
count Grandi ſon of Limerick, in the King- 


dom of Ireland, and by King Charles the 


Firſt Baron of Tregoze, in the C County of 4 
Wilts, in England. He died without Iſſuèe, 


and ſo the Barony became extinct; but the 


Title of Viſcount Grandi/on, beings limited 
to the Iſſue of Sir Edward Villiers, Knight, 
by Barbara St. John, Niece to Oliver Lord 


Viſcount Grandiſon, that Honour remains 


ſtill in the Family of Villiers. All this ſhews - 
that Titles were familiar to the Line of St- 


Jobn, long before our Times. 


In Point of Splendour, there cannot be: * I 


| 5 any Thing more remarkable, than that both 
3 the Families of Bletſho and Tregoze were 
; B 4 founded 


* 


ond Vikourt BOLINGBROKE. = 


: 0 
. 


2 # 
* * IF * FLY ** —_— 
*« ab 7 Oe i oc HS, 
49 N — * 4, 
YI 8 * 
* — 


4 _ 
% 
* 


38 © Mamoins of the Lirz, &c. ok 
founded by the Children, by her firſt Marri. 
age, of that Lady Margaret, who, being the 
Widow of their Father, married Fobn Beau- 
Fort, Duke of Somerſet, and had by him the 
Lady Margaret, Counteſs of Richmond, 
Mother to King Henry the Seventh, who 
derived from her whatever Title he had from 
the Line of Lancaſter. This Margaret, 
Counteſs of Richmond, was the Foundreſs of 
Cybriſ''s and St. John's Colleges in Cambridge, 
and appointed Sir John St. Jobn, her Mo- 
ther's Grandſon, by her ſecond Son, Oliver 
St. Jobn, Eſq; to whom ſhe had given her 
Manor of Ledyard Tregoze, one of her Exe» 
cutors, who acquired no ſmall Honour by 
that Firmneſs and Integrity with which he 
_ executed his Truſt. His Grandſon, Oliver, 
was a Student in one of the Inns of Court, 
and having unfortunately a Quarrel with Mr. 
| Beſt, Captain of the Guard to Queen Eliza- 
beth, he killed him in a Duel, for which he 
was abliged to leave the Kingdom, ſerved in 
the Low- Country Wars, under Sir Francis 
and Sir Haratio Vere, received the Honour 
of Knighthood, and was then ſent with his 
Regiment into Ireland, became Preſident 
of Munſter, Vice Preſident of Connaught, 
and Maſter of the Ordnance; at length, 4- 
pril 3, 1616, be was appointed Lord De- 
"208 | _ puty 


* * * _ * 9 1 * 
4 4 PY N « 2-8 89 7 Ou. has! : n 
2 * OY A vi Bea 
* > . 
«> 4 | Bt 
* 


Wc, 1 1 > 2 
2 * 00 4 — po ? — 
3 = 


= 
- a - "I 
Pn” "ES 
— 


> * 4 


_ Y * 
- » 
. — 4 ” 
n 


4 — * — 0 Year 
r Band * "LES 


882 1 5 18 WY 3 
* 4.3 ii * 7 4 *' 9 1 2 * F 
+ Sex" the * * % : 
9 Fay A * 
e 


- 


puty of that Kingdom, which e Wis 
to much Envy; but after his Conduct, at 

his own Requeſt, had been ſtrictly examined. 
his Royal Maſter, King James, pronounced 


48 ad 


Lt "Lord der BOLINGBROKE. 9. 
-xpoſed him 


his Reputation without Blemiſh, and created 


him, ſome Years afterwards, Viſcount Gran- 
diſon. It would be an eaſy Matter to men- 
tion many other Perſons of diſtinguiſhed 
Merit of the Name of St. Jobn, but that 
would be beſide my Purpoſe, and intruding 
on the Province of Heralds and Hiſtorians, 
| who have already recorded them with the 
| Praiſes they deſerved, 


rn unfortunate civil War, which was 
the Diſgrace of the laſt Century, and the 
bitter Effects of which have been felt in this, 
Vas a great Criterion of the Power of Fami- 
lies; ſince there was hardly one in any De- 


gree conſpicuous in this Iſland, which did 
not act either as Aggreſſors with the Parlia- 


ment, or in Defence of the King, Many _ 
were divided in this Quarrel, as will be al- 
ways the Caſe in ſuch Quarrels, which God 


avert! and fought on both Sides. A very 
ſtrong Inſtance of this we have in the Sz. 


John's ; for not to mention one who had too 


much Hand in contriving and executing-the 


political Schemes that at length ptunged this 


B 5 Nation 
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Nation in Blood, the Earl of Bolingbroke 
was from the Beginnipg very warm and zea- 
lous for the Parliament, and ſo was his Son, 
the Lord St. Jobn of Bleiſbo, whom the King 
had called by Writ into the Houſe of Peers, 
and to whom the Parliament gave a Com- 


miſſion to raiſe a Troop of Horſe ; at the 


Head of which he was preſent in the Army 
of the Earl of Eſex, at the firſt Battle of 
Edge. hill, and was the only Perſon of Diſ- 
tinction killed on that Side. On the other, 
Sir Fobn St. Jobn of Ledyard Tregoze, the 
Nephew of Oliver, Lord Viſcount Grandi- 


fon, to whom he left his Eſtate at Batter ſea 


and Wandſworth, and himſelf a Baronet, ſo 
created May 22, 1611, had no leſs than three 


Sons killed in the King's Service; viz. Wil- 


liam, his ſecond Son, unde? Prince Rupert, 


at the taking of Cirenceſter in Glouceſterſhire ; 


Edward, his third Son, in the Battle of New- 
bury ; and Jobn, his fifth Son, in the Army 
under the Command of the Marquis of Neu- 
- caſtle in the North. To all theſe Marks of 
Grandeur we may very ſafely add that of 
Poſſeſſions, which is the laſt Characteriſtic 
we mentioned, | 


Few, very few Families bf equal Note in 
this Kingdom have been ſo numerous as the 
St. 
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1500 0nd 
85 Fobp's.; "and yet almoſt all the Branches | 
of the F amily were bleſſed with com 
ſeveral of them with large and opulent Ef- 
tates : The Barony of Bletſhodevolved,' on 
the Extinction of the Earldom, upon 87. 
Andrew St. Jobn, Baronet; the Lord Viſ- 

count St. John was alſo a Baronet, and had a 
| great Eſtate when that Title was conferred 
upon him by the late King, who likewiſe 
created Francis St. Jobn, Eſq; of Long- 
*horp, in Northamptonſhire, a Baronet, and 
there are yet. ſeveral Gentlemen of very anci- 
ent F nike ies, and very conſiderable Fortunes 


diſperſed. through! the, midland Counties of 


England 3 ſome of whom are deſcended 
from, and have in their Poſſeſſion, Manors 
that were in the Hands of the old Sr. Jobn's, 


of Bafing and Barton, once ſo conſiderable 


by their extenſive Properties in Hampſhire 


and Oxfordſbire. when Property ; and FO | 


Were always conjoined. 


As to the We 4 and direct Family of ö 


the late Lord Bylingbroke, it was connected 
with thoſe ancient Lines of which I have been 
ſpeaking, thus. Nicholas St. John, of Led- 
yard Tregoze, Eſq; was' great Grandſon of 


Oliver . Jobn, Eſq; the younger Son of l 


Margardt, 
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Margaret, Ducheſs of Somerſet. He e- 
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ſpouſed Elizabeth, Daughter to Sir Richard 
Blunt, of Maple-Durham, and by her had 
Iſſue, two Sons, Jobn and Oliver, who, 
as we have already ſeen, was created Viſ- 
count Grandiſon, and, Baron of St. Jobn of 
 Tregoze, John the - elder Brother was 
knighted, and married Lucy, Daughter and 
Heir to Sir Walter Hungerford, of Farley, 
in the County of Milis, by whom he had an 
enly Son and many Daughters. This Son 
of his, Sir Jobn St. John, was created a 
Baronet at the firſt Inſtitution of the Order 
he married Anne, Daughter to Sir Thomas 
| Leighton, of Fectenbam, in the County of 
Morceſter, by whom he had one Daughter, 
Anne, married to Sir Francis Henry Lea, 
from whom the Earls of Litchfield are de- 


ſcended, and a ſecond Time to Henry Nil. 


enot, Earl of Roc heſter; and ſeven Sons. 
Of theſe Oliver the eldeſt married Catha- 
rine, Daughter and Co-heir of Horatio Vere, 
Baron of Tilbury; three other Sons were 
killed, as we have before obſerved, in the 
civil War; the fourth died before his Father: 
The Name of the fixth was walter, and of 


EF we youngeſt Henry, 


OLIVER 
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3 of his Father, leaving by his Lady, 
* beforementioned, an only Son, who ſucceed- 
ed his Grandfather in his Title and Eſtate, 
and was the ſecond Sir John dt. John of Led. 
yard Tregoze and Batterſea, Baronet; but 4 
dying before he was of Age, unmarried, his 
Uncle became Heir to the Honour and 
Eſtates. This was Sir Walter St. Fohn, Ba. 
= ronet, who married Johanna, one of tbe 
Daughters of the Lord Chief Juſtice St. 
Jobs; as his youngeſt Brother Henry did 
another, whoſe Name was Catharine, by 
whom he had an only Daughter, Anne, who 
_ eſpouſed Anthony - Bowyer, of Camberwell, 
in the County of Surrey, Eſq. This Sir 
Walter St. Fohn and his Lady were Perſons Y 
very remarkable for ſincere. Piety; and 
though very zealous for the Proteſtant Re- 
| ligion, were very far from being ſuch Bigots 
to Puritaniſm as ſome have repreſented them. 
The very learned and judicious Dr. Simon 
Patrick, ſucceſſively Biſhop of Chicheſter 
aud of Ely, who was long their Chaplain, and 
= lived many Years in their Family, always 
== ſpoke of them with the higheſt Reverence as 
well as Gratitude, and gave publick Proofs 
of both in the Dedication of one of his 


learned 


$ - A "4 


ment, held by King William. He died in 
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; learned Treatiſes. Sir Walter repreſented os 
the County of Vilis in two Parliaments in 
the Reign of King Charles the Second, and 
had the fame Honour in the ſecond Far. 


the cighty- ſeventh” Year of his Age, F 
the 3, 1708, and was interred in his o 
Pariſh Church near the Seat of his Family at 
Batterſea, univerſally lamented, - but more 
eſpecially by the Poor, to whom he was very 
charitable, He had Iſſue by his Lady one 
Son, Henry, and one Daughter, Barbara, 
who married Sir Fobn Top, Baronet. He 
enjoyed to the Time of his Demiſe a bene. 
© ficial Office in the Law, given him by _ 
WE - Father-in-Law the Chicf Juſtice. NLO, 


Sir Henty St. Jobn, his Son, married Ert 
the Lady Mary, ſecond Daughter and Co- 
"heireſs of Robert Rich, Earl of Warwick, 


] 1 by whom he had only one Son, Henry, who 


1s the Subject of theſe Letters; and, ſecond- 
ly, a French Lady, from whom deſcends 
EF the preſent Viſcount St. Jobn of Batterſea. 
Thus I have conducted you through the 
© genealogical Hiſtory of this great Man, 

which will enable you to diſcern the Miſtakes 
| of thoſe who have ſuggeſted, that the Title 


of Bolingbroke was only reſtored to his Fa- 
mily 
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Lord Viſcount BOLINGBROKE. 3 
mily by the Queen; for you will perceive, 4 
that it was never in this Branch of the S7. 
Fobn's at all, though that of the Barony of 
Fregoze, which he like wiſe had, really was. 
Ton will likewiſe diſcern, that though he 
deſcended from the Chief Juſtice St. Fobn; 
yet it was not in the Senſe that you have been 
told; and you will alſo ſee that his Grand. 
father did not only live to have the Pleaſure - 
of beholding him a very eminent Member of 
the Houſe of Commons, and when firſt em- 
ployed in the Miniſtry as Secre 


and of the Marines; but alſo to ſee bim re- 
ſign theſe Offices, which will ſatisfy you they 
are in the wrong, who have ſuppoſed that 


tary at War 


- he did not differ with Queen Anne's firſt « 4 


Miniſtry, till he was in no Danger of diſ- 
pleaſing ſo near a Relation, to whom he was 
always very dear, and who had been par- 
ticularly careful of his Education, and of the - 7 
Manner in which he made his firſt Appear. 
ance in the World, as I ſhall hereafter, per- 
haps, acquaint you more at large. 


You will diſcover, from what has been 
already faid, how much it becomes a Lover 
of Truth to be upon his Guard, even in re- 
ſpect to Things that may be eaſily known, | 
and which from thence one would imagine 


none 
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none would attempt to falſify or miſrepreſent; 

Fet ſo it falls out, - that the higher a Man's 
Fame is, the more it is ſubject to theſe Kind 
of Injuries. For as there are few who care 
to ſay. plainly, that they know little or no- 


thing of ſueh a Perſon's Family; they are 


apt to diſguiſe their Ignorance, by aſſerting 
whatever occurs to their Memory, and, per- 
haps, endeavour to help that by Conjectures. 
Such Impoſitions may the more eaſily paſs. 
upon you, as in a foreign Country you can- 
not have Recourſe to ſuch Helps as might, 
and ought ever to be in your Power at Home. 
Theſe erroneous Notions once ſettled, you 
would find it hard to remove, as not ſuſ- 
ing them to be erroneous: And there- 
fore, I hope, the Pains taken on this Head 
will be acceptable and even agreeable, which 


will abundantly recompence the little Labour 
taken by one who is with Affection and 


* &c. 
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Hoc Patrium ell potius Pcs Ce dum * 4 2 

Sua ſponte rectè facere, quam alieno metu.-. 133 

Hoc Pater ac Dominus intereſt : hoc qui nequit, 

e nayy ſe CE EP liberis. Fr 
| * * Terent. Adelpth 


| Happy * in having two. Fathers to. ſuperintend 
his Education. Improbable that he was bred 
in Diſſentins Principles. Firſt brought 
up at Eaton, ther at Oxford. Diſtin- 
guiſhed early by his ſurprixing Parts, 
which were never impaired through bis 
whole Life. Bleſſed with Faculties that- 
ſeem oppoſite and incompatible. His firſt 
_- , Friendſhips ſhew. he was in the Dawn of 
Life luclined to the Tories. His Youth 
not exempt from Follies, and what they © 
were. Marrjes the Daughter and Co- 
heireſs of Sir Henry Wincheſeomb, de. 
ſcended from Jack of Newbury. I elec- 
ted Burgeſs for Wotton Baſſett, in the 
County of Wilts. Neceſſity of forming 6 
an Judgment of Parties. 


= 


A in my n I wide ede | 
to give you a juſt Notion of his Fa- 
mily, ſo in this, I ſhall with the ſame Impar- J 
* tiality 
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18 Memos of the Lire, &c. of 
tiality ſpeak of his Education, and . 
of coming into the World, in Refpect: to 
which, I find you are hkewiſe under ſome 
Difficulties. About the Cloſe of the laſt 
Dutch War, in'the Reign of Charles the 


Second, Mr. Henry St. Fobn was born, and 
as it was a very great Comfort to Sir Walter 


d to ſee his Son's Heir Apparent formed un- 


der his Eye, while he till enjoyed a firm 
State of Health, and the full Exerciſe of all 
his Faculties; ſo it was the peculiar Felicity 
of young Mr. Sr. Jobn, that not only his 
Education, and his firſt Settlement in the 


World, but even his firſt Entrance into pub- 


lick Bufineſs, was under the Care and In- 
ſpection of two Fathers, both Men of Cha- 
rater and Worth, and who. had trod before 
him thoſe Paths, into which he was intro- 
| duced, not by Dint of Money, or by his or 
their Dependance upon Men in Power, but 
by their natural Intereſt in their Country; 
Sir Walter St. Fobn, and his Son Henry St. 
Jobn, Eſq; having been both of them 
Knights of the Shire for the County of 
_ Wilts, and the latter very often Burgeſs for 
Wotton Baſſett, when the former fat for the 
dn 
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"How common ſoever the Report may. 
have been, which you have heard, or upon 
whatever Authorities grounded; there is, 
in Fact, no Reaſon to believe that he wass 
bred up in Diſſenting Principles; or with a IF 
particular Spleen to the Church, which made 
the Zeal he afterwards expreſſed for it, ap- 
pear not only very extravagant, but a little 
unnatural. I do pot ſay, that the Gentleman 
who told you this ſpoke without Book; but 
I have good Grounds to believe, as I really 
do, that what he ſaid was without Truth. 
The Pariſh Records, if I am rightly in- 
formed, at Batterſea, will ſnew that Sir 
Valter St. Jobn was a thorough, though a 
moderate Churchman, by almoſt every Kind 
of Teſtimony. He repaired that Fabric 
more than once, erected, in Virtue of a 
Faculty from the Biſhop, an intire new Gal- 
lery, and built and endowed a Charity- 
School, all at his own Expence. But, __ 
a certain Writer, Mr. Henry St. Fobn, the 
younger, was well lectured by his Grandmo- 
ther and her Confeſſor, Mr. Daniel Burgeſs, 
in the Preſbyterian Way. It is true, indeed, 
that his Grandmother lived to 17043 but if I 
= miſtake not, ſhe.was a Contributor likewiſe 
WF to the Charity-School beforementioned, was 
= a great 
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20 en ef. the oF tn ec. 1 | 
Aa great Patroneſs to Dr. Simon Patrick, 
> who in the earlier Part of his Life, wrote 
2 Book which gave great Offence to the 
Non-conformiſts: And as to her Father, 
_ the Chief Juſtice Sr. Jobn, whatever his 
religious Principles were, he was no Bigot, 
fince he preſerved the Cathedral Church of 
Peterborough, when nobody elſe could 
have preſerved it, that is; when Oliver 
Cromwell importuned the. Parliament for a 
Srant of it, in conſideration of his Services; 
and as to Daniel Burgeſs,. I doubt, it is nor 
very certain that he was a Preſbyterian; 
though a Diſſenter he certainly was; but 
a Man of more Wit and Parts than him 
who gives us this Intelligence; and, there- 
fore, I conclude. that theſe Lectures, 15 
Mr. St. John really received any ſuch, 
could not give him any Sourneſs in reſpect 
to the eſtabliſned Church, though they 
might have been employed in impreſſing 
very ſtrongly, on his tender Mind; the firſt: 
Notions of the Chriſtian Faith; and it 
would have been well for bim, if they had 


ſunk. deeper, and: 8 r than they, 
did. 


Bur whatever occaſional Informations 
or. Inſtructions he might receive from his 
Grandmother: 


* * Lord Viſcount BOLINGBKOKE, _ 2x 
"Grandmother or her Friends, it is very 
certain that he had a regular and liberal 

Education, and having paſſed through Cato 
School was removed to Oxford, where it 


may be fairly inferred from the Company 
* ne and the Friendſhips he made, 

of which ſubſiſted in their full 
Strength, after he became very conſpicu- 
ous in the World, that he ſoon rubbed off 
the Ruſt of Puritaniſm, if, indeed, he 
ever contracted it. This is not ſaid with 
a View of reflecting upon any Set of Peo- 
ple, but merely to prevent your being 
miſled in a Point of Fact, by thoſe who 
would miſrepreſent Mr. St. John as fickle 
or falſe in the Beginning; haſty in eſpouſ- 
ing Notions, and as haſty in deſerting them: 
Things .cafily advanced, and by the dex- 
terous Application of a e Cir- 


cumſtances without Difficulty propagated, 
but which can hardly be received as Facts, 


if we conſider how eaſily thoſe, who are 
faid to have lectured bim in his Youth, 
could have hindered his going to Oxford, 
and how little it was conſiſtent with their 


Lectures to ſend him thither. But as this 


is a Point of no very great Conſequence, 
I ſhall not preſs it any farther. 


By 
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Mr. Sr. Jobn was deſervedly conſidered as 


making a ſhining Figure in the World. He 


Looks, and a Manner that would have 


was to ſpeak, or to write upon any Subject, 


© or threw it upon Paper, as if he had the 


it imports you to know, for- otherwiſe you 
will frequently take for ſtudied Affectation 


his Life he did not read much, or at leaſt 
many Books, for which he ſometimes gave 
the ſame Reaſon that Menage did for not 5 


wn 


* 
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ur that Time be left the Univerſity, 


one who had the faireſt Opportunities of 


was in his Perſon wonderfully agreeable, he 
had a Dignity mixed with Sweetneſs in his 


captivared the Heart, if his Perſon had 
been ever ſo indifferent; he was remarka- 
ble for his Vivacity, and had a prodigious 
Memory. Whatever he read he retained, 
and that in a very ſingular Manner, for he 
made it intirely his on; and whether he 


all he had ever read in his favourite Au- 


thors occurred to him juſt as he had read 


it; ſo that he delivered this in Converſation, 


Bock in his Hand; a Circumſtance that 


what was to him, and, perhaps, only him, 
perfectly natural. In the earlier Part of 
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reading Moreri's Dictionary, that he was 
unwilling to fill his Head with what did 
not 
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Lord Viſcount BOLINGBROKE; 23 | 
not. deſerve a Place there, ſinee when it 


was once in, he knew not how to get it out 


again. In the ſucceeding Part of his Life, 
when he had more Leiſure, a greater Part 
of his Time was employed in reading, but 
ſtill with much Caution; and he frequentiy 
complained ef that Negeſſity, which aroſe 
from political Controverſy, of being o- 
bliged to peruſe a Multitude of miſcrable 


| >. or He had great Quickneſs 
and Penetration, couſd very happily diſtin- 


guiſh the real from the apparent View of 
polemical Writers, and had a Sprightli- 
neſs and a Perſpicuity in delivering his own 
Opinions, which was ſure to entertain even 
thoſe he did not convince. Theſe were 
Qualities that did not only adorn his ju- 
venile Years, but grew up and kept him 
company through all Stations, and under 
all Circumſtances; to which may be in. 


ſome Meaſure attributed his being always _ 3 


well received, and quickly gaining an Aſ- 
1 wherever he came. But though 
theſe were very great, yet they were not 
his only Talents: He was bleſſed with 
Parts, and with Parts of different Kinds, 
even ſuch as the Generality of the World 
are apt to conſider as incompatible, at 


leaſt, 
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leaſt, till Experience convinces them of ths 
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* 
His Quicknefs, his cee his 


Vivacity, were accompanied with a great 


Solidity of Judgment, and even with a 


Subtility of thinkigg and reaſoning, which 
are Qualities that ſeem to be the peculiar 


Privileges of another Caſt of Mind. Yet 
they were certainly his. In his Youth he 
was, perhaps, not very much given to Re- 


fection. There were Seaſons, however, 
in which, and Subjects upon which, he 


would even then reflect. Whenever, he 


did this, there was nothing could eſcape 
him. He ſaw the fort, and he ſaw the 
foible of whatever he was to maintain, or 
to refute; and he had an inconceivable 
Dexterity in diſplaying, or concealing, 
whatever he was inclined to make apparent, 
or to hide. The great Earl of Straford is 
ſaid to have made uſe of the Works of a 
celebrated Popiſh Author to help him in 
making Diſtinctions. Mr. Sr. John wanted 
no ſuch Help. He poſſeſſed it, in that Fa- 
culty of reflecting, and after a little Thought, 
was able to treat any Subject in ſo new and 
fingular a Way, that it ſeemed to be per- 


fectly changed by his Method of managing 


it, 
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Lord Viſcount BOLINGBROKE. 2 
it, ſo as to become ſuſceptible of new Ar- 
guments in its Favour, and to be no lo 
liable to thoſe Objections with which it 
had been formerly oppoſed. His Peculi- 
arity of thinking had not that Imperfection 
with which Peculiarity of thinking is com- 
monly attended. It did not at all affect 
his Manner of ſpeaking, which was eaſy, 
natural and flowing, and in this too, he 
very much reſembled the Earl of Strafford;” 
for however ſtreng his Thoughts, however 
nice and refined his Diſtinctions, his Lan— 
guage was always perfectly intelligible z- 
and though upon Recollection, his Words 
appeared to be very artfully choſen, yet in 
the Courſe of his Delivery, they ſeemed to 
be ſuch as offered themſelves, and tge 
firſt that roſe in his Mind. He had, as * Þ7 
I obſerved before, Pauſes of Reflection; 
but when once his Thoughts came to be 
cloathed in Words there was no Heſitation, i 
but the Diſcourſe rolled on like a Stream 
from a - perennial Spring; ſtrong, full,” —_ 
3 lear, and filling equally the Ear and Mind; 1 
For the Sound and Senſe were ſo happily | 
1 anited, that you never diſcovered trivial 
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Pentiments veiled in elegant Expreſſions, 
b wr were able to diſcern that the Sublimiry | 
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of his Conceptions ſuffered through any 


26 | Mzmorrs of the Lavs, &c. of A 


3 Want of Elocution | in their nnn 


Hz s early Taſte of Literature was net 


ö accompanied with that Forwardneſs, which 


young Men are too apt to ſhew, in diſplaying 
their own Parts. His firſt Turn was to Poetry, 
as appears from a Copy of Verſes of his to 
Mr. Dryden, and ſome other Compoſitions ; 
Which, though not at all beneath him, for 
the Time in which they were wrote, he did 
not afterwards eſteem. It is obſerved by 
Mr. Pope, and very juſtly obſerved, that he 
was the Patron, the Friend and the Frotector | 
of that great Poet beforementioned in the De- 
Cline of his Age, though not of his Parts, for 
the very. laſt Poems of Mr. Dryden are a- 
mongſt it his beſt, This too is a convincing 
Proof that he was not affected with Puritaniſm 
in his Youth. If he had, he would not have 
ſought, or have reliſhed, Mr. Dryden's 
a Converſation, he would not have entered, 
as he did, into Familiarities with a cer- 
tain Set of Men; who, whatever other 
Blemiſhes they might have, were without 


1 Queſtion free from that. Indeed his Hu- 


mour was ſo entirely removed from Stiff- 
neſs, Formality, or Moroſeneſs, or rather Was 
ſo much the Oppoſite of theſe, that we can- 
not but conſider what ſome malevolent Cri- 
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_ fics have inſinuated of this Kind, as Fictions | 
that took Birth from Conjecture, and ought 
therefore, to be buried in Oblivion. He 
was, indeed, from his Youth very uncon- 
fined in his Choice of Company. This aroſe 
from a Variety of Motives, ſome of them 
perhaps, excuſable only in a young Man. 
But whatever Motives they aroſe from, they 
were of Uſe to him, for every Thing Was 
ſo, that he ſaw or heard; and if it was not 
ſo for the preſent, yet it dwelt upon his 
Memory till ſome fit Occaſion called it out, 
and then, at whatever Diſtance of Time, he 
could produce it with all its Circumſtances; 
as if it happened but the Day before. He 
was for this Reaſon more improved: by the 
good, and leſs hurt by the bad Company he 
kept. He ſifted in his Hours of Leiſure, 
Expreſſions, Accidents, Events, and what 
eſcaped others without thinking, was to him 
very frequently Matter of Thought, from 
which he extracted much more than ever oe: 
cured to themſelves. He had an Excellency | 
in improving Hints that for a Time gave 
the higheſt Pleaſure, but in the End no leſs 
Pain to a certain Great Man, who loved Ob- 
ſcurity too much, and could not bear at his 
Elbow one who was not only able to exp 
* WT houghe, when m_ was what he wiſhed, | 
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but to penetrate what he took the great 
Tous to. l | 


f 


\ Tarnn is no Deſign, after all this; to 
4 perſuade you that Mr. Sr. Fobn was ſome- 
thing more than Man, or that in his Youth 
be had none of thoſe Failings, or fell into 
none of thoſe Indiſcretions which are ſo⸗ 
common with young Men. The Truth 
s, and it is fit you ſhould know it, that 
] 5 Character was in this Period of his 
Eife expoſed thro* great Blemiſhes, that is, 
8 Libertiniſm in a very high Degree. He 
was much addicted to Women, was apt to 
indulge himſelf in late Hours, with all thoſe 
Exceſſes that uſually attend them. Theſe 
were his Failings; they have been publiſhed 
by his Enemies; the warmeſt of his Ad- 
mirers cannot deny they were ſo, but with 
all theſe Failings, his Genius and his Un- 
dierſtanding were great. Had he been free 
from them, however they would have 
ſeemed, and they would have been much 
greater, but even this Diminution of Mr. 
St. Jobn's Fame, if duly conſidered, may 
bea Help to your own. Parts are ſo far 
from excuſing, that they expoſe Follies, 
| Weaknefſes in weak Men are Nature, but 
the Foibles of Men diſtinguiſhed by their 
Abilities, as they can hardly be concealed, 
ſo | 
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ſo they can never be forgiwen. It is a trite, 
but very trivial Apology that is commonly 


what becomes all this Time of that Preg- 


in a Reply. But the great Buſineſs of a ra- 


Glory of a ſuperior Mind is to be bright and 


ſteady like the Sun. It is a vain Thing to 


triumph on the Poſſeſſion of what we don't 
c uſe. Mifers may as well boaſt of their Feaſts, 
which are prodigal to a Proverb, as Men of 
Genius of their lucid Intervals. The Power 


ployed: Men of moderate Capacities may 
plead, that Occaſions call them to the Per- 
formance of Taſks to which they are un- 
equal; but it is a diſmal Reflection, that 
where Nature has made Men fit for all 
Things, they by their own Faults make 
wide Chaſms in Life in which they are fit 
for nothing, or at leaſt are fit only, like 


s. other Criminals, to be hung up for Exam- 
ut ples, to fright others who are like them in 
4 ſome — from being like them in 
0s 


F 


made upon theſe Occaſions: Youth is the 1 
Seaſon of Pleaſure, and grave Thoughts ; 
come "Time enough with grey Hairs. Bur 


nancy of Wit which conſtitutes a firſt-rate 
Genius? It is ſeen in a Poem, it animates a a 


Speech; it flaſhes in a hon Mot, or it glitters 


tional Mind is the Conduct of Life, the 


of Wiſdom is a poor Thing if it is not em- 4 
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all. You will think theſe Remarks tedi- 
ous, — But think of them what you will — 
Only do not forget them — Your Modeſty 
may tempt you to ſay, My Parts are not on 
a Level with St. Jobn's. —It may be fo, — 
But you may _—_ reſemble him in "his 
F. ollies. 


Ie War ATEVER Diſcredit theſe Eſcapes 
from. Morals and good Senſe might bring 
upon him, they did great Honour to his 
Parents, who, though they had it always 
in their Power, yet would not produce 
bim on the Stage of publick Life till every 
Method had been tried, and till a ſufficient 
Time had been allowed to wear them, in 
ſome meaſure at leaſt, away, But as ſoon as 
| theſe Guſts ſeemed to be blown over, they 
E procured him a Settlement in all Re ſpects 
fſuitable to his Birth and Expectations, and 
married him to the Daughter and Co- 
© . Heirefs, as I take it, of Sir Toa Wincheſ- 
tomb, of Bucklebury, in the County of Berks, 
© Baronet; a Gentleman of a very fair For- 
tune, which deſcended to him from a Per- 
* Fon famous in out old Story by the fami- 
Har Name of Jack of Newbury, Such as 
> Pique themſelves on a graver Stile, would 
| tell you that Mr. Jobn Wincheſcomb was a 

* Clothier 
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Lad Viſcoui BOLINGBROKE. In. 1 
* Clotbier: of that Town in the Reign of 


Henry the Eighth, that in thoſe: Days he. 
kept an Hundred Looms} and that to ſhew _ Y 
his Duty to his King, and his Love for 
his Country, he marched with an Hundred 

-of his Workmen, well cloathed at his own 
Expence, to Flodden-Field ; and content 


with the Glory of having had a Share in 


that Victory, which coſt the King of Scots 
his Life, returned with his little Army to 
his native Town, and quitting the Poſt of 
Captain reſumed that of Citizen. He too, 


by: the Way, was a Benefactor to the 


Church; and as the People of Newbury 
formerly ſhewed his ' Houſe, fo they ſtil! 
point to the Pulpit and the Fower which * 

were of his erecting. Upon this Marriage 


a large Settlement was made, the good Ef- 
fects of which he felt in his old Age, 


though a great Part of what his Lady 2 
brought him was taken from him in con» 
ſequence of his Attainder. 


Tux very ins Year be was elected with 


Henry Pynnel, Eſq; for the Borough of Wot- 
ton- Baſſet, and fat in the fifth Parliament 


of King William the Third, which met on 


the tenth of February, and in which Robert 1 


watt Eſq; was choſen, for the firſt l 
C 4 Time, 
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Time, Speaker. At this juncture Mr. Sr. 
Jobn was about twenty-ſix Years of Age, 
and might be preſumed to take his Seat in the 
. Engliſh Senate, with as many Advantages as 
almoſt any Gentleman that ſat there; and 
this being conſidered, you cannot pay any 


great Regard to the Stories you have been 


told of his being introduced to Places and 
Power by this or that great Man. He was 
not. called to Employment haſtily, he had 
Time to diftinguiſh, and make himſelf 
known ; and therefore, when he arrived at 
an Employment we may preſume that he 
deſerved it, or that he acquired it, as in 
thoſe Days moſt People did, in Virtue of 
his Connections; which however, as you 
will hereafter ſee, were with ſuch People as 
could -not by any Means look upon him as 
their — | 


Bur to give you a juſt Notion of this 
Matter, and that your Mind may be guard- 
ed againſt thoſe Prejudices which are ſo 
early, and fo aſſiduouſly infuſed into young 
People, I muſt take the Liberty of diſ- 
courſing largely upon Parties, yet without 


entering into any Detail of their Principles; 


becauſe I pretend to ſhe you, that theſe 
are of no more Conſequence. than Field- 
Marks 
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Marks in a Day of Battle; fo that it is not 
the quitting, but the being of a Party that _ 
is ſcandalous. To ſhift from Faction to 
Faction is inexcuſable and infamous. A 
Man may be no worſe than a Fool who ad- 
heres to one Faction all his Life; but he 
who ſhifts from Side to Side, inſtead of 
keeping in the Middle, as he ought, can be 
= little better than a Knave, let his Fa- 

, his Faculties, his Fortune, be what 
ah will, ſince all theſe are but accidental . 
Advantages, for the Poſſeſſion of which 
even this World will call him to an Ac- 
count. The only genuine Claims to Cha- 
racter are an honeſt Heart, a candid Be- | 
haviour, public Spirit, clean Hands, and a 
Conduct invariably upright, for all which, 
or rather from all which I moſt ardently _ 
wiſh to ſee you diſtinguiſhed, and wes 
therefore contribu te to it _ I could... 
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a Non eſt magis vituperandus proditor Patria, quam 
communis Utilitatis aut Salutis deſertor, proptef 


ſuam Onlitatem aut  Salutem. Cic. 


. The real Meaning of the W ords Party and 


Faction. Diſputes about liberty no way 
| beneficial to the People. Title to the 
Cron a mere Cant-word of Fattion. Re- 
- Higious Diſputes abuſed to the ſame End. 
"Queen Elizabeth governed by balancing 


James. 'How the Conſtitution was over- 


* 


uy eien e Charles II. Digreſſon as to the | 
Spirit ef Animoſity again the French. 
b beir Behaviour to the Royal Family in 
Exile Cajole Charles II. into the Sale of | 


g em by them in the Reign of Charles I. 
Succelſion of Tyrannies weary the Nation in. 


1% reftoring it. Hiſtory of Faction during the 


'  Fattions. Factions in Effect govern Ring 


. Dunkirk, and then expoſe him. Deceive | 


him, and exaſperate bis Subjects till bis 


Death. King James II. the Author «f | 


bis own Misfortunes at Heme and Abroad. : 


7 


Took. his Inſtruments of Il. adminiſtration 


cut of both Parties. Revolution a tempo- 


rary Suſpenſion of Parties which revive} 


with freſh Vigour, and diſturb that ꝛubolt 


Reign, 


Reign. Full Proof of this from the Pro- 
| ceedings on the Partition Treaties. Ro- 
marks upon thoſe Proceedings, and prac- 
tical Concluſion, of this Diſcourſe. 


the Words Party and Fattion really mean: 


the utmoſt that it is in my Power to do is 


to tell you my own Sentiments of them, 


and then to lay before you the Evidence | 


upon which my Notions are grounded. A 
Party then is, as I take it, a Set of Men 
connected together, in Virtue of their hav- 
ing, or, which in this Caſe is the ſame 


Thing, pretending to have the private 
Opinion with Reſpect to public Concernss | 

and while this is confined to Sentiment or 

Diſcourſe, without interfering with the Ma- 


nagement of Affairs, I think it wears pro- 
perly that Denomination; but when it pro- 


ceeds further, and n Lielan Mens Con- 


duct, in any conſiderable Degree, it becomes 
Faction. 


In all ſuch Caſes there are re- 
vealed Reaſons, and a reſerved Motive. By 


revealed Reaſons, I mean a certain Set of 


T is far tom bling an eaſy Matter to 
ſtate to you, fairly and clearly, what 
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plauſible Doctrine which may be ſtiled the ö 


Creed of the Party; but the reſerved Mo- 
tive belongs to Fadlion only, and is the 


THIRST ® 98 3 
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TairsT of Powsr. The Creeds of Parties 
vary like thoſe of Sets; but all Factions 


have the ſame Motive, which never im- 


plies more or leſs than a Luft of Dominion, 
though they may be, and generally are, co- 


vered with the ſpecious Pretences of Self- 


Denial, and that Vehemence referred to Zeal 
for the Public, which flows in Fact from A- 
varice, Self- Intereſt, Reſentment and other 
private Views. 


War induced me to take up theſe 
Sentiments, was the Conſideration of our 
own Hiſtory, which appears to me from the 
Compariſon of Meaſures and Men to de- 
monſtrate this beyond. the Power of Denial, 


or even of Doubt. The firſt Diſputes af. 


ter the Conqueſt, between the Crown and 
the Barons, were about Liberty, a Word 


often abuſed, and never more ſo than in 
' thoſe Times, when the Condition of the Peo- 


ple was not in the leaſt mended, whether the 
King or whether the Barons prevailed. They 
ſpent their Blood and Treaſure indeed very 
freely on both Sides, though in Reſpect to 


them, the Queſtion was ſimply this, who/e 
Chain they ſhould wear. 


Tux Dethroning of Richard TI. latrö- 
Funn another plauſible Topic, which was 
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was preached up to gain ſuch as really thought 


Chiefs of a Party could convert it into a 
a Faction, the reſerved Motive quickly ap- 
peared to be the real Rule of their Conduct, 
as is evident from the Behaviour of Harry 
Het ſpur, Archbiſhop Scroop, and the refl 
of their Aſſociates, who had been forward 
enough in raiſing Henry of Bolingbroke to 
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they expected to govern him; but he taking 
upon him, as a King, to govern. them, 


d about Title, however, was ſo favourable a 
d WE Pretence, for ſuch as pretended to ſet a 


in Colour of public Spirit upon private Views, 


- that it was ſtill kept alive, as long as the 


ry ever Men of moderate Underſtandings might 
to think, we can hardly believe that the Great 
oſe meant any thing beyond making, or con- 


tinuing themſelves ſuch. The famous Earl 
of Warwick was on both Sides. He firſt +7 
8 Henry the Sixth into a Priſon, then 


fought 


Lord Viſcount BOLINGBROKE. . 1.5 
that of Title to the Crown ; but though this 


there was ſomewhat in it, yet whenever the 


they queſtioned his Right to the Crown, and 
this being decided by Arms, he had the 
good Luck to kill ſome in the Field, and. 
f. BE brought the reſt to the Block. The Debate 


Factions of Tork and Lancaſter rendered this 
ey M$ fruitful Iſland a Field of Blood. But what- 
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the Title of Henry the. Fourth, for which 1 


*  Menorns of the Lirx, &c. of 
5 4 ht to ſet him at Liberty, and died at 
kalt in the Defence of a mixed Quarrel; 
from a Deſign he had of blending the Titles, 
and yet reſerve more than regal Power to 
himſelf, which, whatever it had in it of E- 
quity or Right, or whether it. had the 
ſmalleſt ee of either, had at leaſt this 
2 in it of Propriety, that it was his own, and 
be not only proved it by his Actions, but 
3 ſealed .it with his Blood, that he would 
never adhere to any Title, or be quiet un- 
der any King, whom he cculd not direct. 
When Richard, Duke of Gloucefter, con- 
ceived a Project of becoming* Richard the 
Third, the Duke of Buckingham entered 
into his Faction, but after his becoming un- 
- grateful, that is, ungovernable, the Duke 
= was ſharp-ſighted enough, though ſome ſay 
be uſed the Help of Epiſcopal. Spectacles, 
- to diſcern a juſt Title in the Houſe of Lan- 
* 8 which Diſcovery coſt firſt his Life, 
21 then the King's. | 


2 - - 4 
_ 


Ar length even a diſputed Title became 

fo thread-bare a Topic, that thoſe who aſpired | 
-to Power foynd it neceſſary to adopt a new 
Subject for Debate, and this was Religion, 
n which, the warmeſt Sticklers on both 
Sides, were juſt as ſincere as they had been 
in 


* Mad Viſc6unt it BOLINGBROKE. "3 
in their Loyalty. Gardiner, who was an Fe - 


preached and acted for the King's Divorce, 


Good of his Family, and that his Sons might : I 


Leſſons he had taught them, 


firſt Engliſh Monarch, who undertook” to 


they made no e of W it, by dif. 


Man, and an excellent Politician, wrote, 0 


and againſt the Pope s Supremacy, in or- 
der to gain a Place in Henry the Eighth's 
Privy Council; but declared againſt the Di- 
vorce, and was the great Champion of Po- 
pery, when he became Chancellor and Prime- 
Miniſter to Mary. On the other Hand, 
Jobn Dudley, Earl of Warwick, and Duke 
of Northumberland, who had been half a 


© Proteſtant in the Reign of Henry the Eighth, - 


and a zealous one in that of Edward the 
Sixth, died a Papiſt under Mary, for 'the 


have an Opportunity of practiſing the wife 


| Ou Kings were ſometimes made, and 
often over · ruled; but Elizabeth was the 


govern by Factions. It was a dangerous but 
it was a neceſſary Meaſure. ' She found 3 
them formed, and it was her Prudence tb 
balance them. The Heads of thoſe Fac- 
tions were able and enterprizing Men; but 
like the Heads of all Factions they kept 
their own Power conſtantly in View, and 
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ferent, and even oppoſite Methods. Ro- 
bert, Earl of Leiceſter, Son of John Duke 


of Northumberland, took up his ' Father's i 
Religion and Politics, as he left them on 
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the Scaffold : He was a Papiſt to pleaſe q 
Queen Mary, and profeſſed great Reſpect I 


for the Spaniards, that he might be in the 
good Graces of King Philip. In this Situ- 1 


ation Elizabeth found him; he ſeemed to 
make a clear Turn at her Acceſſion, but in 
a little Time he came about again, ſtruck 
in with ſuch as were popiſhly affected, was 
in the Secret of the Duke of Nerfolk's De- 
Gen of eſpouling Mary Queen of Scots, and 
zealous for her being declared the Queen's 
Succeſſor. That Scheme failing, he reverſed 
his Father's Plan, put himſelf at the Head 
of the Puritans, and under that Pretence, 


had like to have made himſelf a Prince in 
. Holland, where, Cambden ſays, he formed a | 


Project of ſeizing the Prince of Orange; 
failing in that too, his Head was full of 


new Schemes, when ſurprized by Death, 
upon which the Remains of his Faction ad- 


' hered to the Earl of Eſex. The great 
Lord at the Head of the other Faction was 
ſuppoſed to have taken off the Head of the 
| Duke of Norfolk, and avowed the taking 
* off that of the Queen of Scots, yet reſolved 
. Rn to 


HT 
Ltd 8 


e © Ma #Acoc Ac mu—— a a  AMNXMS ac oe, et. av wn o£ 


3 at laſt her Heart, 


W 3 4 In 10 

9 1 1 - 5 ; Be - 
* N A - 

7 . 9 . 

Ya A Ly 


l - 


1370 Viſcount wr OE. 41 


to ſecure the Succeſſion to her Son, which 
was accompliſhed by his own, who tri- 


umphed over the oppoſite Faction, gave 


Law, with little Ceremony, to his Royal 


Miſtreſs, which ſoon broke — Spirits, and 


* 


In the Reign of King Fames, Parties 


Wo were very early formed, which were quick- 
ly converted into Factions. He wanted the 


Art, he wanted the Spirit of his Predeceſ- 
ſor; they were the Support of her Power, 
but the Bane of his. He was naturally pa- 
cific, and though this did not contribute 


much to the Glory, and, which is ſtranger, 


could not ſecure Quiet to his Adminiſtra- 
tion, yet it was highly beneficial to his Sub- 
jects, who from thence were enabled to 


T augment their Properties, and conſequently 


to augment. their Power, He was jealous 


W himſelf of his Prerogative, and thereby ex- 
cited a Jealouſy of it in his People, tho“ 
he never exerciſed it in any Degree compa- 


rable to his Predeceſſor, as will appear 
clearly, by comparing the Proceedings in 


her Parliaments, and in his. Thoſe Jea- 


louſies ſerved to diſturb his Government, 
and made Way for a new Court Faction, 
which Elizabeth never wanted ; theſe were 
- the 
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the Undertakers, who, upon Condition that 
their Terms were granted, promiſed to 
make fair Weather with his Parliaments, 
which Scheme however proved abortive, | 
and in reality produced foul. Ry was 
preſſed on one Side to engage in a War for 
the Recovery of the Palatinate, and re- 
ſtrained on the other, from obtaining Satis- Wi 
faction for the Inſults offered to his Subjects 
by the Dutch, in the Eaſt-Indies, and this ii 
by the very ſame Men. His Fears, and his Wk 
falſe Politicks kept him in continual Diſ- 
quiet, and yet, if we credit Sully's Memoirs, 
or Ralegb's Diſcou:ſe of Parliaments, . we 
- ſhall find that he was not ignorant of his 
-own Condition, or of the Arts by which he 
was ſometimes diſtreſſed by. Faction, and 
almoſt always enſlaved. His Miſtakes were 
not only fatal to himſelf but his Sen, and 
to his Subjects. He weakened the Prero- 
gative, by claiming Rights which were notÞl 
his; he expoſed this Weakneſs, by. deliſt- 
ing from thoſe Claims whenever they camel 
to be diſputed ; and provoked Multitudesf 
by pretending to abſolute Power, while at 
the ſame Time he was remiſs in the proper 
Exerciſe of that Power, which he had byf 
Law, and which, wiſely managed, would 

| have 
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ave done more than the irregular Means 
he was inclined to wie. 


„ 4 Ar the A0 of Charles the Firſt, 
Where were Factions within Doors and 
for | 3 without, that is, in the Court and in the 

WC ountry. The Favourite, Buckingham, lived 
Wn a State of War, ſupported by his Crea- 


enue, and covered by the Prerogative, 
which was conſtantly exerted in his Defence. 
he Language of the Party formed againſt 
him, was very plauſible, and their Conduct 


we in purſuing him had been Jaudable, if it 
his {had been ſincere, that is, if they had meant 
he Whothing more than they pretended. Out of 
and this Party the King took his next Miniſter, 


ere ¶ N bomas, Earl of Strafford, in Oppolition 
and o whom his old Aſſociates became an a- 
ro- Nyowed and implacable Faction. That No- 
not leman was too wife not to incline to any 
ſiſt·Natisfaction they could aſk; but when he 


Perceived that no Satisfaction could be 
Niven them, he recurred to what had pre- 
ſerved his Predeceſſor, which however could 


bl is Maſter would have done it by a Com- 
ouldpromiſe, if it had not been for the Death 
have of the Earl of Bedford. The Nature of 


Wures, whom he paid out of the Crown Re- 


not preſerve him, though it is probable : 


this 
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this Compromiſe, which is recorded at large 
by the noble Hiſtorian, 1s a Caſe in Point to 
my Purpoſe, and will ſhew you, by what 
trivial Accidents, and upon what flight 
Grounds, that. Civil War was begun, which 
overturned the Conſtitution, The Break- 
mg out of. this War, which was the Work 
of: Factions, was not likely to extingmſh 
them. They continued in Parliament and: 
at Court; the former had Friends at -Ox- 
ford, and the latter did not want them at 
London, but they contributed only to widen 
the Breach, and inſtead of ſoftening to ir- 
ritate both Parties. At length, a ſmall 
Number of Perſons having got Poſſeſſion of 
the Army, and having aſſumed. the Name 
of a Senate, triumphed over the King, and 
the Nobility, and over the People, and 
their Friends ; for thoſe who began the War 
were at the End of it as little conſidered, 
as thoſe againſt whom it was begun. The 
great Leaders, in the firſt Quarrel, are to 
be found amongſt the excluded Members, 
who were become Spectators, and ſome of 
them very ſorrowful Spectators, of that 
Scene of Ruin and Confuſion they had 
helped to bring on. | 
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© Tur Monarchy overthrown, a newy 
Form of Rule ſtarted up, which by an 

© I unaccountable Fatality was not only ſubyert- 
it ed by Cromwell, but all the great Things 


1 they did, during the little Time they laſted, 
re moſt falſly and unjuſtly aſcribed to him. 
5 The noble Writer I am going to put into 


your Hands, will tell you that Cromwell 


1d chaſtized the Dutch ; but when or where 
did he chaſtize them ? The Dutch War was 
at JI in reality made by Oliver St. Jobn, in Re- 
en ſentment of the ill Uſage he received, or 
thought he had received, in Holland 3 
f was carried on by the Rump, or, to ſpeak 
26 decently of thoſe who .uſed their Power 
better 5 they obtained it, the Remnant 
of the Houſe of Commons, who ſeized 


g me ſupreme Authority towards the Cloſe 
£5 of the Civil War. All.that Cromwell had 
Ne to do with the Dutch was granting them a 


Peace, upon much eaſier Terms. than the' 


30 Þ Parliament would have done. I do not 
4 end you for this to Clarendon or Warwick, 


you will find it aſſerted by Whitlock, Lud- 
low, Ruſhworth, Slingsby, Bethel, Coke, and 
by all the Writers on that Side. The Pro- 
tector could not extinguiſh Parties, but he 
got the better of Factions. Thurlce, like 


I alfingham, 
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46 Memoirs of the Lire, Kc. of 
Walfingham, had, the wonderful Art of weav. 
ing Plots, in which buſy People were ſo en- 
tangled that they could never eſcape, but 
. were ſometimes ſpared upon Submiſſion, at 
others, hanged for Examples. But with the 
Protector, Oliver, this Spirit diſappeared, 
and Faction crept immediately out of his 
SGBrave, with an hundred Heads, and an 
hundred Hands. If theſe had been civil 
Factions only, Richard might have reigned); 
but when they once took Poſſeſſion of Wal. 
lingford Houſe, he thought, and perhaps 
he thought wiſely, that it was high Time 
to retire. In this perplexed State of Things, 
thoſe whom Oliver had turned out, re- 
ſumed that Power which he had taken from 
them. Mont, who commanded the Army 
in Scotland, not knowing how they might 
uſe. it in reſpect to him, marched ſlowly in 
to England, and hearing the People every 
where regret being ſo often abuſed, and 
abandoned, thought it beſt for them, as well 
as ſafeſt for himſelf, to be adviſed by the 
eneral Whiſper, that the old Government 
ſhould be reſtored. The Populace, long 
drunk with Sound, were by ſucceſſive Ty: t 
rants whipped i into their — | 
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3 ER the 5 of King Charles * 


Second, the Nation had a Specimen of 
true Patriotiſm in the Conduct of his Mi- 


niſters, Clarendon and Sauibampton; who 
thought a better Proof of Loyalty to their 
Maſter could not be given, than by a firm 


Adherence to the Conſtitution. The Duke 
of Albemarle had the Honour of reſtoring 

| Him, but to theſe two noble Earls indiſ- | 
putably the Glory belongs of reſtoring Ir. 
Soon after the Death of the latter, a Fac-" 
tion was formed, by a Caalition of Parties, 


againſt the former, and the King, though 


he had ſeen. the Error of his Father, in re- 


ſpect to the Earl of Strafford, acted the like 


Part with regard to the Earl of Clarendon; 
one Circumſtance only excepted, which was 
his concurring in that Meafure, to which 
his Father was forced. This Faction, 
which, in the Guiſe of Patriots, had ac- 
-compliſhed the Ruin of the Chancellor, 


came very ſoon after into Power, and were 
diſtipguiſhed, with great Propriety, by the 
Title of the Cabal. They firſt endeavoured 


to ſecure the King, by 3 to put 


hjm in Poſſeſſion of a Plenitude of Power; 
but when he ſaw the Conſequences! attend-- 


ing, and * muſt have attended the Mea- 
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EF  fures they purſued, he ſtopped ſhort, for 

Which they abuſed him; and fome of them, 
diſmiſſed from his Service, put themſelves 
at the Head of an Oppoſition, conducted 
with great Violence, and which ſubſiſted as 
long as he lived. The chief Pretence for 


| this was the King's Connection with France, 
Into which. however he was drawn by the 
Cabal, and his Want of Affection for the 
Dutch, which flowed: from the ſame Source. 
The Minifters, who had gone the greateſt 
Lengths with reſpe& to both, one of whom 
had been Embaſſador to the French Mo- 
narch at Utrecht ; and the other, who, in 
expreſs Terms, declared that Holland ought 
to be deſtroyed, and this to both Houſes of 
Parliament, were not aſhamed to make their 
own Peace, by laying the whole Blame up- 
on their Maſter. They went farther, and 
impeached the noble Perſon who ſucceeded. 
them in Power, of engaging in a Negotia- 
tion with France, in which they knew he 
had little Share, and that what little Share 
he had, was againſt his Will; at the ſame 
wy they took into their Councils, the 
very Miniſter who propoſed and negotiated 
this Treaty, and whoſe only Title to Favour, 
was imputing this Crime to another, Who, 
_ the very Face of Accuſation, was more 
| 7 innocent 
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innocent of it than himſelf,” In the Midſt of 

the Ferment raiſed by this political Clamour, 
the French Miniſter, reſiding at the King's 
Court, was taken intò their Conſultations, 
and had a great Share in. directing: that Cla- 
mour,, which was principally founded up- 
on the King of Great-Britain's having too 
cloſe a Correſpondence with the King his 
Maſter. There is in this ſomething ſo 
groſs, and ſo contradictory, that it would 
be juſtly exploded as an Abſurdity, if we 
had not indiſputable Evidence of it, in the 
| Letters and Memoirs of the Duke of Leeds; 
and it is very poſſible, that the World may 
"receive till farther Information upon this 
Head, in caſe the Letters of a certain French 
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Miniſter.ſhould, as it is confidently report- 


ed they will, very ſhortly be produced to 
public View. A Circumſtance that will 
not only gratify our Curioſity, but, which 
is of far greater Importance, inform our 


Underſtandings, and teach us what to think. 


of French Politicks, when employed in the 


Direction either of our Parriots, or our 
gs. 


Bor this! is a Point of great Conſequence. 
There has been always a Spirit of Jealouſy 
of French Meaſurcs, and of Animoſity a- 


D grinſt 
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. gainſt that Nation, predominant in this; 


ticular Purpoſes, has been treated as unjuſt, 


barbarous, and very contrary to that good 


Senſe, and general Application to thinking, 
which the French themſelves, though not 


apt to flatter their Neighbours, have always 
allowed to the Inhabitants of Britain. That 


ſuch a Spirit there is, I believe to be true; 


nor can I bring myſelf to believe that it is 
groundleſs. In the Reign of King James 


the Firſt, if we may believe Sully's Memoirs, 
or rather thoſe which paſs under that great 


Man's Name, Henry the Fourth. took 
great Pains to engage him in that Syſtem, 


| 


by which, being in no Condition to do it 
by Force, France was to be complimented 


with univerſal Influence, out of Reſpe®t to 


her Moderation. The King treated this 
with Civility and Regard, but without be- 
ing the Dupe of it, or of many other Ne- 


gotiations, which were from Time to Time 
| ſet on Foot, to draw him into a cloſe Con- 
nection with that Crown, under the ſpe- 
cious Pretences of Deference for his Go- 
vernment, and Affection for his Perſon, 


though 


- 
_ * 
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though we have no real Inſtance of the 
former, at leaſt that is well ſupported, and 

many blunt Jeſts are recorded, that mani- 
- feſtly deſtroy the latter. At the End of 
his Reign, a Paſſage was denied to the 
Troops of Count Mansfield, through the 
Territories of France, which plainly dif- _ 
covered the Infincerity of thoſe Profeſſions, 1 
made with great Warmth, and often re- 
peated. His Son Charles the Firſt defeated 
the Deſign that was formed between the 
French and Dutch for dividing the Lo- 
Countries, contrary to the Faith of Treaties, | 
and the Intereſt of this Nation, to maintain 
the Balance of Power; for which the French” 
Miniſter, Richlieu, revenged himſelf by 
ſtirring up Troubles in Scotland, and blows © 
ing the Embers of national Diſcontent,” into 
that Flame, which put it out of our Power": 
to interpoſe for many Years, in giving a 
Check to the ambitious Deſigns of that dar- 
ing and able Prieſt, which have prov'd the” 
Source of almoſt all the Troubles in Eu- 
rope, as might be made appear from our 
beſt Hiſtories if the French themſelves were 
at any Pains to deny them; but as they 
1 are 


A 


— 
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are not, and the Facts remain uncontroverted, 
i would be needleſs and therefore tedious. | 


* is — Matter of F act, alſo, notorious 
do all the World, that Mazarine preferring 

his own private Intereſt, and the immediate 
Advantages that might be made by his Aſ- 
fſiſtance, induced his Maſter to enter into a 
cloſe Alliance with the Prote&or Cromwell, 
to which he ſacrificed the Honour of the 
Crown of France, and the Reſpect due to 


the Royal Family, by conſenting to expel 


Princes, immediately deſcended from Hen- 
ry the F ourth, merely to obtain the Good- 
| Sil of: Oliver, to whom he paid not on- 


I the higheſt Deference, hut a Sort of ſla- 


viſh. Obedience. Upon his Demiſe, bis 
Miniſter - Lockbart, was ſtill ſo much re- 
garded, that both Mazarine, and the Spa- 
| 1% Prime-Miniſter, Don Lewis de Haro, 
b him in Ceremony, while the Treaty 
of the Pyrences was on the Carpet, at the 
ſime Time that they declined ſeeing King 
Charles, who was in the Neighbourhood, ' 
The ſame Motives which induced the French 


to take this Step, engaged them, as Mr, 
Locke 
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Locke aſſures us, to tamper with Monk, as 
the Dutch had done with Cromwell, to ſet © i 
up for himſelf, under a Promiſe of ſup- - 
porting him to the utmoſt. The King him. 
ſelf was ſo ſenſible of all this, that he would 
not truſt his Perſon in their Dominions, 
and probably would not have been reſtored, 
or at wore not ſo eaſily, if he urn ; 


Ares his Return to BY Adminifita- 
"Wi of the Government at Home, he was 
exceedingly careſſed by the French King, 
who found Means: to purchaſe Dunkirk for 
'a Song; the Stores, and other Things 
found there, being worth all that was paid 
for it, and no ſooner had it in his Hands, 
than he cauſed a Medal to be ſtruck, to 
proclaim his own Wiſdom, and Charles*s 
Folly. He encouraged the Dutch to un- 
dertake the firſt War in that Reign, that 
the Maritime Powers might weaken each 
other by Sea, and not only aſſiſted them 
againſt England, but treated with Mr. Ab 
gernon Sidney, and others of that Party, 
for reviving the Republic, as you may read 
in Ludlow's Memoirs: in the Appendix to 


D 3 which 
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wich there is the Copy of the Paſſport, 
granted to that Gentleman, to facilitate his 
Journey to Paris. At the very ſame Time 
- he made an Offer to the King of his good 
Offices for concluding a Peace, and while 
this was actually treating at Breda, the 
French Court was privy to the Deſign of 
the Expedition into the Thames, which was 
delayed for ſome Days in Expectation of a 
French Squadron, that was to have aſſiſted 
therein, but which never appeared, that 
the Reſentment of this Action might fall 
wholly upon the Duich. To heighten this 
Reſentment, an Account was printed at the 
End of Tapvernier's Voyages, of the Man- 
ner in which the Servants of the Dutch 
Eaſt- India Company at Gambron cauſed 
King Charles the Second to be burnt in Ef. 
figy, and this notwithſtanding the Governor 
of the Shah of Perſia did all that Was in his 


Power to hinder it. 


- By this, and by various other Inſinuations 
af the ſame Kind, the Way was prepared 
or the ſecond Dutch War, undertaken at the 


Igation of France, in which a Squadron 
of 
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of their new Maritime Force was "employed, 
on the Side, though not far the Aſſiſtance 
of the | Engliſh, but to learn the Art of 
working Ships of War, and managing a 
Fight at Sea; and an Officer, who, from 
mere Point of Honour, behaved gallantly 
in one of thoſe Engagements, was ill- treat- 
ed for it at his Return. The Truth of 


theſe Facts might poſſibly have been queſ: | 


tioned, if the | Succeſs of the French, in 
their Endeavours, had not ſo far taken 
from them all Senſe of Shame, as to en- 
gage them to boaſt of theſe Practices, as the 
Effects of a refined and ſuperior Policy, 
to 'which, in ſome Meaſure Lewis XIV. 
owed the Sirname of Great. But in order 
to attain this pompous Title, which has 


been often fatal, ſeldom fortunate, to thoſe 


who wore it, he condeſcended to Actions 
that were extremely little; ſuch as practiſing * 
upon our King's warm Affection for his 
Siſter, and ſending over with her a danger- 
ous Beauty, whoſe Charms might faſcinate 
a Prince devoted to his Pleaſures, and by 
becoming the Canal of French Counſels 
turn his private Misfortunes into a public 
99182 D 4 Calamity. 
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& _ Calamity, It appears therefore from this 
ſiuccinct and unexaggerated View. of the In- 
Juries we recelved from France, that if we. 
are really, as they ſtile us, a penetrating, 
"thoughtful, and ſpeculative Nation; we muſt 


*. 


4 neceſſatily acquire ſuch a Spirit, as has been 
| before deſcribed ; a Spirit. which, by great 
Obligations, may poſſibly be quenched in 


particular Men; a Spirit, which, to facili- 
tate their private Views, a Party may be 
brought to conceal, or even to diſſemble; 
but a Spirit which can never be eradicated 
from the Boſom of the People, who judge 
I N from Experience, and who, though they 
may be deceived in other Senſes, are leaft 
of all to be impoſed upon in reſpect to their 
Feeling : And this is the Reaſon that what- 

* ; | 
ever Party clamoured againſt France, has 
| been always ſure of having the Nation on 
their Side, though they might be ſome- 
times in the Wrong; and whatever Party 
cloſed with France, has, in the End, had 
= the Voice of the Public againſt them, tho? 
. in ſome Meaſure in the Right; which Re- 
mwmark, if you bear in Mind, will ſerve to 
explain many Things with Eaſe and Cer- 
{A tainty, 
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tainty, which, conſidered in any other 
Light, will appear equally men con- 
tradictory and unaccountable. E in 


Tus Reflections he me el 4 
back to that ſhort Hiſtory of Parties from 
which 1 digreſſed; and the firſt Remark 
that 1 ſhall make on the Reign, to which 
we are now arrived, will, 1 hope, ſufficient- 
ly juſtify that Digreſſion. The Acceſſion 
of King James the Second, to the Throne of 
theſe Kingdoms, was peaceable indeed, but 
withal it was very perplexed; ſince, except 
thoſe of his - own Religion, his Subjects» * 
were, generally ſpeaking, full of Apprehen- 
ſions. Yet his Declaration in Council, and 
bis behaving ' at firſt in a Cavalier Man-- 
ner to the Court of France, had ſuch” an 
Effect, that if it had not been quickly can- 
celled by his ſubſequent Behaviour, it would 
have ſilenced all Prejudices, and ſecured 
him the Affections of his People. It is 


ſaid that Lewis himſelf was ſenſible of this, A 
and diſcovered great Satisfaction, when, as j 
he expreſſed it, he found bis King would” | 
take bis Money, as well as his Brother, The 


D 5. ho King 


1 — — —— — 0 a mY 6 Suga n 23 — _ * 9 
N " ” CY * * * 
n wy bt; 4 : \ TP 4 * : op; 
, 9 P \ Fe * $4 0 
» % 7 34 z 


* 9 = ” . „ 4 * 1 - 
8 2 ä R 2 9 bn * W 4 
* IF . * ” — 
* ſ "0 « 2 SF WS» N 
* = oy 9 o 


2 Mevorns of che Linn, ice. of 
AY of England was not a Prince of great 
Addreſs, and was farther ſtill from being a 


deep Politician; but he wanted not ſome 


Qualities that might have rendered him ve- 


q acceptable to the Bulk of the Nation. 


He was regular and punctual in every 
Thing, a great Oeconomiſt, loved Trade, 
and underſtood it; but his Zeal for the Po- 
piſn Religion, and his Attachment to 


France, which was the Effect of that Zeal, 


very ſoon alienated the Hearts of the Peo- 


ple at home, and excited many Enemies 
abroad. In Conſequence of the former, an 


Attempt was made to deprive him of the 
Crown, almoſt as ſoon as it was fixed upon 


huis Head; but it was the latter that depriv- 
ed him of his Dominions, when he thought 


himſelf ſecure by the Defeat of that, which 
was ſtiled Monmouth s Rebellion. His En- 
deavours to introduce Popery raiſed a gene- 
ral Conſternation, which, however, might 
poſſibly have ſubſided, if he had not enter- 
ed into a cloſe Conjunction with France, 
from a miſtaken Notion, that this would 
promote it. The League of Augsbourgb 


was privately formed in order to curb the 


exorbitant 
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exorbitant Power of Lewis the Fourteenth. 
The Prince of Orange, who was the Head, 


or rather the Soul of that Alliance, 3 | 


clearly, that the Ends of it could never be 
obtained, unleſs England could be detached 


from this unnatural Conjunction. This 


was attempted by the Imperial and Spaniſb 
Courts, with whom the Pope alſo co-ope-, 
rated. Bur Fames remained firm, or, to uſe 
a more proper Word, qbſtinate in his falſe 
Meaſures. This delivered the Proteſtant 
Religion from the greateſt Riſk, to which 
it had been expoſed from the Time of 
its legal Eſtabliſhment by Queen Eliaa- 
beth. "Ariother Circumſtance concurred to 
his Deſtruction; he, endeavoured to con- 
ceal his Deſign in Favour of Popery, by 
promoting a general Toleration; and that 
he might appear to be in earneſt in this Re- 
ſpect, he was indulgent to Diſſenters of all 
Denominatiòns, and remarkably kind to the 
Prench Proteſtants, which, in ſome De- 
gree, anſwered his Purpoſe at home, bur 


had a very different Effect abroad. The 5 


Dutch, not without Reaſon, ſuſpected he 
' bad no great Good-Will towards them, 
and 
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and perceiving, that whatever he meant, 
his Toleration, joined to the flouriſhing 
Circumſtances his Subjects were in, would 
very ſoon prove fatal to their Commerce, 
ſhewed a Readineſs to take any Step that 
might prevent it. This ſuggeſted the 
Scheme of the Revolution, promoted the 
Execution, andy ſecured the Succeſs of it. 
The Pope, the Emperor, the King of Spain, 
and ſeveral Princes of Germany, but parti- 


cularly the Elector of Brandenburgh lent 


. their Aſſiſtance willingly, and lent it to a 


Prince the moſt capable of managing ſuch 
a Deſign, with that Secreſy and Addreſs, 
which could alone hinder it from proving a- 
bortive. King James did not ſuſpect it till 
it was too late, and though Lewis the Four- 
teenth ſaw it earlier, and made ſome At- 
tempts to prevent it; yet theſe were ſo far 
from having the intended Effect, that they 
only ſerved to convince the Dutch of the 
Neceſſity of Riſking all, to ſave themſelves 
from the Conſequences of having once em- 
barked 1 in it. 


uy this Series of Facts bas not already 
'S ſhewn 
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ſhewn you, that the ſpecious Opinions of 
Party ſerve only to ſubject the public Inte- 
reſts to the Views of private Men, and are 
the Seeds of Factions, that aim at nothing 


more than the Poſſeſſion of Power; the ſim- 


ple Conſideration of this Event will convince 


you. King James, miſled by wrong Notions; 
as to the Nature of his own Authority, and 


the Obedience due from his Subjects, me- 
ditated the Subverſion of the Conſtitution 
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in Church and State. Did he want Inftru- - 2 


ments in in doing this? Were his Miniſters 


all of one Party? Did not ſome, who be: 
fore, and after, bore. the Appellation of 
Whigs, concur in his Meaſures? And was 
there not here and there a Tory who de- 


clined any Concurrence? As all theſe Queſ- 


tions muſt be anſwered in the Affirmative, 
you cannot but ſee that Party Spirit and 


Public Spirit are very oppoſite Things. The 
former may be, and often is, very plauſible; 


but the latter only is Praiſe-worthy. -- The 4 


one may contribute to enrich and to aggran - 
dize particular Perſons, but it is the Propa- 
gation of the other, that muſt elevate Na- 
tions. When the Prince of Orange lagged 
Wl 
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with an Army, and Reſtraints were taken a- 
way, it preſently appeared, that, except Pa- 
piſts, almoſt all who had concurred with King | 
James did it from factious Views, other- 
wiſe they would not have deſerted him. If, 
inſtead of doing this then, they had done 
it at his Acceffion, it would have done them 
infinitely more Honour, and perhaps their 
Country more Good. He muſt then have 
ſeen the Notions. that governed him in a 
true Light, and he muſt have abandoned 
them, or he muſt have abdicated, in the 
ſtrict and proper Senſe of the Word; either 
of which had faved a great deal of T rouble 
and Confufion, | 


Bor to 19 this Matter ſtill farther, 
when the Throne was declared vacant, and, 
in conſequence of it, the Prince and Prin- 
eeſs of Orange were ſeated thereon, did 
this extinguiſh Parties? Nothing like ie, 
The Whigs were ſometimes in Oppoſition, 
the Tories had ſometimes a Share in Power; 
the ſame Struggles that had diſtreſſed and 
diſturbed the Nation, in the Reign of King 
Charles the Second, diſtreſſed and diſturbed 
it 
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it again, during the Reign of William the 
Third. The great Reproach, not of that 
| Reign, but of the Nation in that Reign, 
was the contracting a heavy Debt, which, 
as it might have been foreſeen, and was ac- 
tually foreſeen, has been increaſing ever 
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ſince, - But to what was that owing ? The 


Tories charge it upon the Whigs, who de- 
| viſed this Method of ſupporting a Govern- 
ment, in which ſome of the Tory Chiefs 
had however a ſhare, On the other hand, 
the Whigs lay it at the door of the Tories, 
who put it out of their Power to ſupport 
the Government any other Way. The 
Truth is, it aroſe from the prevalence of 
Party Spirit and from that Corruption which 
ae attends it which conſiſts in mak - 

ing the intereſts of the Public ſubſervient 
to the Views of particular Men. The 
Complaints of moſt of the Hiſtorians a- 
gainſt the Conduct of King William, are, 
in Fa&, his higheſt Commendations ; for 
they Charge him with an indifference as to 
Parties; he laboured to conſolidate them, 
and, finding that impracticable, he laboured 
to balance them, and in that he found very 
| great 
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great difficulties; from which Difficulties, 
however, he received ſome temporary Relief, 
from the conciliating Temper of the Duke 
of Shrewſbury, the Firmneſs of the Earl of 
Sunderland, (for the Earl of Sunderland was 
again employed) from the Dexterity of 
Lord Hallifax, from the Steadineſs of Lord 
Somers, and from the Fidelity of the Earl 
of Portland; but after all, theſe were only 
temporary reliefs and the Storm of Faction 
from Time to Time darkened and diſturbed 
the Adminiſtration of public Affairs from 
- the Day that he was declared King, to the 
very laſt Vear of his Reign, when the Scene 
began to clear up. | 


Tux political Temper which concluded 
it, was an Attack upon himſelf and his Mi- 
niſters, in reſpect to the Partition Treaties ; 

which, it is neceſſary for me to mention 
bere, in order to illuſtrate the Principles 
that I have advanced. The King reflecting 
on the many and grievous Difficulties to 
which he had been expoſed, in carrying on 
the laſt general War, and being ſincerely 
diſpoſed to take any meaſures conducive to 

the 
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lan, to the Arch-duke Charles, Son to the 
Emperor Leopold, and the reſt of the Do- 
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the Tranquillity and. independeney of Eu- 
rope, without running the Hazard of another, 


framed the Project of the firſt Partition 
Treaty, by which the Kingdoms of Na-. 
ples and Sicily, the Places on the Coaſt oß 


Luſcany, the Town and Marquiſate of Fi. 
nal, and the Province of Guipuſcoa, were 
given to the Dauphin; the Dutchy of Mi- 


minions of Spain to che Electoral Prince of 
Bavaria: which Treaty was ſigned at the 
Hague, October the 11th, 1698, by Count 


; Tallard, as Miniſter, Plenipotentiary "Shy vi | Z 
French King and the Dauphin his Son; by 


the Earl of Portland, on the Part of the 


King of Great- Britain, and by eight Pleni- 
potentiaries on the Behalf of the States-Ge- 


neral. The Death of the young Prince of 
Bavaria, rendering this Scheme impracti- 
cable, a new Treaty was concluded upon 

the ſame Principles for dividing the Domi- 
nions of Spain between the Dauphin, and 


the Arch-duke Charles of Auſtria, Which 4 
Treaty was ſigned by the Earls of Portland © Þ 
and Ferſey, Hut ** Cacholick Majeſty, _Þ 


540.4 | C dare 


66 Mewoins of the Live, &c. of 
Ebarles the Second, being himſelf very de- 
firous to prevent his Territories from be- 
ing difmembered, knowing this to be the 
Senſe of his Subjects, and being not igno- 
rant of the Step taken by the Allies, deter- 
mined to call Philip Duke of Anjou, the 
Dauphin's ſecond Son, to the entire Poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Dominions belonging to the 
Crown of Spain; which Will having been 


: accepted by Lewis the Fourteenth, the 


Tories charged this upon the Partition 
Treaty which they afferted--to be repug- 
nant to the Rules of natural Juſtice, deſtruc· 
tive of the Balance of Power in Europe, 
and a direct breach of the Grand Alliance, 
by a ſeparate Article to which, the Crown 
of Greai- Britain and the States General had 
ſolemnly promiſed to ſupport the Claim of 
his Imperial Majeſty, and the Houſe of 
Auſtria, to the Spaniſh Monarchy, againſt 
"the Pretenſions of the Houſe of Bourbon. 
They attacked the King in the groſſeſt Man- 
ner, by affecting to call this a felonious Trea- 
ty, knowing that it ſprung, originally, ra- 
ther from bim than from his Miniſters, _ 

* impoached the Earl of Portland, the 
Lord 
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Lord Somers, and the Lord Hallifau, for 
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tho Share they had in the Matter; but in 


Regard that the Earl of 'Ferſey had quitted 
his old Connection, they over looked him, 
though he had done as much as any of the 
reſt 3. and the Lord Haverſham having 
touched upon this, at a Conference, as hav- 
ing an Appearance of Partiality, they ſent 


after all this heat the Impeachments came 
to nothing, for the Lords put in their re- 
ſpective Anſwers, and the Houſe of Peers, 
having appointed a Day for the trial of the 
Lord Somers, and the Houſe of Commons 
not appearing, he was acquitted of the Im- 
peachment, by fifty-ſix Votes againſt Thir- 
ty-one; and the reſt of the Lords were 
ſoon after acquitted without any Diviſion. 


Tas Points to be abſerved, upon this 


up a Charge to the Lords againſt him. But 


Matter, are many: I will enumerate only a 


few. Firſt, That the Tories had exclaimed 
againſt the War, concluded by the Peace of 
Ryſwick, as burthenſome upon this nation, 
and advantageous. only to Foreigners, arid 


inſiſted upan every Meaſure that might dif 0 
able ; 
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able the King from entering into another 


War; and yet now they cenſured the King, 


and impeached his Miniſters, for endea- 


vouring, as far as was poſſible, to preſerve 


Peace. Secondly, Though there was no- 
thing clearer, than that the King, from a 
Principle of public Spirit, was content to 
negotiate with France, in reference to her 
Pretenſions on the Spaniſh Succeſſion, in 
order to precure à reafonable Satisfaction 
for the Houſe of Auſtria, yet the Houſe of 
Commons treated this as a high Preſump- 
tion, declaring the French King's Accep- 
tance of the Will, in Favour of the Duke 
of Anjou, a crying Act. of [njuſtice, and 


aſſerting the whole Right to that Succeſſion 


to be in the Emperor and his Deſcendants, 


Though after all, if the Kings of Great- 
Britain, France, and Spain were not com- 
petent Judges of this Queſtion, it would be 
no eaſy Matter to aſſign Arguments to prove 
them ſo. Lafliy, Here was the Poſition 
firit laid down, that no juſt and honourable 


Freaty could be made, unleſs the Right of 


the Emperor, and the Houſe of Auſtria, 


to the whole Spaniſh Succeſſion, was main- 


tained 
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tained and ſupported: However, in making 
the next general Alliance, - this peremptory 
Deciſion was very prudently diſregarded, 
and the Tories themſelves, afterwards, boaſt- 
ed of a Peace, that was made upon the 


V 1 —— * Ps - _— n 4 * * * 3 2 # 1 * 
aa "YT TY 2 « - i * 

a 1 a 9 * . N . * "57 9 ” * . : * Ls 7 * ** * * Y = 1 
* , * * Y bo * a” - - 


- Lord Viſcount BOLINGBROKE. 6g A 


Baſis of the Partition Treaties, when the 


Whigs took up their diſcarded Doctrine 
about the indefeazible Rights of the Houſe 
of Auſtria, and impeached the Makers of 
that Peace, though immediately after it 
was made, it received the Sanction of 
Parliament. The Concluſion I would have 
you draw from all this, is, that Party 
Pretences ought not to be the Rules of 
Action to any wiſe or worthy Man; and 
therefore it; is no Imputation on any Man, 
that he has ſlighted or contemned them, 
and that true public Spirit, confiſting in 
the invariable Purſuit of public Good, is 
the only certain Characteriſtic of a Pa- 
triot, whether it be diſcovered by the 
Meaſures, to which he adheres in Power, 
or from the Oppoſition he may be en- 


gaged in, to ſuch as are purſued, when he 
15 Out. 


® 


LE T- 


þ 0 ” * Þ N * 9 a of 0 «a 2 * 
* N A. * 9 7 " - hy * * n Af - 4 5 * 
: pan * p * ; OY 1 T ARCO FO + - ©, I v4 
* 4 . be Is.» 2 8 — 


* OS * * 7 0 h 
M1 NY * Kos 2 q * 9 N ES 7 oth dag. , 
- _ WP * LY tt * * 0 * 4 2 * * ; | o 
24 * 9 * 8 % by * . | 
9 8 F 1q * | Ss | 
Pa 


70 dio of 6e Lies, e. of 


LET TER Iv. 


Ceeſcit & ann S 


Aue Character of Mr. St. John no! edel 
* by bis ſeiting out a Tory. The Houſe of 
* * Lords change their Notions as to the Suc- 
 ceffion of the Spaniſh Monarchy. Inſt 
that the ſole Means of ſecuring the B A- 
E LANCE. was 10 reſtore it to the Houſe 
e Auſtria, Charge of Mr. St. John, 
43 that. hr voted againſt the Hanover Succeſ- 
fon in 102, which he denies. Thoſe who 
maintain that Charge reply to his Defence. 
Granting all they contend for will not fix 
the Charge. Mr. Manwayring's ſtrange 
Conceſſion on this Sujet. Biſpop Burnet's 
Account of the ſame Matter. Mr. St. 
John aticnds the Quten to Oxford, and is 
created Doctor of F ns T ories refuſe to 
ſettle a Part of the Poſt-Office Revenue on 
the Duke of Marlborough. Mr. St. 
John one of the Managers for the Hauſe 
F Commons, at the Conferences on the Bill 
- for preventing Occaſional Conformity. But 
votes 
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votes againſt tacking that Bill in another. 
N Seffions. Earls of Rocheſter and Not- 
-tingham re/ign, which occaſions ſome Chan- | 
ges. Henry St. John, £/qz made Secre- 
. tary at War, and of the Marines. 


\HE firſt Parliament. in which Mr. 
St. Fohn ſat was but of very ſhort 

e eee conſiſting of that ſingle Seſ- 
ſion, which began, February 10, 1700, and 4 
ended, June 24, 1701. In my laſt I touched 3 
the moſt important Buſineſs that came be- | 
fore both Houſes, which was the Impeach». 
ment of the King's Miniſters, who were 
concerned in the Concluſion of the two Par- 
tition Treaties; though nothing could be 
more notorious, or could indeed appear from 
more authentic Evidence, in Letters which 
the Houſe of Commons had laid before 
them, than that the King himſelf was. the 
Author of thoſe Treaties. To him there- 
fore the outrageous Epithets made uſe 88 
in ſpeaking of that T reaty were referred, 
as appears very clearly from the famous 
Kentiſh Petition, If therefore Mr. St. Fob 
went with the Majority, who, in thoſe 


Days, 
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hl were canſidered as Tories, he muſt 
undoubtedly be looked upon as coming into 
the World under that Denomination; ànd 
therefore thoſe are clearly in the Wrong, 
who charge him wich changing Sides, in the 
. Part of his Life. His Conduct in | 

his Reſpect will not certainly appear in- 
excuſable even to ſevere Judges, or ſuch as | 
have always eſpouſed the Principles of the 


Whigs; ſince, upon the Trial of the Lord | 
Somers, we find the Duke of Somerſet, the Y 
| 
| 


Earl of Marlborough, and the Lord Godoi- 

_ phin againſt him, and the two laſt Lords 
generally concured with the Tories, in their | 
E Proteſts, in the Houſe of Peers. The Pro- 
ceedings of this Parliament were, without , 
doubt, very diſtaſteful to the King, who ( 
from his natural Coolneſs and Patience bore | 
every thing with great Temper, and kept 
his ſecret” reſolution” of being rid of them 
. cloſe in his own Breaſt, till thi eleventh of 
November, when a Proclamation was iſſued | . 
for diſſolving this, and calling a new Parlia- ; 
ment to meet on the thirtieth of December Z 
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the Reign of King William, ad the firſt ; 
in that of Queen Anne; Henry St. Fobn, 
Eſqz and Thomas Facob, Efq; were Mem- 
bers for Wotton Baſſet; and Robert Harley, 
Eſq; was again choſen Speaker. The King, 
opened the Seſſions by a very pathetic 
Speech, with the Contents of which you 
are ſo well acquainted, that it is not neceſ- 
ſary I ſhould put you in Mind of it; but 
there is one Thing, which, it is very requi- ; 
ſite, I ſhould not let flip. The Houſe of 
Lords, who the Year before had rather | in- 
clined to favour the Partition Treaty, g 
thought fit, in their firſt Addreſs, to adopt 
the Doctrine upon which the Houſe of 
Commons had founded their Impeachments, 
but · laboured at the ſame Time to reconcile | 
it to their former Sentiments, 


For after ſaying, « We eſteem it a_ 
<«urther good Fortune, in this Time of 
% public Danger, that the French King has 
e taken thoſe Meaſures, which will make N i 
e it impoſſible for him to impoſe any more | 1 
of” Upon che World by Treaties, ſo often 3 
E - 6 violated; 
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« lated ; neither can he hope, any longer, 
to cover his ambitious Deſigns, or juſtify 
« his Uſurpation, under the ſpecious Pre- 
e tences of Peace; and having mentioned 
the Paſſage in his Majeſty's Speech, relating N 
to King Pbilip's taking Poſſeſſion of the 
Spaniſh Monarchy, they then proceed ; 
« And as the placing his Grandſon upon 
r the Throne of Spuin is viſible to the 
« whole World, the Cauſe of all thoſe 
4. Dangers, mentioned in your Majeſty's 
« Speech, and of the Breach of the Ba- 
« lance of Power in Europe, which the 
s People of England are ſo deeply engaged 
e to preſerve; ſo, we humbly conceive 
ec the Remedy is as apparent as the Diſeaſe, 
« and that your Majeſty, your Subjects, 
e and Allies, can never be ſafe and ſe- 
& cure, till the Houſe of Auſtria be re- 
40. ſtored to their Rights, and the Invader 
& of the Spaniſh Monarchy brought to 
6 Reaſon,” You will eafily ſee why d 
point this out to you, ſo particularly, tho? 
it does not immediately relate to Mr. Sz. 


Fohn, to whom we will now return, and 
conſider one of the moſt material Tranſac- 
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tion in his Life, and which has froth thence. 
been the moſt controvberted. 7 12 


Ir was put into the Number of Charges 
againſt him, ſo early as the Year 1710, 
and very frequently and loudly repeated 
after, that he voted, this Lear, againſt the 


Succeſſion 1 in the Houſe of Hanover, which, 
ina little Piece of his, publiſhed 1 in 1731, 
when i it was urged as a Thing notorious 8 
ry uhdeniable, this noble Perſon calls a falſe and , 
impudent Aſfertion. He farther, adds, that | 
the Bull for ſettling the Proteſtant Succeſſion f 

paſſed 1 in 1701, and not i in 1702; he like- 
wiſe obſerves, that in, the ſame Year, a | 

Bill was, brought into Parliament, by Sir 
Charles Hedges and himſelf, entitled, A 
wr Bill for the further Security of his Ma- 
an jelty': 8 Perſon, and the Succeſſion. of the _ 

40 Crown 1 in the Proteſtant Line, and extin- 
« guiſhing the Hopes , of the pretended: 
6 Prince of Wales, and. all other Preten- 


00 ders, and their open and ſecret A bettors.“ 


In the Progreſs of this Bill through the 
Houſe, tho* there were ſome Debates 


and Diviſions about particular Clauſes and 
E 2 Amendments, 
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Amendments, yet;the Bill was paſſed with-. 
out any Diviſion. It is then « obſeryed, chat 


the Diviſion referred to, of one hundred 
if and ſeventeen, to one hundred and eigh- 
deen, happened upon a Clauſe added by the 
| Lords, to a Bill for enlarging the Time, 

e for taking the Oath, of Abjuration,” 4 
- which Clauſe regarded only ſuch Per- 

ſons, as had neglected to ll the Abjura- 


if ſuch Perſons had forfeited any Office, 
 *$ ec Benefice, Ec. to which any other Perſon 
W- 2 been preferred, the former ſhould 
not be reſtored by taking the Advantage” 
«of this Act.“ At firſt Sight, one would 
think this as full and clear an Anſwer as 


there is in Mens Sentiments, that thoſe 
who brought this charge adhered to it, and 
undertook roundly to ſhew, that it was, in 
reality, no Anſwer at all; and that you 
may have an Opportunity of coming at 
Truth, I ſhall ſtate to you, as plainly, and 


which tlie went. 


tion Oath in Time, and provided, * that | 


could be given, and yet fuch Difference 


| Tur 


as ſuccinctly, as I can, the Grounds upon i 
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Nor! 


T. EV affirmed that the Bill 45 it went 
| from 755 Commons was framed by the To- 
Ties, and calculated to give, ſuch as could 
not hitherto digeſt, the Abjuration Oath, a 
car's Reſpite: and the Reaſon they gave 
for it was, that ſince the Acceſſion of the 

| Queen, many were inclined to come in, 
and take that Oath, who declined it before. 
When this Bill came up into the Houſe of 
Lords; three. Clauſes were added, by way 
of Amendments, to this Bill, By the firſt, 
it was provided that no perſon who had al- 
ready loſt his Poſt, or Employment, for ö 
want of taking that Oath, ſhould be re- 
ſtored, in Virtue of this Act, in Caſe his 
Poſt or Employment, was poſſeſſed by 
another. The ſecond Clauſe made it High- 
Treaſon, for any Perſon whatever, their 
Abettors, or Aſſiſtants, to endeavour to de- 
prive or hinder, any Perſon, next in Succel-. 
don to the Crown, for the Time being, ac- 
cording to the Limitation contained in the 


two Acts paſſed for, regulating the Succel(-. | 


* fon. The third Clauſe extended the Ab- 
Joration Act to Ireland. Theſe were very 
warmly debated, when the Bill came down 


E 3 again, I 
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again for the Concurrence of the H ouſe of 
Commons. At length there was a Diviſion 
upon the firſt Amendment, and it was car- 
ried to agree with the Lords by a ſingle 
| Vote. The great Streſs of the Debate lay 
upon the ſecond, which was the moſt ma- 
terial Amendment, and the only one in 
Which the Succeſſion had any Concern. 
Yet, according to the Reaſon of Things, 
and the practice of the Houſe, they divi- 
ded upon the-Clauſes made by the Lords as 
they ſtood in their Order, marked, A, B, 
C. The Firſt marked A was that upon 
which this famous Diviſion actually hap- 
pened, but it is urged, that the Tories only 
divided upon that to try their Strength, and 
having loft it, tho* by the ſmalleſt. Ma- 
jorities, were afraid to divide againſt the reſt ; 
and it is alledged, that two Circumſtances 
put this point of Fact out of doubt: Firſt, 
That Mr. Granville ſaluted Sir Matthew 
Dudley when this Diviſion was over, in 
theſe Words, How fare you, Mynbetr Dud- 
: ley? To which Sir Matthew replied, Fort 
zien, Monfieur Granville: The In ſinuation 
1s ſo plain, that I will not point it out. 
| "The 


-> 
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The other Circumſtance was, that Mr, 
Dyer, who wrote a famous News-Letter . 
at this time gave his Sentiments of the 

Matter, in theſe Words: The Prince of 
Wales loft it iu the Houſe only by one Vote. 
This is the Evidence in Support of the 
Charge oy in the ſtrongeſt Light poſſible. 


Bur tho? this reply ſhould be thought 
fufficient to diſable the Anſwer, yet it 
may be worthy of your calm and ſerious 
Conſideration, whether it, beyond all Con- 
tradiction, fixes the Charge. For in all 
ſuch Debates, it may be with great Proba- 
bility afferted, that Men frame their Opi- 
-pions from very different Motives, even 
when they vote on the ſame Side; and there- 
fore, tho” all the warm Men of both Parties 
might conceive the Succeſſion deeply inte- 
reſted, yet ſome of more moderate Prin- 
ciples might have other Sentiments, and 
might alledge, in ſupport of them, theſe 
two Arguments: Firſt, That it was un- 
uſual and improper to introduce a Clauſe 
of the higheſt Importance, enacting a new 
„ of Treaſon, in a Bill regarding a 

E 4 
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| 1 Bill © or not, the Succeſſion of the Houſe 
of Hanover would ſtill have remained fixed 
and eſtabliſhed by Law. Jn reſpect to 
which Mr. St. Jobn had been undepiably 


inſtrumental, in drawing and bringing! in the 
Bil that fixed it; whereas, in this Caſe, his 
| Oppoſition was but conſtructive, atthe moſt; 


and this not againſt the Succeſſion itſelf, 
but againſt the new Method of ſecuring it. 


Neither will it appear abſurd to a Man of 
Candour, as well as Capacity, if we ſhould 
ſuggeſt that very poſſibly Mr, St. Jobs, 
from his Conduct in the former Point, 


thought himſelf the more at Liberty to 


2⁰⁰ AS his Reaſon qietated, as to the latter. 


| Bur that you may be ſenſible I have _ 
taken up your Time to little Purpoſe and 


to give you a juſt Comprehenſion of the 
great Difficulty there is in coming at Facts 


of. this Nature -as they really happen, you 


muſt allow me to dwell upon it a little 
longer. In the Year 1710, there were pub- 
Abad two Papers, one * which was called, 

The 
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Ltd, View el erte b R 3Þ 
The Teſt offered to'the Electors of Great. ri. 
tain ; and the other, entitled, I Eift off tbe 
Honournble Houſe of Commons ba votbd 
fer und againſt the Clauſe for the Hanover 
Succeſſion,” in 1702; the plain Deſign of i 
which was to exclude thoſe who were in | 
that Minority from ever fitting again. 
This produced a Vindication upon the Prin- 
ciples before mentioned. By way of Reply 
to this there was publiſhed,” 4 Letter from 

a Member, who then ſat in Parliament, in- 
ſerted by Oldmixon in his Hiſtory, and af- 
ſerted to have been written by Arthur 
Manweyring, Eſq; in which chere is the 
following "Paſſage : „the Debate was 4 
« chiefly held upon the Subject Matter of - | 
% The ſecond Amendment, and thoſe Gen- f 
2 tlemen that were againſt giving that Se- 1 
curity to the Houſe of Hanover, princi .: 
« pally infiſted on the Danger of multiply- Y 

&« ing Treaſons ; the great Inconveniencies 

that might ariſe'from making new Tre. 
ſons and other Arguments to that Ef. : 
« fect. But tho* hardly any Notice was | 
taken of the firſt Amendment, it was in 
<6 * courſe to be put firſt. And now comes 
SHE: 1: E 5 * the 


* 


* 


* 


4 


% Amendment. They reſolved, according 


Koias of the Tire, &. of 
the great Art and Parliamentary. kill of 
e thoſe Perſons that were againſt the ſecond 


8 to the moſt uſual Picee of Management 


i in that Houſe, to try their Number, by 
« dividing upon the firſt. But that was'fo 


< little thought to be the Buſineſs of the 
« Day, or indeed, of the firſt DiviGon it- 


* ſelf, that two or three ſtaunch old Mem- 


* bers went out Juſt before the Divifon, 


_ « having ſome particular Views at that Time, 


« which made it inconvenient for them to 
« declare againſt the Proteſtant Succeſſion ; 
«« and thoſe of their Friends, who ſtaid the 
« Diviſion, and whoſe Names are ſet forth 
t jn the printed Teſt under the Title No 8, 


. apainſt agreeing with the Lords, may 


« ſtrictly and properly be ſaid in Parliamen- 


& tary Language, to have divided againſt 


„ the Amendments; the rather, becauſe 
« few Inſtances can be given, that ever the 
<« weaker Side, upon loſing ſuch a previous 
« Queſtion, divided again upon any ſubſe- 
« quent Clauſe that had been mixed in the 
a ſame Debate. You cannot but fee, that 


this Argument proves too much, or avoid 


diſcerning 
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| "Led Viſcoune GOLINGBROKE. Ig 
diſcerning that it was the moſt abſurd Rea- 
ſon in the World to exclude the Members 
of the Minority from ever ſitting again, to 
affirm that they were in reality the Ma- 
Jority. To all this let me add, that to 
inlinuate, this Point was carried through 
Fear „and private Apprebenfions, was a 
4 Conduct, that if this Gentleman had not 
eſtabliſhed his Character as a Ancere Con- 
vert, might have drawn upon him ſome 
Suſpicion. But remember! Party Zeal 
will tranſport even the moſt able Man 
into wild and extravagant Expreſſions, ſome- 
times into ſuch as betray the very Point he 
means to Prove... e. 


Tux Account given of this Matter, by 
a Reverend Prelate, is ſtill more extraordi- 
nary z and that you may be ſatisfied I deal 
fairly with you, you ſhall ſee it in his own 
Words. When the Bill, ſays his Lord- 
_< ſhip, for thus prolonging the Time, was 
brought up to the Lords, a Clauſe was 
C added qualifying thoſe Perſons, "who 
'« ſhould in the next extent of Time, take 
the Oaths, to return to their Beneſices or 
„ Employ ments, 


* rig: ae un — ae were — 
ede y filled. When this was agreed, 
4 two Clauſes of much greater Conſe- 
quence were added to the Bill. One was 
& declaring it High Treaſon ro endeavour | 
e to. defeat che ee e to the Crown, 
t as it was now limitted by Law, or to ſet 
_ « aſide the next Succeſſor; this had a Pre- 
« cedent i in the former Reign, ſo it could 
A not be denied now: It ſeemed the more 
8 «+. peceſſary, becauſe there was another Per- 


1511 


0 ſon who openly claimed the Crown; 
4% fo that a further Security might well be 
« inſiſted on. This was a great Surprize 
to many; who. were viſibly uneaſy at the 
« Motion, but were not prepared for it, 
| « and did not ſee how it could be reſiſted. 
2 The other Clauſe was for ſending the Ab- 
0 juration to Jreland, and obliging all there, 
24 (in the ſame Manner, as in England) to 
e take it: This ſeemed the more reaſona- 
8 ble, conſidering the Strength of the Po- 
* piſh. Intereſt there. Both Clauſes paſſ- 
% ed in the Houſe of Lords, — — any 
* Oppoſition; but it was apprehended. that 
85 the 1 of Commons would not be 
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4. ſo —＋ yet Alen it was ſent avielſects Y 
-+ they ſtruggled only , againſt the firſt 
*: Clauſe; - that barred: the Return of Per- 
e ſons, upon their taking the Oaths, into 
oy Places that were already filled. The Par- 
ty tried their Strength upon this, and up- 
. on their Succeſt in it, they ſeemed re- 
ſolved to diſpute the ct ber Clauſe ; hut 
sit was carried, tho” 0. by one Voice, to 
te agree with the Lords.“ But tho? his 
Lordſhip'is 2 little Wache in moſt of his 

Trems, yet he has caſt up the whole Sum 
truly enough, a, appears from his Conelu- 
ion. All People, fays he, were ſurpri- 
«fed to ſee a Bill, that was begun in favour 
| * of the Jacobites, turned ſo terribly upon 
175 them, ſince by it we had a new Securi- 
ty given both in England Ang Treland, 
for a Proteſtant Succeſſor.” But it is 


Time now to return to Mr. St. Jobn, tbe 


Fame of his Abilities, in the Senate, and 
the Riſe of his Fortune at Court. A ſure 
Sign that at this Juncture, his Behaviour 
ſtood in no ſuch fut Lene 


Tax 8 vas proper, on the 20 
of 


2 
E 


86. Meznorms of che Lars, &c. f 
of July, 1902, to diſſolve the Parliament 
By Proclamation, and to appoint a new — 
to meet on the twentieth of Auguſt. He 
ry St. Fobn, Eſq; and Henry Pennell, — 
were Burgeſſes again for Matton Baſſet. 


The Queen, towards the End of the Month, 
made a Journey from Vindſor, to Bath, and 


taking Oxford in her Way was received 
wich all imaginable Marks of Zealand Af- 


fection, by that Ancient and Loyal Univer- | 
ſity, and who, on the 27th of Auguſt, con- 
ferred the Degree of Doctor of Laws, on 
the Duke of Somerſet, the Earl of Jerſey, 
the Earl of Sandwich, the Lord Delawar, 


'Sir Simon Harcourt, William Bromley, Hen- 


19 St. Jobn, Eſqrs. and feveral other Per- 
ſons. of Diſtinction, in which high Birth 
or perſonal Merit ſeem _ to "ue been: 


| par an 


T He Parliament ning been fiſt x pro- 
rogued to the 8th and then to the 20th of 
Oñober, met at Weſtminſter, and choſe 
Robert Harley, Eſq; the third time, for their 
Speaker; this was look'd upon as a Tory 

ment, and there happen'd in this 

: firſt 


nr ERS TM. x a A*=© 


firſt" Seſſion two or three Things, which- 
were very remarkable. Her Majeſty ſent 


16th-of December, by Mr. Secretary Hed- 
ges, to acquaint them, that ſhe had raiſed 
the Earl of Mariborongb to the Rank of 
a Duke, and had granted him a Penſion for 
Life, out of the Poſt-Office, of five thou- 
ſand Pounds per Ann. being all it was in 
her Power to do, and therefore, recom- 
mended it to them, to find ſome Way, to 
give the Penſion, and the Honour the ſame 
Term. But after mature Deliberation, the 
Houſe, in a wiſe and well penned Addreſs, 
excuſed themſelves from making ſuch a Pre- 
cedent, for the future Alienations of the 
Revenue of the Crown; but at the ſame 
Time, complimented the Queen highly, 
upon, the Duke of Mariborough's Behavi- 
our, and ex preſſed what infinite Pleaſure 
they received fo, her gracious Acceptation 
of his Services, which ſhewed, that the 
only way to obtain her Favour, was to de- 
ſerve well from the Publick. In this they 
behaved with equal Duty to the Crown, 
and ] uſtice t to their Conſtituents, > 
"Tan 


a Meſſage to the Houſe of Commons, onthe” = | 
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 Tormity, occaſioned one of the warmeſt and 
. moſt remarkable Diſputes, that during this 
Reign happened between the two Houſts; 
it was carried by a great Majority in the 
: . Houſe of Commons, it-likewiſe paſſed the 
Houſe, of Lords, but with, many Amend 
ments. In both . it was ſupported 
by the Court; z, and which was thought not 

_ little ſin gular, pri nce George of Denmart 

* voted for this Bill, though he was himſelf 
an occaſional Conformiſt. The Conferen- 
ces between. the two Houſes attracted the 
Attention of the whole Nation; and were 
4 certainly managed by ſome of the ableſt 
Men in it; and particularly the free Con- 
erence, on the ſixreenth of January, which 
was maintained on the one Side by the 
Duke of Devonſbire, the Earl of Peter- 
borough, the Biſhop of Salisbury, the Lord 
. Somers, and the Lord Halifax ; and on the 
Part of the Commons by Mr. Bromley, 
Mr. St. Jobn, Mr. Finch, Sir Simon Far- 
court, and Sir Thomas Powys. After all, the 
Peers adhering to their Amendments, and the 
Commons to their own Senſe of Things, the 
Bill was loſt. Tux 


Lord Viſcoun BOLINGBROKE. * 


'Tax Deſign of repreſenting theſe Mat- 
ters to you, is to make it evident from the 
dcleareſt and beſt Authority, that Mr. St. 
Jobs was not introduced, or held up by the 
Chin, through the Intereſt or Affection of 


_ . this or that great Man, but made his Way _ - 


by his own Merit, and by a Diſplay of thoſe 
Talents, which are the moſt eſſential and 
the moſt valuable in an Zngliſh Gentleman. 
I do not take upon me either to cenfure or 
to commend his Conduct; I content myſelf 
with pointing out to you what it was, and of 
how great Conſequence it made him; and 
having done this, I ſhall not fatigue either 
you or myſelf with following him for the 
future Step by Step, but ſhall briefly obſerve, 
that in the next Seſſion af this Partiament, 
when there was a Motion made to tack: the 
Bill for Qccaſional Conformity, now car- 
ried a ſecond Time, to a Money Bill, he 
Oppoſed and voted againſt it; which ſhews, 
that though he had hitherto, gone with the 
| ſame Party, yet he was determined: not to 
go the utmolt Lengths, or to perplex abe 
public Buſineſs of the Nation to ſerve the 
40 Purpoſes 


uw” 


90 — theLang, &c. of / 

| Purpoſes of any Body of Men. It is a 
Point of Juſtice due to his Character, and 
u Point that is commonly thrown into Shade 
by thoſe, who, either from Faſhion or Re- 
ſentment, have from Time to Time taken 
the Liberty to abuſe him ; which however 
did them hittle Honour, and him little Hurt. 


Tux Earl of Rocheſter, who was the 
Queen's Uncle, and who had been appoint- 
ed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, was fo lit- 
tle pleaſed with the Confidence her Majeſty 
had in Mariboraugh, and fo much piqued 
at Godelphin's being made Treaſurer, which 
high Employment be had formerly enjoy- 


dd, that at length he declined this great Of- 


fice, which he might have diſcharged, and 
which was theredpon given to the Duke of 
Ormond. Some Time after this, the Earl of 
Nottingham, who was Secretary of State, 
finding himſelf uneaſy in that Office, and 

eribing it to the great Influence of the 
Dukes of Somerſet and Devonſhire, inſiſted 
upon their being removed from the Cabinet- 
Council, in which not being able to prevail, 
he carried the Seals to the Queen, who deſir- 
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ed him very graciouſly to conſider of it, 
which he did for about twenty four Hours, 
and then returning in the ſame Diſpoſition, 
reſigned them. This was after the Cloſe 
of the third Seffion of this Parliament, and 
after ſome Deliberation it was reſolved, that 


Robert Harley, Eſq; then Speaker of the 


Houſe of Commons, ſhould ſucceed him. 
His Abilities were then at their Height; he 
was, without Doubt, a Perſon of. great 
Knowledge, perfectly well acquainted with - 


our Conſtitution, and believed to be as ca- 


pable as any Man of managing the Affairs 
of the Adminiſtration i in the Houſe of Com- | 
.mohs. Such were the Merits, and ſuch the 

Terms upon which he came into Power; 
and we ſhall have frequent Occaſion here- 


after to ſpeak of the Steadineſs and Dex- 


terity, viſible in his Management. 


On the twentieth of April 1704, Henry 9 
St. Jobn, Eſq; was made Secretary at War 
and of the Marines, in the Room of William © 


| Blathwayt, Eſq; who had long enjoyed 
thoſe Employments. It has been faid, that 
be was brought into the Employments by 
P47 the 


Wiz (54'S 


92 MIT. ede ine MT W 
the Favour of the Duke of Marlborough; 
it has been inſinuated that he owed cen to 
the Friendſbip of Mr. Harley. It is much ; 
more probable, that he was indebted for 
them to the confpicuous Figure that he made 
in the Houſe of Commons; and 1 will 
own to you freely, that this is what I be- 
lieve, though at the ſame Time I am very 
fenfible, that he was much in the Duke's 
good Graces; and that there were few who 
ſtood higher in the Opinion of Mr. Harley. 
But theſe were as much the Conſequences 
of his own Merit as the Places he obtained. 
In thoſe, Days Connection was avowed, but 
Dependance was by Men of Fin and 
Fortune diſdained. 


N 
*, 5 5 85 * N 


* * 1 
X. 
* 
a r ? | L 
Te 3% v4 
a * 2 
Mane ö 37 
* N 
ene ? | N. i736 IS 
GAY) 1 * F . . 8 + T 8 
| . 
' ! IFR AH "3 4 ene . 
. - * 
FD ? , bl 1 eh ; OP } x . 


* N * - . * 
WI nn ee 203 eee ug Weite 21 


211 5 LE T- 


— 4 , K 5 Ss 
" Y I * : 
IP p ns 9 
l 
a 


La wen. DR 5 


1112 4 Set — 


Boni nullo 1 e in e 
Ipii __ ae * 


Mr 85. Joba hin Ps +l at wa, 4 
7 the Marines, by bis Credit and Figure 
in the Houſe of Commons. Had a great 
Share it the Management of Afairs in 
that Houſe during the Seſſion in Anno 
Dom. 1705. The Tories out of Power. 
become zealous for the Houſe of Hanover, 
and inſolent towards Queen ANN E. 
Mr. Secretary Harley and Mr. St. John 9 
keep Things, notwithſtanding, quiet in the 
| Houſe of Commons. The Parliament and 
' the Adminiſtration, as madelled' in 1706, 
pronounced the very beft be ever ſaw, by 
Biſbop Burnet. Our Succeſ3 in the 'Field'' 
inſpires the French with Moderation, and 
extinguiſbes our own. The Unreaſonable- 
us of this Spirit conſidered in a nationa]' 
Point of | View. The Whigs reſolve to" 
uſp their Succeſs, and. 10 ſeize tbe Admi- + 
e on entirely, The Face of Affairs 
abroad 


1 — 6 Maw biz Fig 
abroad ſuffers ſome confiderable Alterations, 
Ia Seffion of A Parliamant detlared 70 
be the firſt Seſſon of @ new Parliament, 
hieb ſurpaſſed Mr. Harley's Underftand.. 
ing · A. ſuccinłt Account of Gregg 8s Bu- 
Ine ſs, and the Refignations of Harley, St. 
John, Manfel, Fe. bat were faid 70 
ve the concealed Reaſons ef driving tbeſe 
Gentlemen out, by the moſt Intelligent a- 
mongſt the Whigs tbem ſelves. The Pats 
. which they aſſumed as indubitable, are at 
.beft but very uncertain. Remark onthe 
- Conſequences of Fewer PREY Faitioh. 


PHE Poſt to which Mr. St. Jobn 

Was raiſed by the Queen, had ſocloſe 
a Connection, and created ſo conſtant a Cor- 

reſpondence with his Grace the Duke of 
Marlborough, that we may reaſonably -pre- 
ſame it to have been the principal Foundation 
for the Rumours raiſed many Years after, 
that he was in a particular Manner attached 
to that noble. Perſon... In ſome Senſe, alſo, 
this may be very true; for as the greateſt 
Events of the War, ſuch as the Batiles of 
Blenheim and Ramillies, and ſeveral glorious 


Attempts, 
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Lord Viſcount-BOLINGBRORE. . gg . 7 
Attempts, made by the Duke to ſhorten 
the War by ſome deciſive Action, fell out 
within the Period of Time that Mr. St. 
Jobn was Secretary at War; as he had Oc- 
caſion more than once to juſtify, or to uſe a 
more proper Expreſſion, to ſet his Grace's 
Conduct in a true Light: As for Inſtance, 
in carrying through the Houſe the Act for 
ſettling upon him the Honour and Manor 
of Woodftock, with the Penſion from the 
Poſt- Office, and demonſtrating that, be- 
ſides all the great Things he did, he would 
certainly have attempted, and in all proba- 
bility performed, ſtill greater if he had not 
been reſtrained by the Dutch Deputies; 
there might appear good Grounds to believe 
that nobody underſtood the Duke's Beha- 
viour better, or was inclined to do more 
Juſtice.to his Intentions, as well as his Ac- | 
tions, than this Gentleman. But notwith-- 
ſtanding theſe Facts, we muſt allow a wide 
Difference between the ſincere Admirer, 
and the ſervile Creature of that great Man. 
Mr. St. Jabn, while Secretary at War, diſ- 
tinguiſhed himſelf in the former Character, 
and avowed it upon all Occaſions, and even 
0 to 
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to the laſt Moment of his Life, as theſe A 
Poſthumous Works will convince you. 
But he diſclaimed the latter when the Duke 
was in the Zenith of his Power, nor was he 
then charged, or, as far as I know, ever 
charged by the Duke or Dutcheſs of Marl- 
borough with Ingratitude or Breach of En- 
gagements to them. In ſucceeding Times 
it is notorious, that ſuch Charges were 
brought, repeated and averred, but they 
were unattended with Proofs, and, as I ſhall 
ſhew you hereafter, had not ſo much as Pro- 
bability to render them credible, 


In the Parliament, which met on the 
twenty- fifth of Oclober, 1705, he fat as Bur- 
ceſs for Wotton Baſſet, with Francis Pop- 
bam, Eſq; and found the publick Attention 
fixed upon the Choice of a Speaker, which 
it was imagined would make a clear Dif- 
covery of the Complexion of this Houſe of 
Commons. The Friends of the Admini- 
ſtration named the Right Honourable John 
Smith, 'Eſq; Member for Andover ; a Per- 
ſon of unexceptionable Character, who had 
a borne great Offices with much Re- 
| putation; 5 
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putation ; and though he had been >the 
. Ready in the oppoſite Principles, yet was- 
very far from being unacceptable to the. 
Tories. On the other Side, ſuch as were 
angry, and inclined to go into all the 
Lengths of an Oppoſition, propoſed Wil. 
liam Bromley, Eſq; one of the Repreſenta- 5 
tives for the' Univerſity of Oxford, Wh 
was alſo a Man of ſpotleſs Reputation; 
and, except being a high Tory, had no- 
thing that could be objected to him in 
reſpect to public or private Life. Sir 
Edward Seymour recommended him with 
great Warmth and Eloquence, but with 
much Decency in reſpect to his Competi- 
tor, againſt whom he only objected, that he 
was a Privy- Counſellor. To this Mr. Har- | 
ley replied, That himſelf had diſcharged the 
Office of Speaker with great Dignity when 
he was alſo of the Privy- Council, in the 
Reign of King Cbarles the Second. Upon 
a Diviſion it was carried by a Majority « of 
forty. four for the Right Honourable John | 
Smith, Eſq; who was accordingly placed 
in the Chair, and proved very acceptable 
to the Queen and her Adminiftration, In 
F the 
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the Courſe of this Seſſion, Mr. Str. FJobn 
had a great Share in the Management of 
the public Buſineſs in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and diſcharged his Duty in that Re- 
i pect ſo well, that a certain Prelate, who 
would not have laviſned his Compliments 
to a Stateſman of his independent Spirit, is, 
however, ſo. impartial as to own that he 
7 a Teton of much Adlivity. 


7 we part "a this Seſſion, it 
may not be amiſs to obſerve, that the Tories 
having thrown themſelves out at Court, be- 
came at this Time very zealous for the 
Hanover Succeſſion; and as an undeniable 
Proof of their Warmth, as well as Sinceri- 
ty in this Meaſure, they propoſed inviting 
over the Princeſs Sophia. It is indeed true, 
that Lord Haverſbam, who opened that 
Debate in the Houſe of Lords, was never 
looked upon as a Tory, but quite the con- 
trary; but he was ſeconded by the Duke 
of Buckinghamſhire, and the Earls of Not. 
ting bam, Roc heſter and Angleſey ſpoke with 
great Earneſtneſs in the Debate, at which 
the Queen was herſelf preſent, though 


incegnito. 
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incognito. This was thought very fingular, 
and many Reflections have been made upon 
it. I ſhall therefore take the Liberty of 
making one. The Tories, very probably, 
looked upon their Caſe as a Party, in a 
Manner, deſperate, as they were for the 
preſent ſhut out of Power, and which was 
in Truth a very aggravating Circumſtance, 
ſhut out by a Princeſs and by Miniſters, 
whom they had always looked upon as of 
their own Principles. Their preſent Situa- 
tion was bad, but their Proſpect, with 
regard to Futurity, was. worſe. The very 
Meaſures they had taken to ſecure them- 
{ſelves in the good Graces of the Queen 
upon the Throne, had given their Oppos 
nents. an Opportunity, and to the Honour 
of their Opponents it muſt be ſaid, that = 
was what they never let ſlip, of repreſents 14 
ing them as very cool towards the Proteſtant Þ# 
Succeſſion, If, therefore, this Opinion 
continued or prevailed, the Tories, under 
the great Diſappointment of preſent Expec- 
tations, had the Misfortune of ſeeing their 
Hopes blaſted, as far as human Foreſight 
could reach, It was this, in my poor O- 
F 2 i pinion, 
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inion, that determined them to the Mea- 
52 before mentioned; which at once gra- 
tified their Reſentment, and revived their 
Expectations. In reſpect to the firſt, like 
all exaſ; perated Parties, they forgot that 
che Perſon againſt whom their . Rage was 
pointed was their Miſtreſs, and their Qucen. 
Some of them forgot more, they forgot the 
Returns of Gratitude, and the Ties of Na- 
ture. The Duke of Buckinghamſhire, who 

made. her the: firſt Compliment after her 
Acceſſion, by replying, when her Majeſty 
ſaid that the eighth of March, on which 
King William died, was a dull, cloudy Day, 
for all that, Madam, it is the fineſt I ever 
ſow in my Life; now loſt all. Decency, 
and ſaid in her hearing, that the Queen 
I might become childiſh, do nothing of her 
own Head, but be entirely paſſive under 
thoſe in whoſe Hands ſhe was or might be. 


. The Earl of Rechefter, who was her Uncle, 


reſumed the fame Behaviour he had worn 
in the former Reign, and ſhewed the Rug- 
gedneſs of his Nature in the coarſe Aſperity 
of his Language. This did not ſerve their 
Purpoſe at home in any Degree, and for 
| no 


0 3 


" 4 "1 
On Mad " 4 n * mY * ft * K 
* * 1 7 2 <P 7 o TOTS Mn * o 
SIO —> 20 - 7 n 1 Py 
— KEW 5 * * — bh I 7 o - 
o : 0 


Terd-Viesünt wt Wehe 181 
no Length of Time abroad. The Queen 


had great Goodneſs, but ſhe was not inſe 
fible; the Funto Lords, as they were br, 


not only parried the "Thruſt, by which 


they preſerved the Queen from till greater 


Morrtification, but they puſhed at the fame 
Time; for upon this Motion, they ground- 
ed the Bill for a Regency, the only real Se- 
curity the Proteſtant ' Succeſſion wanted, 


which they knew not well how to obtain, 


and of which, though they made the Tories 
their Inſtruments, yet they took all the 
Merit to themſelves. At Hanover, indeed, 
they, I mean thoſe eminent Politicians the 
Tories, made their Court to the Princeſs 
Sophia, who, though far in Years, had 
great Vivacity of Temper, and would 
not have been diſpleaſed to contemplate 
nearer at Hand the Splendor of that Dia- 
dem, which it was not at all impoſſible ſhe 
might one Day wear. But even this, though 
it might conſole them for the preſent, was 
alter wards of little or no Service. 


* 


IN this poke Tempeſt Mr. Sz. Joln 
did not ride in the Whirlwind, or direct the 


EY Storm 


- 
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Storm but in Conjunction with Mr. Secretary 
Harley, when a Motion of the like Nature 
was made in the Houſe of Commons, in- 
Liſted upon firſt reading the Bill for a Re- 
gency that came from the Lords; and by 
this dextrous Management defeated it with- 
out a Diviſion or a Debate. The Lord 
High Treaſurer, Godolphin, who naturally 
38800 ſoft Meaſures, was very well pleaſed 
with a Method that did the Buſineſs, and 
faved Wrangling. If you have an Oppor- 
tunity of converſing freely with ſuch as 
lived in theſe Times, and are inquiſitive | in 
a proper Manner, you cannot but be in- 
formed that, if Secretary Harley or Ms. 
St. Fobn had been inclined to fiſh in- trou- 


| bled Waters, they had Opportunities enough; 
and as inſtead of doing this, they viſibly 
applied their Parts and Diligence in pre- 
venting Things from running into Heats 
and Diſorders, we ought not to give any 
haſty Credit to Accuſations unattended-with 
Evidence ; againſt a Behaviour ſo apparent- 
ly the Reverſe of what it is ſuggeſted to 
have been. The General and the Treaſur- 
5 er, it is acknowledged, had at this Time 
no 
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no ſuch Suſpicions, and this is a better Ars 
gument, that they had no Cauſe for them 
than any that has been hitherto. produced 

on the other Side. But I proceed now to 
the enſuing Year, the moſt glorious and 
the moſt happy of that Reign. ef 
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Tun Parliament roſe about the Middle 


| of the Month of March, after having done 
every Thing the Government could defire 
in a moſt defirable Manner. I would not 
. have you take this upon my Credit, ſince 
here is Biſhop Burnet at my Elbow, ready 
to give his Teſtimony in much ſtronger 
; Terms. Thus this Seffion of Parlia- 
þ «© ment, ſays his Lordſhip, came to a very 
" |  <© happy Concluſion : There was in it the 
5 < beſt Harmony within both Houſes, and 
* e between them as well as with the Crown, 
a and it was the beſt applauded in the City 
8 « of London, over the whole Nation, and 
y « indeed over all Europe, of any Seſſion 
h „ that I had ever ſeen: And when it was 
t- „ confidered, that this was the firſt of the 
0 «three, ſo that we were to have two 
r. « other Seſſions of the ſame Members, it 
e F 4 gave 
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gave an vpiverlal: Satisfaction both to 
4 our own People at home, and our Al- 
« lies abroad; and afforded. a Proſpect 
« of a happy End that ſhould be put to 
this devouring War, which, in all Pro- 
© bability, muſt come to a Period before 
the Concluſion of the preſent Parlia- 
** ment. This gave an unſpeakable Satis- 
faction to all who loved their Country 
&* and their Religion, who now hoped 
ee that we had in View a good and ſafe 
« Peace.“ Hear his Lordſhip a Word or 
two more, in reſpe& to ſuch as at this 
Iuncture were intruſted with Power. “It 
„ bred, ſays he, a juſt Indignation in all, 
* who had a true Love to their Country, 
to ſee ſome uſing all poſſible Methods to 
„ ſhake the Adminiſtration, which, not- 
« withſtanding the Difficulties at home and 
6 abroad, was much the beſt that had been 
& in the Memory of Man : And was cer- 
ee tainly not only eaſy to the Subjects in 
general, but gentle even towards thoſe 
„% who were endeavouring to undermine 
„it.“ Words could not eaſily be found to 
ſpeak bis Meaning iropger. 
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Tranquility which ſubſiſted at hotne, and 


the vaſt Supplies that were afforded towards 1 
the Support of the War abroad, our Sue. 


ceſſes, which had been already great and 
glorious, became now deciſive, not in this 
or that, but in all the ſeveral Seats of this 
extended War. In Italy, Prince Eugene 


beat the Duke of Orleans and Mareſchal 


_ Marjin, who commanded under, or rather 


over him before Turin, raiſed the Siege of | 


that Capital, and obliged the Enemy to a 
Treaty of Evacuation, In Spain, the Siege 
of Barcelona was not only raiſed with Cir- 


cumſtances of Honour that are ſcarce to be 


parallel'd in Hiſtory, but a Paſſage was 


opened to Madrid, and King Charles the 


Third might have proceeded to his Capital, 
if that had appeared of as great Importance 
to him as it did to us. In Flanders, the Elec- 


x 
_  ==_ 


tor of Bavaria and Marſhal Vilkroy were ſo SS: | 


thoroughly beaten, and the. Conſequences 


of their Defeat were ſo mortifying; that 
the Elector, at the Deſire of the French 


King, wrote to the Duke of Marlborough, 70 
and to the States- General, to intreat them 


F 5 | to 
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to be made ſome Time or other, and as 
France would very willingly have yielded 
all the Halian Provinces to the Houſe of 
Auſtria; which in reality was what they 
wanted, rather than Spain and the Indies, 
without them; would have given full Satis- 
faction to England and Holland, and would 


have ſubmitted to whatever was preſcribed 


in reſpect to the other Allies, it is not eaſy 
to conceive why ſo few of our Miniſters 


inclined to Peace ! But ſo it was, as both 
Parties agree. 


WE 


Ił is true, that the Houſe of Lords in 


| the preceding Year had addreſſed the Queen 


to carry on the War till the whole Spaniſb 
Monarchy was in the Hands of the Houſe 
of Auſtria; but it does not appear how this 


was become of abſolute Neceſſity to Great 


Britain, or how it was to be effected, in 
ſpite of the Affections of the Spaniſh Na- 
tion, whom the Diſtreſſes of their King 
and his F amily had made fo dear to them, 
that nothing but an abſolute Conqueſt, and 


a sloreign F orce ſufficient to awe the Natives, 


could 
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could: have maintained King Charlis upon 


the Throne, of which, as we ſhall pre- 


ſently ſee, his Brothergthe Emperor Foſeph, 


either abſolutely deſpaired, or to which he 
was not much inclined. kt is likewiſe true, 
that the Reduction of the Power of France 
was laid down as a ſufficient Motive for 


carrying on the War. This was a very 


| looſe, ambiguous Expreſſion, Her Power - 


was already very much reduced, and her 
Dominions very much exhauſted in point of 
Men as well as Money. But Providence 
was not at our Command, and though con- 
tinuing the War was abſolutely in ous 
Power, yet the continuing it with Succeſs 
was not. Beſides all this, the great national 


Point was not ſufficiently. attended, to. 


hile we were red ucing France, we were 
alſo reducing ourſelves; if France and Spain 


fallibly ſupply the Loſſes of the Enemy; 


but it might certainly have been foreſeen 
then As. well as felt ſince, that, when they ß 
had got over theſe, we ſhould be ſtill la- 


bouring under our Debts, — be from 


thence 
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bled outwardly, Britain and Holland bled 
inwardly, Time and Induſtry would in- 
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; thence. put under the cruel Necelty of 


running ourſelves upon every freſh Emer- 
geney," more and more in Debt. 45 


70 "AT the very Cloſe of this Yew, ſo fr: 

3 tile in great Events, an Alteration was 
made in ebe Adminiſtration at home, by 
© removing Sir Charles Hedges from being 
: Secretary of State, in order to make Way 
for the Earl of Sunderland. You will find 
@ very full, and, I believe, a very true 

Account of this Matter in the Memoirs of 
the Ducheſs of Marlborough. But the 
EReaſon 1 mention it here, is becauſe I take 
ir do be the great Point upon which the 
3 Queen's Government turned. In- the Be- 
ginning of her Reign ſhe had gwen too 
much Countenance to the Tories, who 

from thence, as was very natural, which 
ſome may therefore think very excuſable, 

framed ProjeQs for preſerving themſelves 

entirely, and, if that was poſſible, eternally 

in Power. The Queen prevented this, and 
ſecured herſelf, Her Miniſtry was now fo 

poized that ſhe commanded at leaſt the 

bef Men of both Parties, and to this we 

ought 
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ought to aſcribe that Chearfulnefs and pub. 
ne Spirit which diſtinguiſhed the laſt Seſ⸗ 
fron of Parliament, and in the Space f 
two or three more might have brought off 
a great Majority fm all Notions of Fac- 
tion. But the Whigs were now wild with 
the Thirſt of Power, and inſiſted upon 


having one Secretary of State in whom * 


they could confide, and named the Earl of 
Sunderland as the Nail that would go; that 
is, whom his Father- in- Law, the Duke of 
Marlborongh, could drive with the Queen; 3 
which, however, that great Stateſman a 
well General did very unwillingly. He 
ſaw the Confequences to himſelf, the Trea- 
ſurer, and the Queen, and he felt them 
almoſt as ſoon as he faw them, ſince the | 
Way being once broke, the Tories, were 
foon after driven out, and compelled to 


join their old aſſociates, and to act again 
as a Faction. e 


Tux very next Vear it became bott too £3 
evident how ill they judged, who looked 
upon Proſperity to be entailed upon their 
Auen whatever Uſe was made of it. In 


Germany, 


NM ae i wy ey 
Germany, Marſhal Viilars carried all before 
him, rais' d prodigious Contributions as far as 
Dam, and was very near recovering Bavaria. 
: In Flanders, the Duke of Yendome acted 
with ſo great Judgment and Diſcretion, 
that even the Duke of Marlborough found it 
impoſſible to form a Siege or to fight a 
Battle. In Spain, the Army of the Alhes, 
under the Command of the Earl of 
Galway, was totally defeated, and two 
Thirds of it deftroyed. At home it was 
given out, that the Army was compelled 


- to fight to procure Subſiſtance, and that 


King Charles had weakened his Forces by 
withdrawing ſeveral Thouſand Men, who 
returned, for the Security of his Perſon only, 
with him into Catalonia. But that Monarch, 
or at leaſt his Miniſters, publickly declared 
that the Battle was fought without any Ne- 
ceſſity, againſt the Advice of the King and 
his beſt Officers, that his whole Eſcort 
amounted to no more than a ſingle Regi- 
ment of Dragoons; and that in the Liſt of 
the Forces in Spain publiſhed in England, 
many of the Squadrons were purely ima- 
; ginary, and ſeveral Battalions never ap- 
| peared 
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. peared any where, except upon Paper. 
But even theſe Loſſes and Diſappointments, 


had been ſome years concerting, and which 
alſo proved abortive. This was the be⸗ 


ſieging, and reducing Toulon, Fot this 
great, this unexpected, and this fatal Mif- 


carriage many Reaſons have been aſſigned. 
Biſhop Burnet is ſo ingenuous as to ſay, 


that it failed cbiefly by the Emperor's Means, 
but he does not tell us how; farther than, 


what all the World knew of his detaching - 


twelve Thouſand Men from Prince Zu- 


gene's Army to conquer the Kingdom of 2 


Naples. A Project which, it was faid, he 
had undertaken before his Aſſiſtance was 
deſired in the Buſineſs of Toulon, which 
might be Truth and yet was not the whole 


ſter here, had a Secretary, whoſe Name, 


Ke 
23 


great as they were, ſeemed nothing when 
compared with the great Deſign which 


Truth. Count Gallas, the Imperial Mini. 


I think, was Primoli, a very ſubtle, intri- 
guing Fellow, who wormed the Secret of 


Toulon out of the Secretary of the Duke of 
Sawoy's Miniſter here; and as ſoon as this 
was known at the Court of Vi ienna, and 


that 


T1 
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that the Exglifs Fleet was to be emp 
in that Deſign, it ſuggeſted the Enterprize 
of Naples as a Thing that could not fail of 
Succeſs, when the Enemy could not poſſi- 
bly receive Succours. This is the Truth 
of that Matter, as it appeared to the Earl 
of Sunderland by Primoli's Confeſſion; for 


he cauſed him to be ſeized: and examined, 


which Count Gallas, who was then at 
Nienna, reſented highly at his Return, 


though his Lordſhip had taken the Pre- 
caution of deſiring the Imperial Reſident 
Heffman's Conſent, who, as he was out of 
the Secret, gave it without Difficulty, From 


hence it was plain that the Houſe of Auſtria 


had no Scruple in making the Common Cauſe 
give Way, where its immediate Intereſts 
were concerned. A Circumſtance, that, as 
it might well be expected, was not buried in 
Oblivion by all who were then in Power, 

* Tar Parliament had met upon a ſhort 
Prorogation on the fourteenth of April, 


1707, ſat ten Days, and were then pro- 


regued to April the thirtieth, at which 
Time they were diſmiſſed without Ad- 
Journment, 


"mM A 12 1 CCC =. 
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jouriment, Prorogation or Diſſolution; only 


dhe Lord Keeper rold them that they were 


to meet again as Members on the Part of 
England, in the Parliament of Great-Hri. 
zain, and that the Queen would ſignify the 
Time of their Meeting by Proclamation,” 
agreeable to the twenty: ſecond Article of 
the Union. A Proclamation iſſued for this 
Purpoſe in Fune, directing the firſt Parlia- 
ment ok Greet- Britain to aſſemble at Vel. 
minſter on the twenty third of October, up- 
on which a Queſtion aroſe, Whether it 
was an 01d or a new Parliament? Mr. Se- 
cretary Harley was ſo unlucky as to think 
that the laſt Seſſion of a Parliament, Which 
had already ſat two Seffions, could not 
be a zew one; and he farther thought, 
that new Writs and new Elections were 
eſſential, or at leaſt ought to be conſidered 
as eſſential to the making a new Parliament; 
but he was conſidered as a Man of Forms, 
and therefore the Men of Buſineſs over · ruled 
him; ſo that when the Houſes met, the 
Commons were directed to chuſe a new 
Speaker, and by the Help of this, and 
ſoul other Forms, it aſſumed the Face of 
Ulidt a new 
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$ à new Parliament, and this was ited the 
firſt Seffion of the firſt Parliament of 
* Great Britain. Things were very far from 
| going there ſo eaſily as they had done in the 
3 preceding Seſſion. An Enquiry was made 
into the Affairs of ain, upon which it clear- 

ly appeared, that out of near chirty Thou- 
fand Ergliſh Troops provided for in Spain 
and Portugal, there was between eight and 
mine Thouſand only at the Battle of Amanza, 
Which at firſt was very ill taken in the 
Houſe of Commons, but at length, upon 
certain Explanations, the Matter was let fall, 
which occaſioned many Speculations, and 
gave very little Satisfaction. Biſnop Bur- 
net ſays, that Mr. Harley and his Friends 
{Qed but faintly upon this Occaſion; which 
is very likely to be true, if they regarded 
either the public or their private Intereſts. 


Azour this Time it was diſcovered, that 
M£ one Gregg, a Clerk in Secretary Harley's 
© Office, had attempted to enter into a trea- 
- fonable Correſpondence with the French 
Miniſters. The Method he took was this: 
errno Tallord, who had been a Pri- 


ſoner 
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ſoner in Eugland from the Time of the 
Battle of Blenbeim, ſent his Letters open to 
the Secretary's Office, where, after they had 
been peruſed, they were ſealed up and for- 
warded, This, it ſeems, was made Part. of 
Gregg's Employment, who, put into the | 
Packet a Copy of the Letter that the Queen 
was to Write in her own Hand to the Em- 
peror, diſtinguiſhing what Parts were drawn 
by the Secretary and what Additions were 
made by the Lord Treaſurer. This Packet 
being opened in Flanders, and Gregg Let- 
ter found, was tranſmitted to the Duke of 
Marlborough, and as ſoon as it was known 
from whom it came, the Man was ſeized, 
and made a full Confeſſion, upon which 
he was committed to Newgate, and in 
January Seſſions arraigned at the Old 
Bailey for High. Treaſon, at which Time 
he pleaded Guilty. This unlucky Affair, 
brought heavy Imputations upon the Se- 
cretary, and the General and Treaſurer 
refuſing to aſſiſt at the Cabinet · Couneil 
while he continued in her Majeſty s Service; 
Mr. Harley, to deliver the Public from 
ſuch a Dilemma, as well as the Queen, 

; ; reigned 
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refigned the Seals on the eleventh of Fe. 
bruary ; and ſoon after. Henry St. John,”Eſq; 
Sir Thomas Manſel, and Sir Simon Har- 
court, who came in with. him, laid down 
their reſpective Employments. But though 
Gregg was ſo ſoon condemned, yet he was 


not immediately executed. Biſhop Burnet 


tells us, that the Lords appointed a Com- 
mittee to examine him, who could not 


find out much by him; he had but newly 


began his Deſign of betrayivg Secrets, and 
he had no Aſſociates with him in it. (He 
wrote his firſt Letter on the twenty-fourth 
of Ofeber, and his Correſpondence was 
detected before the End of the Tear.) 
Theſe examinations laſted for ſome Weeks; 
when they were ended, a full Report was 
made of them to the Houſe of Lords, and 


they ordered the whole Report with all the 


| 9 * 3 


LY 


Examinations to be laid before the Queen 


in an Addreſs, in which they repreſented 
to her, the Neceſſity of making Gregg a 
public Example; upon which, (about the 
Middle of April,) he was executed. He 
continued to clear all other Perſons of 
ny Acceſſion to his Crime, of which he 


ſeemed 


„ 
* 


of their Proceedings we have from the 
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ſeenied very. ſenſible, and died much bets 


ter than he had lived. Beſides this, the 


Lords found that Mr. Harley had em- 
ployed two very bad Men as Spies, which, 
whatever it might be then thought, will 


not at preſent appear =; extraordmary 


Diſcqrery. 


{ - 
-- 


Tux great Clamour that was raiſed a» 
bout theſe. Diſcoveries ſerved to counte- 
nance the Method that was taken to de- 


prive Mr. Harley of the Seals, and to 


drive him out of the Queen's Councils. 
But that this was not the real Motive 


higheſt Authority, that of a great Lady, 


from whom neither of the great Lords 


reſerved any of their ſecrets. What then 


was the true Motive? It was ſuſpected 


that the Queen converſed privately with 
Mr. Secretary Harley. It has been ſaid, 


thgugh not upon ſo good Authority, that | 


theſebSuſpicions took Riſe from an un- 
guarded Expreſſion of Prince George of 
Denmark, The Queen had a Defluxion 
in her Eyes, as to which there happened 

ſome 
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ſome Diſcourſe in the Houſe of Lords, 
upon this the Prince faid inadvertently, 
Her Majeſty- would ſoon be free from that 
Malady, if fe did not ft up ſo late at Nights. 
This occaſioned much Speculation, . many 
Enquiries, and in the cloſe, if we-may 


believe the great Lady, before mentioned, 


and her Friends, ſeveral important Diſ- 
coveries, which, however, ended in no- 
thing beyond: this, that- the Queen had 
preſumed to converſe with one Privy- 


Counſellor without the Permiſſion, and out 


of the Hearing of other Councellors: As 


a juſt Puniſhment for which it was re- 
ſolved, that he ſhould be removed from that 
Poſt he held in the Nation's Service, and the 
Queen forbid to converſe with him more 
at her Peril, A Decree worthy of Faction, 
and moſt indignant to Royalty, 


Fou will obſerve, thet I don't give you 


all or agy of this for Goſpel, it is what 
was then ſaid, and what has been ſircsſaid, 
and all that thoſe People could, or, at 
leaſt, would ſay, whoſe Buſineſs it was 
to ſet this Matter in the cleareſt and beſt 
| Light, 


wm 
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Light. But as the oftenfible Reaſon of 
Secretary Harley's being ſuſpected of cors 
reſponding with the French was quickly 


diſcovered to be no better than a Falſebood, 


ſo that it is not at all impoſſible that the con- 
cealed Motive, then whiſpered in Cabals; 
ſince publiſhed in private Memoirs, might 


be in a great Meaſure if not altogether; 


fiftitious ; nor have there been wanting 
ſome who have ſuggeſted, that the Truth 
at the Bottom was no more, than that thoſe 


| who had obliged the Duke of Marlborough 
as the Ducheſs herſelf owns, to force one 


Secretary upon the Queen againſt his as 
well as her Senſe of Things, gave him 


now to under ſtand, that it was Time 


to remove the other two, if he meant to 
retain their Aſſiſtance. The Certainty of 


which is ſaid to have been collected from 


the manifeſt Shifting of Votes in the Houſe 


of Commons; where ſome who one Day 


helped to perplex, would concur the next 


to defend that Adminiſtration. But be 


tis as it will, the Removal of Mr. Harley 
in ſo ſudden and ſtrange a Manner was ſo 


far from giving general Satisfaction to that 


* 
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Houſe, that the Bill for the Supply was 


ſuffered to lie ſeveral Days upon the Table, 


and the ſame Deference or a greater was 
paid him by the moderate Men of all 
Parties, when he was out, than when he 
was in Power. His Friends, alſo, who 
upon this occaſion followed his Fortune, 
followed likewiſe his Example, and be- 


haved the whole Seſſion with great Tem- 


per, Steadineſs and Decency, fo that they 
loft nothing by the ſuperior Power of their 
Adverſaries == except their Places. 


;- Uyon this give me Leave to make a ſin- 
gle Remark, and to recommend it to your 


_ 
ET" 


conſtant Conſideration. They are ſtrangely 


miſtaken, who fancy that this World is 
governed by Chance, or that immoral 
Acts of any Kind can be committed with- 
out drawing after them vindictive Conſe- 
quences. Great Employments are equally 
| beneficial and honourable, when diſcharged 
by Nen of Capacity and Integrity, raiſed 
to them purely by merit, and keeping 
them by the ſame Means + through. which 
they were attained, | But Faction will ever 

| ſet 


Lol Viſcount BOLINGBRORE. 1 i 
ſet at nought theſe Conditions, and intro- 


and retaining, as will rendet Security, and 
conſequently ſaving impracticable, ſo that 


the very ſame Motives which excite a cri- 


minal Appetite for Power and Places, will, 


as every criminal Appetite muſt, defeat its 
. own Gratification, by rendering them ngt 


worth the having. If you chuſe to be con- 


vinced by Experience, look round upon 


the Deſcendants of great Men in Diſtreſs, 


who are numerous and notorious engugh | 
to furniſh as ſtrong Proofs, in ſupport of _ 


this Argument, as either I n or en 
can require. 


duce ſuch methods of riſing, removing 
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LETTER vi. 


In Rebus magnis, Memoriæque dignis, Condiia pri- 


mum, * Ada, poſtea Eventus ſpectantur. 
c. de Orat. 


7 he Miniſtry all of a Piece, 5 ſupported 
Hy an unanimous Parliament. Their Pro- 
: _ Ceedings i in reſpef? to domeſtic Affairs, and 
be Concerns of the Britiſh Nation. Their 
"Condu# i in regard to the Allies and to the 
War. The Nature of the Diſpute en- 
" Tirely changed, the End incertain, and the 
- great Security of Succeſs loft. By theſe 
Met bods the War became unpopular in Bri- 
tain, aud even in Holland, while the Spirits 
of the French ſeezzad to revive. Theſe 
* _ vere Cauſes adequate to the Effet; and, 
© therefor? oft likely to be the true Cauſes 
ef the Miniſterial Revolution in Britain. 
Mat is ſaid in Memoirs of the ſecret Con- 
ferences , the Queen, falling out of ber 
Poren, and impatieni; 11nd Reſtraint, 
wnequal to ſo great and bazardous 4 
Change, No Imputation on the Whigs 
5 iN 
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© In" particular, but a Condu#? incident to, 
And inſeparable from a Spirit of Faition. 
fo Very dextrouſiy and very ably managed by 
Mr. Harley and bis Friends. Remarks 
on the fatal Conſequences that attend, and 


: mri muſt attend, ſuch Struggles. 7 


Muſt begin with putting you in Mind 
 - Þ that the turning out Mr. Harley and his 
Friends did not produce any Bitterneſs or 
Violence in the Houſe of Commons, and that 
in the new Parliament called by and choſen 
under the Influence of the new Miniſtry, 
_ Mr. St. Fohn was not a Member, which is a 
certain Indication, that though poſſibly he 
might not be without Reſentment, yet he 
had not any Rancour againſt the great Men 
who were at the Head of the Queen's 
Miniſtry, The Adminiſtration, as the 
Whigs themſelves” ſay, and particularly 8 
their Right Reverend Hiſtorian, was by 
this Means become entire and of a Piece, 
and the Manner in which Things were diſ- 
poſed on the Vacancy of Prince George's 
Places, might, if there was any Neceſſity, 
: furniſh a ſufficient Proof of it. The Earl 
"mn 2 of ; oj 


4 


oP | 
* 


124 E of the Larx, Ge. , 

of Pembroke was made Lord. High, Ad- 
miral, the Lard Somers Preſident of the 
Council, and the Earl of Wharton. Lord 
Pink. es of Ireland. The. Parliament 
alſo was entirely devoted to theſe Miniſters, 
the Tories ſaw themſelves unable to oppoſe | 
with any Probability of Succeſs, and tho” 
this did not bring them into a Coneurrence 
with every Thing that was done, yet it cgr- 
tainly diſpirited them, and that to ſuch a 
Degree, that they could neither. diſappoint, 
nor ſo much as Clog whateyer-Meaſures 
their triumphant Adverſaries thought fit to 
purſue. From this Situation of Things 
the higheſt Hopes were entertained, nor 


could they with any Propriety, be tiled 


- ſanguine, ſince that implies hoping with- 
out Grounds, which was not at all the Caſe 
here, more-eſpecially as the Allies had an 
entire Confidence in the Miniſters, Which 
aroſe not only from the Reaſon of Things, 
but from that Kind of Experience which is 
vt all others che ſureſt Guide in Politicks. 
Let us ſee then what were the Fruits of 
this Unanimity, what Steps were taken 
to ſatisfy the Nation in general, that the 
Glory 


on thoſe great and \Rlurary Deſigns, with 
in\peaching of which thoſe: Gentlemen had 
been charged, who were compelled to quit 


their Em ployments; that by a ſteady and vi- 
gorous Purſuit of military Meaſures, Things 


might be brought to a ſpeedy Conclu hon, 
and a proſ perous War determined by a Peace, 


which ſhould fix the Tranquillity of Europe, 


and the Safety of Britain, upon an ada- 
mantine Baſis, that Time itſelf ſhould be 
hardly able to. undermine. Magnificent 


Promiſes! very publickly, perhaps, a little 


incautiouſly thrown out, and which were 


not ſo eaſily executed as they were made. 


At home the Parliament, which was 
the ſecond of Great-Britain, tho' the 


firſt that was ſummoned by the Queen's 
Writ, voted in their firſt Seſſion an Aug- 
mentation of the Britiſh Forces of ten 


Thouſand Men, and granted for that Pur- 
poſe one Million, two Hundred and twenty 
Thouſand Pounds; and as their Zeal led 


© 2" By them 
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| cb and Intereſt of Great. Britain was 
the fole Motive in Council and Action; 5 


and what Progreſs was made in carrying 
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them to the like Liberality in whatever | 
reſpected the War, ſo that ſeven Millions 
were given this Seſſion; there followed [ 
a Neceflity of borrowing near Halt the W 
vaſt Sums thus chearfully granted. Upon } 
this the Vigour of public Credit diſplayed 
Itſelf in a moſt extraordinary Degree, the 
Capital of the Bank of Exgland being 
doubled by a Subſcription, which was þ 
determined in four Hours. The ſame | 
Spirit animated the ſecond Seffion of this 
A Parliament, which invigorated the firſt, 
and upwards of fix Millions Sterling were 
1 granted for the public Service in the Year 
1709; which amazing Grants, in Com- 
4 pariſon of former Times, being not levied 
with the ſame Eaſe that they were ſub- 
ſcribed, being ſubſcribed by one Intereſt, 
and the Property of another Intereſt, being 
mortgaged for the Payment, together with 
the l:ngthened Proſpect of the Continuance 
of the War from the Contemplation: of 
ſome Votes relative to the Terms on which 
this Parliament conceived it ought to be end- 
ed, made many People very uneaſy. Ano- 


ther Circumſtance joined to this made them 
ſtill 
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_ Kill, more uneaſy. ,. There was an unuſual” 
Unanimity in Parliament, very unlike that. 
Harmony for which I quoted to you Biſhop 
Burnet in a former Letter, and for which I 
muſt quote him again, becauſe 1 would 
tell you nothing in the Courſe of theſe 
hiſtorical and political Memoirs as a Matter 


of Fact, without an unexceptionable Wit- 


neſs to vouch it. Hear then that Right 
Reverend Prelate, who knew very well 


| what he ſaid, and who was above hiding 


or. diſſembling the Truths he knew in fa- 


vour even of thoſe. to whom he always 


adhered, Speaking of the firſt Seſſion, of 


this Parlament, he ſays, 6. Things went zz 42 | 


« on. in. both Houſes according to the 3 
i Directions given at Court; for the Court 
% being now joined. with the Whigs, they 
& had a clear Majority in every Thing: All 
« Elections were judged in Favour of the 


„ J//higs and Courtters ; but with fo much 


« Partiality, that thoſe who had formerly 
« made loud Complaints of the Injuſtice of 
« the Tories in determining Elections, 
„hen they were a Majority, were not ſo 
% much as out of Countenance when they 
5 Ws «© were 
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were reproached for the ſame Thing: They 

<<; pretended they were in a State of Mar 
<< with the Tories, fo that it was reaſon- 
able to retaliate this to them on the Ac- 
« count of their former Proceedings : But 
* this did not ſatisfy juft and #pright Men, 
* who would not do to otbers that which 
they had complained of when it was done 
ce to them or to their Priends. » This Ma- 
nagement naturally raiſed a Clamour with- 
out Doors, whatever Tranquillity it ſecured 
within. Thoſe who were injured, or who 
thought themſelves injured, repreſented 
this Conduct as flowing from a ſettled 
Reſolution of perpetuating that Power in 
the Party, to the Plenitude of which. they 
were already arrived. Clamour begets Cla- 
mour, and a very indiſcreet Contempt ſhewn 
for the Clergy, upon a Suppoſition that they 
were, generally ſpeaking, in the Tory In- 

tereſt, ſtirred up a Man of no great Note 
or Character to aim at Popularity by Ser- 
Mons, in which the Sound was at leaſt as 
much or more conſidered than the Senſe, 
and all Defects covered by a melodious 
Tres. good Figure and a graceful De- 

livery. 
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Mety. He ! . he fought, and: 
became the Darling of the Multitude. 
What there was of Art in this I dare not 
pretend to ſay. In my own Opinion: there 
was little or none, for I ſhould much 
ſooner ſuſpect the Tories of admiring a 
Man, and a Clergyman eſpecially, without 
Merit, very ſincerely, than of ptetending 
to admire him, that they might make a 
Tool of him, in order to outwit the 
Whigs. Be that as it will, the Whigs, 
to ſnew their Parliamentary Power, and to 
paſs a legal cenfure upon a Doctrine, which, 
from its Abſurdity, themſelves moſt vehe- 
mently declared needed none, had Recourſe 
to an Impeachment, and in the midſt 
of a War with France, and when a great 

many other arduous Affairs called for the 
whole Attention of the public Councils, 
diverted the Thoughts of the Nation to 
ſuch Diſputes as were of all others moſt 
like to affect the public Peace. As they 
were in full Poſſeſſion of Power, they car- 
ried their Point in the firſt Inſtance, the 
Doctor was tried with great Solemnity, 
the Leaders of the Party made fine 3 
„ the 
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the Lords found him Guilty, and a Sen- 
tence was paſſed that did not affect the 


1 Criminal ſo much as it did the Proſecution. 
F . Gr, as the noble Perſon's Expreſſion is, 
s whoſe Writings have occaſioned you this 
Trouble, The Whigs took it in their Heads 
10 roaſt a Parſon, and they did roaſt him; 
but their Zeal tempted them to make the F. ire 
* es that they ſcorched themſelves. Fr 


IT is now Time for us to look abroad. 
The Scheme they had formed required 
that the War ſhould proceed with greater 
Vigour, and, if poſſible, with greater Suc- 
ceſs, than before, in order to which they 
augmented our own national Troops, and 
inſiſted on keeping them compleat by Re- 
* cruits from hence at their higheſt Com- 
plement. But notwithſtanding this Mea- 
ſure they continued the foreign Troops 
that were in Pay, augmented the Subſidies 
to ſome of our foreign Allies, and laboured 
inceſſantly to overpower France with N um- 
bers. At the ſame Time, which is very 
extraordinary, they not only declined fend- 
ing any NONSENSE Squadrons to the Ye 

Indies, 


„ 
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Thing very idle and inexpedient to truſt 
the Safety, the Balance, the Tranquility of 
Europe to Expeditions that muſt depend on 


the Winds and Waves. That they ſet out 8 I 


in this Way of thinking I ſhall make very 


plain to you, by obſerving, that the i incom· 5 1 4 


parable Addiſon was prevailed upon to 
write a Pamphlet, which is preſerved in 
his Works, in Support of this Syſtem, in 
which every Thing is ſaid that could be 


faid for it; and ſaid. with as much Senſe 


and Spirit, and with as much Elegance and 
Eaſe, as either his Genius could dictate, or 
our Language expreſs. That they actually 
proceeded on this Plan, and did all and 
even more than I have advanced, you 
may be ſatisfied from the Votes, from the 
Gaxettes, and from the Hiſtories of thoſe 
Times. When you ſhall have conſidered 
this Evidence maturely, you will be eaſily 
ſatisfied that the Allies muſt approye and 
applaud this Adminiſtration, and confide 
in it too without the leaſt Seruple or Re- 
ſerve : and I preſume you will find ng 


er Dee in conceiwing, that this Ad. 
miniſtration | 
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- miniſtration might, from thence” very rati- 


onally, rely upon all the Support and 


Aſſiſtance that the Allies could give, when- 


ever the requiſition of that became neceſ · 
ſary or expedient. As theſe were Pur- 
poſes that might be anſwered, and as in 
Proceſs of Time theſe Purpoſes were ac- 
tually anſwered, we cannot be thought to 


attribute too much to their Penetration, in 


affirming, that they muſt have had them in 
View. But this will admit of ſtill farther 
Proof, and it will contribute not a little to 
the Illuſtration of this Subject, if I lay it 


before you, which I ſhall ſo endeavour to 


do as not to render 1 it tedious. 


A TEp10vs, body and alas War, 
though attended with Succeſs, muſt na- 


turally create, in the Boſoms of wiſe and 
prudent People, in every Country, which 
had a Share therein, a Deſire of being 
freed from the Maintenance even of neceſ- 
fary Burdens, and of ſecuring the Fruits 


of Victory by a ſolid Peace. But the 


Allies, at bal in general, ſhewed great | 
Alacrity in nt it, and the Motives 


8 


to their Conduct were not at ah imf pene- 


a large and fine Country, conquered by 


the Confederate Arms, and had the Pro- 


ſpect of an impregnable Barrier, by which 
their Safety and Proſperity was to be affured 
in all Time to come. The Emperor had 
actually acquired all that was to be acquired 


on the Continent of | 7taly, and was in the 


full Perception of the Revenues of its 
richeſt Provinces, together with ſome con- 


tingent Advantages. The King of Spain, 


1 mean Charles the Third, had the Princi- 


pality of Catalonia, with ſome other Pro- 
vinces, and the Profpe& of having the 


whole Kingdom conquered for him, with a : 


preſent eſtabliſhment for the Support of 
his Court. Other Princes found their Ac- 


count in the progreſs, at the ſame Time 


that they flattered themiſelves with the moſt 


trable; The Datth were in Peflifion E 
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fanguine Hopes upon the Concluſſon of © 


the War. But, except the Glory of con- 
tributing to this in a very high Proportion, 
our Gains were but very inconfideyableg 
Add to all which, that by Degrees an 


orowed Change was mad 2 fe dhe very 4 
= 


„% Munoins of the Lirz, &c. of. ' 

End of the War, or in other Words, the 
ſole Condition that was to end it, which 
by this Time was very peremptorily de- 
clared to be the entire Recovery of the 
Spaniſh Monarchy out of the Hands of 
the Houſe of Bourbon. The Work 1 
now ſend you expreſſes this Matter very 


clearly, in a very ſhort Paſſage, which 1 
will trouble you to read. Since, there- 


fore, ſays Lord B. by ſuch Efforts as 


e could not be continued any longer, with- 
e out opprefling and impoveriſhing theſe 
60 Nations to a Degree that no Intereſt, ex- 
, cept that of their very Being, nor any 
« Engagement of aſſiſting an Alliance, 
& totis Viribus, can require; France was 
40 reduced, and all the Ends of the War 
d were become attainable, It will be 
d worth your Lordſhip's while.to conſider 
« why the true Uſe was not made of the 
« Succeſs of the Confederates againſt 
40 France and Spain, and why a Peace 


44 was not concluded in the fifth Vear of 


« the War. When your Lordſhip con- 
s ſiders this, you will compare in your 
« Thonghts what the State of Europe 
L would 


A 6 
&l.* 2 — [HY >» 
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- «+ would have been, and that of your n 

Country might have been, if the Plan 
« of the; grand Alliance had been purſued, 
«with the poſlible, as well as certain, the 
« contingent, as well as neceſſary, Con- 
« ſequences of changing this Plan in the 
« Manner it was changed; you will be 
of Opinion, I think, and it ſeems to me, 
« after more than twenty Years of Recol- 
« lection, Re- examination and Reflection, 
« that impartial Poſterity muſt be of the 
ſame Opinion; you will be of Opinion, 
„ I think, that the War was wiſe and 
t juſt before the Change, becauſe neceſſary -- 
to maintain that Equality among the 
« Powers of Europe, on which the pub- 
« lic Peace and common Proſperity. de- 
<« pends, and that it was unwiſe and unjuſt, 


on after this Change, becauſe unneceſiary 
« to this End, and directed to other, and 


« to contrary Ends.“ Very ſuccinct, and | 


withal, very perſpicuous and very ſtrong. 


Bur you may object, and it will be a 
very natural Objection, that this great 
| Es how eloquent ſoever, is but a ſuſ- 
picious 
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picious Witneſs in 'the prefent Caſe. r 
rently grant ir. But I produce this Paf- 
, that you may compare it with another 
"At a moſt unexceptionable . Witnefs, 
Biſhop' Hare, who, in his celebrated Trea- 
tile, entitled, The BARRIER TREATY 
vinditated, in order to ſhew the Right, the 
Maritime Powers had to ſettle and adjuſt 
ſuch a Barrier, delivers himſelf thus: 
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cc This, ſays he, will be made very evi- 
dent, by conſidering the Deſign and 


« End of the grand Alliance, for which 


the Parties to it engaged in the preſent 
„ War, and the Propoſitions which Hol- 


land made to France to prevent the 
« War: Firſt, As to the grand Alliance, 
* it was not made with any King of Spain 
« in Poffefion, nor any acknowledged c or 
« declared King, nor with any Son of the 
« then Emperor, but with the Emperor 
« himfelf, who had indeed good and juſt 


| c Pretenſions to the Spaniſh Monarchy ; 


« but the Duke of Anjou had gotten Poſ- 
e ſeſſion, and both England, and Holland 
« had acknowledged him in that Quality, 


« And the Allies then had little Reaſon to 


* hope 
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therefore, no King of Spain in View, 
for whom the Netherlands are to be 
recovered as a Part of the Spaniſb 
Monarchy. The Treaty is between the 


Maritime Powers and the Emperor: 


And though by the general Words, 15 
tisfaction and Security, they are at 


Juſtice and their Succeſs. ſhould - enable 
them, yet what they ſtipulate for, in 4 


expreſs Words, is only ſo much as wag 
abſolutely neceffary to prevent the im- 


minent Dangers the Parties contracting 


were in from the Union of the Crown 
of France with that of Spain. In ſhort, 


all they ſtipulate for, except in Relation 
to Commerce, is, that the Netherlands | 
ſhall be recovered, not for the Emperor, 
nor for any King of Spain, but to be a 
Barrier to the States for the Security both - 
of them and England, and that Milan, &c. . 


ſhall be recovered, not to remain as a Part 


1 of the Spaniſb Monarchy, or as the 


« Emperor 


Lol Viſcoude een „ 

40 hope for ſo ſucceſsful a War as 80055 
«enable them to demand the Reſtitution. 
of the whole Monarchy. | Here is, 


1 
bert y to extend their Demands as far as 


FRA 


2. * Mares the, 3 &e. oo - 
ec Emperor was King of Spain, but 2s 4 
« Fief of the Empire, and as contri- 
« buting to the Security of his, Imperial 
i Majeſty's hereditary Countries. So that 

the Maritime Powers are by this Treaty 
i to endeavour the Recovery of Milan, 
„ &c. for the Emperor, and the Emperor 
© is to do the ſame on his Part for the 

* Recovery of the Low Countries for them, 
« chat the Maritime Powers, and particu- 
& larly the States, who are a Barrier to 

« England, may have them for their Bar- 
trier. For though it be called a Barrier 
4 for che States, as lying upon the Con- 
ce tinent between them and France, yet does 
« England, alſo, find in it its Security; 
& and, therefore, the Language that runs 

through the whole Treaty is, The ob- 

* taining a particular and ſufficient Secu- 

« rity for the Kingdoms and Provinces, 
FE. of the King of Great-Britain and the 
„ States-General.” I need only add, that 
this Piece of the Biſhop's was publiſhed 

long after this Change was made, and the 

'- Neceſſity of recovering Spain and the 

: Indies out of the Hands of the Houſe of 
Bourbon, 
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could be made. But after all, it muſt be 


allowed, that many of thoſe who inſiſted 
upon this, inſiſted, likewiſe, that it was 


the original Deſign of the War, and ſaid 
many plauſible Things upon that Head. 


The Truth, however, lies within very 


narrow Bounds. It was not laid down by 
King William, it was not provided for in 
the grand Alliance, which, on the con- 
trary, goes on the Principle of the Partition 
Treaties. It was firſt deviſed, as I ſhewed 


you in its proper Place, out of pure Spite, 


by that Tory Houſe of Commons wh 1 


impeached the Authors of thoſe Partition 


Treaties. It was adopted, as I have alfo 5 


ſhewn you before, by the Houſe of Peers, 
who acquitted thoſe Lords, that they might 


bave it in Readineſs upon any Occaſion. It 


was taken up by this Adminiſtration as a 
proper Baſis for their Proceedings; and 
thus in the Circle of a very fe-w Years, the 
Tories and Whigs changed Sides, with 
Reſpect to this Principle, and in the End, 


the latter returned the Impeachment wich 


better Succeſs upon the former, and Mr. 
Harley, 
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Bourbon, inſiſted upon before a good Peace | 
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Horley, when Lord Oxford: was acquitted 
in much the ſame Manner as Lord Somers, 
upon a Charge for making the Treaty of 
_ Utrecht upon the very Plan of the Partition 
Treaty, for which, while a Commoner, he 
had been very active in impeaching that 
noble Peer. Such is the Connection be- 
tween Party and Principle! and ſo eafily 
can Reſpect to Intereſt, Prejudice or Re- 
ſentment prevail even on Men of Senſe, 
to vary, or at leaſt ſeem to vary, their 
Notions of Right and Wrong, which, 
however, retain their Nature, notwith- 
ſtanding theſe whimſical Mutations in "_ 
* or party Sentiment. 


\ 
A 


Bor even lis was not all Fot er thus 
Mifting the Terms, upon which the grand 
Alliance was made, which in itſelf was a 
very alarming Thing to ſuch as had the 
Welfare of this Nation, and the Peace of 
Chriſtendom ſincerely in View, great Suſ- 
picions ; aroſe in regard to the Sincerity with 
which the new Terms were aſſigned. For 
if nothing could lead to a good Peace. but 


the Evacuation of Spain by King Philip, 


it 
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it ſeemed infinitely more eaſy to bring this 
ahout by accepting thoſe Terms, to Which 
Fo the Fourteenth offered to ſubmit. 
But his Sincerity was queſtioned, | True, 
and very juſtly queſtioned. :Yet to remove 
this. Difficulty, an Offer was made by Way 
of Security, which was equal to any rational 
Proſpect of Succeſs from the Operation 

of the Confederate Arms. Beyond this 
what was demanded? That Lewis him- 
ſelf ſhould drive his Grandſon out of Spain. 
He offered Money for this Purpoſe, and 
to contribute to the Expence, in that 
miſerable State that his Affairs were in, 
of ſubverting that Fabrick, for ered 

which he had plunged himſelf into this 
Miſery. Even this was rejected, which + 
being ſo plain and practicable a Way of 
diſpoſſeſſiig King Philip, it could not in 
of raiſing Doubts, whether the Dil] poſſeſſin -Y 
him was the real, or at leaſt ey it wass 
the only Point aimed at by thoſe who refu- 3 
ſed this Expedient. If that was not their 
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ſtandings violent Apprehenſions, that the 
Deſign was to make War without End. 
We need not wonder, therefore, that even 
in the Midſt of Triumphs and Victories, 


— 


Rejoicings and Thankſgivings, thoſe who 


| bore the Weight of this War, without | 


reaping any Thing from the Advantages 
reſulting from it, grew gradually out of 


. Temper, and began to breathe out Wiſhes 


to be delivered from it. Beſides, the Pro- 
badility of Succeſs was daily leſſened. 
France had ſuffered ſeverely at the Be- 


Sinning, for embracing an Undertaking ſu- 


perior to her Forces; the Confederates 


Huffered in the End, by not avoiding that 
falſe Step, to which they owed their firſt 


Succeſs, The French ſaved the Spani/b 


'Monarchy by evacuating Haly, the Con- 


Federates miſſed taking Toulon, by the Em- 
peror's undertaking to reduce Naples at the 


Tame Time, The providing for the Con- 


tinuance of the War in ſo many and ſuch 
diſtant Scenes of Action grew every Day 
more difficult and more expenſive, while 
all our Allies, except the Dutch, and they 


co caſed themſelves a little, did nothing 
beyond 


/ 


* 82 4 4 * * +7 


-Y 1 * } 


— 


* "is - 1 1 . — L „ 
= * * % . 
; V3 I 
* 4 * > af 7 
. K 4 1 
* * 


Lord a bierhe t. NEM Nk. DING 


beyond what they were paid for doing, and 
even made à Merit of deing that. On the 
other Hand, France and Spain were collected 
and united, drew immenſe Reſoutces from 
che Weſt- Indies, and employed thoſe Ne 
ſources purely for the Support of the War; 
and not as they had formerly done, in 
Bribes, Penſions and other idle Expences. 
Their Wants were, notwithſtanding, very 
great, but even theſe turned to our Diſad- 
vantage. Their Troops were meanly paid, 
and poorly fed; but ſtill this pitiful Sub- 
ſiſtance was a great Relief to Multitudes 
that muſt otherwiſe have ſtarved. It 
may ſeem a Paradox, but it is really a 
Truth, that in Proportion as their People- 
diminiſhed, they found their Armies more 
eaſy to recruit. Corn, indeed, they were 
obliged to pay for; but when they had 
paid for it; it was to be found in their Ma- 
gazines, and ſcarce any where elſe, which 
diſpoſed Numbers to fight that they might 
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eat. After all, which is very ſingular, . 


mongſt their Troops, but more eſpecially 
amongſt the Spaniards, Deſertion was not 
15 * of Deſpair. 
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- Taz Fi irmneſs of the Allies in their 
Adherence. to each other, which was in 
- Part, owing, to the Succeſs of the War, and 
in Part to the vaſt Diſproportion of what 
Was contributed to the Support of it by the 
. | Maritime Powers, in Compariſon. of the 
EE ref of the Potentates intereſted therein, 
produced a greater. Appearance of Unani- 
mity amongſt the People of Holland and 
England, and this for a longer Time than 
either Experience could recollect, or Hi- 
Rory recorded, But towards the End, this 
3 gave Way. Some great and wiſe Men a- 
1 mong the Dutch, were by no Means ſatis- 
| - fied with the Hints frequently given by the 
Imperial Miniſter at the Hague, while the 
Conferences were carried on, that if any 
* Ceſſion was to be made to the Duke of An- 
jou, either of the Kingdom of Arragon, or 
that of Naples, or of the Iſlands of Sicily and 
Sardinia, that his Maſter would treat that 
Matter with che Enemy himſelf; and they 
were the leſs ſatisfied with this, becauſe 
they had a very good Opinion of that 
Miniſter, and knew very well that when 
he — in a high T on he did not talk 
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bear ſo high as he was/Inſtrufted. The 
ſame Perſons were not 


a little diſturbed at 
che peremptory Manner 1 
of Pralſia chreatned to withdraw all his 


Troops by a certain Day, if the Town of 


Gueldres was not put into his Hands. There 
Vere ther H oipts, in which they, had been 
pre ſeribtd ta in a Manner that diſpleaſed 

them, add they wette not diſpleaſed wirhout 


Reaſun. In Britain top, there were great 
*Heartburnings. and Jealouſies, which pro- 


ceeded ſrom that GBVAHCE: Manner in which 


26cxtajn: great Men and chef gegtures treat- 


<& All whodiffcrcd: from them in Opiniog, 
which the Piake] af AMarlbarcug b wd. the 


ard Treaſurzr, Men ef great V iſdom ang 
Moderation, wifi was Regret, but were 


nat able to hinder} ie he Haughitineſs, w.th 


.whigh(they \prangagtcd their. ocnlumentsss 
Cracles he received: Wall Reverence, 


Ad en tobe Aiſcuſſeg, Ithe Contemꝑt 


with w Hielr they treated all. repreſentati- 
Otis, às tothe! en mous Expence, and 
:6@ntifual, augmentation, of en immenſe 


Mente andthe vill Glen lutegeſt that theſe 


igjeat Aeywgasrs {or Yau had in the Con- 
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in which the King 
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tinuance of that War, as the Source of their 
Riches, and the Support of their Power, be- 
gan to make deep and extenfiveImpreflions 
upon ſuch as found themſelves pinthed by 


the Taxes already laid, the Proſpect of ſet · 


ing them annually increaſed, and the Fear 


Ketity ; while, on the other Hand, chit Spirit 
of Sedition, which had excited great Stirs 
in Nance, was in ſome Meaſure ſtifled by 
the prudent and popular Application of 
the Grand Monargue, to his Subjects; by 
which he laboured to petfuade them, that 
though he had offered to · ſacrifice the Con- 


WM derns of himſelf and his Family to procure 
Peace, it was in vain, and that not barely 


the Recovery of Spain, but the Abaſe- 
ment, if nut the Subverſion of the Hue 
Monarchy, was the Point now in Diſpute. 
This Language had its Effects, and the 


Deſpair of the Nation enabled! Betis the 
Fourteenth to make ſuch Efforts as were 


beyond any that could have been the Re- 
ſult of his Policy and Ambition. It was 
not for his Glory they fought now, but for 
_ own Safety \ the Retnembranice of 


what 


of 'having this Load entail&@ upoh their PU. 
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what they had been, rouſed them to a 
Degree of Madneſs; and what Wonder? 
when from being the firſt in Europe, they 
were threatned they ſhould be no more a 
ene 


. 


IT was highly proper that you ſhould 
have the State of Things, at this critical - 


Juncture, ſet in a true Light, that you 


ſhould be made acquainted with the real 


Cauſes of the next Miniſterial Revolution 
that happened, by which the Whigs were 
diſcourted, and the Tories brought again in 
a Body into Places and Power, and that this 
ſhould be done in ſuch a Manner as to make 


you clearly perceive, that you are rightly 


informed, becauſe your own. good Senſe 


will enable you to diſcover that theſe, and 
theſe only were Motives potent enough to 


produce ſo ſtupendous an Event. Tou will 


find, in many Books of Memoirs and ſecret 
Hiſtory, a Variety of Tales and Stories, 
partly true, partly faiſe, of Intrigues and 


Cabals, to which this mighty Change is 
aſcribed. In that great Lady's Book, which 
I-have more than once mentioned, who for 


H 2 a Series 


5 .* " 
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a Series of Years was Miſtreſs of the Se- 
crets, or rather of the Court itſelf, you 
will meet with many curious Particulars, 
which very well deſerve your Notice, be- 
cauſe they are Facts, about which it would 
be impertinent to form Doubts, But then 
I muſt intreat you to diſtinguiſh, if you 
mean to underſtand this important Tranſ- 
action clearly, between thoſe Things that 
diſturbed and diſguſted the Queen, fo far 
as to incline her to change her Servants; 
and the Meaſures that produced thoſe 
Events, which put it in her Power to 
execute that Deſign, and to change them 
in the Manner which ſhe did. There 1s 
no Queſtion, that the poor Queen was 
Aufficiently mortified and chagrined in her 
public Character, and in her domeſtic 
Oeconomy. I he great Lady tells us plain. 
ly, that ſhe was lectured and lettered upon 
every Occaſion. The Church, the State, 
the Army, and even the Houſhold, were 
the Peculiars of the Miniſtry, with which 
ſhe had nothing to do, but comply with 
the Recommendations ſhe received. There 
is no Doubt that this was irkſome enough to 
in 2000 NU eln ahi, 
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her, as a Woman, and as a Queen. She 
might therefore, or rather ſhe muſt, find 
this very difficult to bear: and wiſh in 
her Heart to free herſelf from theſe Con- 
ſtraints. She might too, though with 
great Privacy, vent this to that Servant of 
hers, who was {imple enough, for it can- 
not be called Addreſs, to eonſider her, in 
that Court, as her Miſtreſs, and to exert 
her utmoſt Care and Diligence in doing her 
Duty, without carrying every Thing ſhe 
ſaw and heard where other People carried 
it, and where if it had not been expected 
that ſhe would have carried it, ſhe had 
never been placed about Her. It ſeems, 
from theſe authentic Memoirs, that Prince 
George, in his laſt Year, ſympathized with 
his Conſort in Complaints, and that was all; 
and it would have been all that the Queen 
could have done, even if Mr. Harley had 
now and then ſeen her in private, if pub. 
lic Affairs had not taken the Turn they 
did, and if Plenitude of Power had not, as 


is commonly the Caſe, turned the Heads of 


fome otherwiſe able Men, 


H3 You 
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Yov muſt not imagine from what 1 
have ſaid, or from what I may ſay, that 
J have any Intention to give you ill Im- 
Preſſions of the Whigs, and much leſs 
that I aim at defeating that Intention for 
which you were ſent, where you now are, 
or would contribute to weaken your A ﬀec- 
tion for Whig Principles, By no Means 
are theſe my Inclinations; and, therefore, 
I think it highly requiſite to tell you ſo in 
expreſs Terms. The ſincere and generous 


Love of Liberty; the manly Reſolution of 


oppoſing arbitrary Power wherever it 
appears; a deep Veneration for our mild, 
our equal, our excellent Conſtitution ; a 
fihal Reverence for the Laws, as the Means 


of Happineſs, as well as the Meaſure of 


our Obedience ; and a Diſpoſition to prefer 
the Good of the Whole, to every private 


Conſideration whatever; are Principles, in- 


conteſtably right, founded in Truth, in 
Juſtice, and in the Nature of Things, and 
which, therefore, are, and muſt be for 
ever Rules of Conduct to him who would 
be a good Subject and a good Citizen. But 


what I aim at ſhewing you is this, that as 
through 
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Lord Viſcount BOL-INGBROKE. 1;y _} 
through Corruption the beſt Things are con- 
verted into the worſt, ſo Whigs acting apon 
factious Views are as much and as bad 4 
Faction as any, In this I ſay no more, 
than Biſhop Burnet has already ſaid, than 
every honeſt Man ought to ſay, and will 
ſay, if he means to maintain that Charac- 
ter, and of the Truth of which if you 
are not convinced, you may be very eaſily 
miſled into the worſt of all Notions, which 
is that of believing you may be a good 
Whig without being a good Man. While 
the Adminiſtration was compounded of 
the wiſe and able Men of both Parties, 
and ſupported in Parliament by a Majority 
of moderate and diſcreet Perſons, | who 
made the Sentiments they had contracted 
in their Youth give Way, upon all Occa- 
fions, to the public Intereſt, Things were 
happily conducted, and ſuch a Harmony 
eſtabliſhed, as in the Compaſs of a very 
few Years would have produced a glorious 
Effect, that is, would have excited a pub- 
| he Spirit, that would have firſt kept under, 
and in Proceſs of Time eradicated all party 
Notions. This might be, and this pro- 
5 „„ bably 
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152 Mrnmoirs of the Livre, &c. of 
bably was the DeG6gn and Intention of the 
General and the Treaſurer, who were 
thoroughly acquainted with both Parties, 
and who woul-: willingly. have ſelected 
whatever was juſt and good from either, and 
have rejected the reſt. But as in the Be- 
ginning of the Queen' Reign, they were 
puzzled and embarraſſed hy one Set of 
Men, ſo in the Middle of it they were 
hurried and driven on by another Set, 
both acting from the ſame Paſſion, that of 
obtaining an unlimited and excluſive Poſſeſ- 
ſion of Power, which may, indeed, anſwer 
private Purpoſes. well, but never can an- 
ſwer national Purpoſcs at all. It was this 
that was plainly, and beyond Contradiction, 
the Source of all thoſe Miſtakes that have 
been before pointed out. It was this that 
induced them to forget thoſe juſt and prac- 
ticable Ends, for retaining which the War 
was begun, and which are very clearly and 
expreſsly ſet forth in the grand Alliance, 
which ought to have been their unalterable 
Guide. It was this that induced them to 
flatter themſelves with the Hopes of ruin- 
ing inſtead of reducing France, and hin- 
dered 
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dered them from perceiving that the Mea- + 
ſures they were purſuing, in order to this, 
had a real tendency to exhauſt, and con- 

ſequently to ruin themſelves. It was this 
that inclined them to court, and to comply 
with ſuch as concurred with them in theſe 
Meaſures, without attending to the Mo- 
tives upon which they concurred, led them 
to make bad Bargains with ſome of the 
Allies, and to loſe their Intereſt at home, 
with thoſe who are and muſt be the ſtable 
and permanent Support of every Govern- 
ment, in order to obtain the Favour of ſuch 
as will maintain and aſſiſt any Adminiſtra- 
tion while they are Gainers by it. In fine, | 
it was this that put them upon perſecuting 
Opinions, which, if abſurd, were not worth 
perſecuting, and, which if generally dif- 
fuſed, it was dangerous to proſecute, but 
which at all Events it was indiſcreet and 
imprudent, to bring before the higheſt 
Tribunal, in order to make tthe World 
believe that Superiority of Power can add 
any Sanction to Right or Reaſon. Give 
me Leave to add at this Diſtance of Time 
another Thing, that, perhaps, ſi ce the 

3 World 


184 Mruoms of the Lire, &c. of. 
- World began there cannot. be another In- 


ſtance produced, where thoſe who were 
poſſeſſed of Power, and exerciſed it with a 
high Hand, laboured at the ſame Time to 


eſtabliſh the Legality of Reſiſtance, which 


aſter all that can be ſaid about it, muſt be 
ſubje& to ſo many Difficulties, that it is 
infinitely ſafer and better, at leaſt, for a 
Government to let the Diſpute ſleep, and 
to rule in ſuch a Manner, as that their 
Subjecis may never think of reviving it. 


Tuovon this Subject has already com- 
pelled me to take up more of your Time 
than I inclined to do, and to give you my 


Thoughts more at length than my Cuſtom 


has been upon other Occaſions, yet I find 
myſelf ſtill under the Neceſſity of in- 
treating your Patience, in Reſpect to a few 


Remarks, which, 1 apprehend, are yet 
wanting to make you fully comprehend an 


Event, which, If you would have a juſt 
and practical Knowledge of our political 
Hiſtory, can never be too well underſtood. 
That the Whigs violated their Principles, 
when they became a Faction, has, I think, 


be en 
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been made evident to you, and, conſe- 
quently, that they acted amiſs. But con- 


ſidering them as a Faction, and purſuing 


the ſingle Aim of every Faction, preſerving 
and augmenting their Power, their Con- 
duct will ſtand in quite another Light. 
Men may act wrong upon right Principles, 
and they may act right upon wrong ones; 
and if this be any Merit, it ought in many 
Caſes to be allowed them. The great 
Point they had to labour was, to cheriſh 
and keep up our national Averſion to 
France, for which I have already ac- 
counted, and have ſhewn you that ſuch 


as ſoothe it, cannot fail of deriving great 


Advantages from thence, and of being 
thought, for a Time at leaſt, ſound Pa- 
triots, though they ſhould have ſcarce any 
other Kind of Merit. This, therefore, 
was an eaſy Taſk to manage, and manage 
it they did with all the Spirit and Addreſs * 
imaginable. - In Conſequence of the ſan- 
guine Notions advanced upon this Topic, 
they were obliged to puſh the War vi. 
gorouſly in all the different Scenes of Ac- 
tion, and beyond all Doubt, they did this 

likewiſe 
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256 Mrmoirs of the Lirz, &c. of 
hkewiſe to the utmoſt, In order to be able 
to do this, it was requiſite to-employ' very 
warm Profefſions of Reſpect and Kindneſs 
for the Allies, and to make theſe appear the 
pure Effects of Sincerity, to act upon cer- 
rain Occaſions with much Complaiſance, in 
which they did not fail. To Freter re their 
laffuence at home, they were obliged, in 
every Diſpute to conſider rather the Merits 
of Men than the Merits of the Cauſe, 
and though. they could not but be ſenſible 
of the-great Injuſtice of fuch a Proceeding, 
yet the ſame Motives that compelled them 
to it, compelled them likewiſe to avow itz 
ſince the great End of taking ſuch bold 
Steps would have been loſt, if they had 
"received any other Colour than that of ſerv. 
ing the Party. They were conſtrained to 
vindicate all Meaſures taken, ecclehaftica}, 
military or civil, and to find Reaſons for 
them, | becauſe Infallibility belongs as much 
to a Faction, as to a Pope. Confeſſing one 
wrong Step is admittipg a Poſſibility of 
Error, which a Faction never will do, be- 
cauſe its own Intereſt becomes the Stan- 
dard of Right and Wrong; and, there- 


fore, 
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| fore, if this be conſulted, they cannot ad- 
mit of any Sort of Blame. This created 
an urgent Neceſſity of feeking aſſiduouſly, 1 
and graſping tenaciouſly every Thing that 
fell in their Reach, that by providing for 
their numerous Herd of Dependants, they 
might at once ſtrengthen themſelves, and 
prevent. any of contrary Sentiments from 
being the better for them. In reference to 
ſuch a Syſtem as theirs was then become, 
all this might be good Policy; but ſup- 
pole 7 a. Man at free Liberty to examine it, 
and to bring it to the true Taſte of pub- 
lic Utility, of Courſe it might be eaſily 
expoſed. In this, without Queſtion, Mr.. 
Harley and his Friends availed themſelves 
of their own Abilities,” and. ſet the Pro- 
ceedings of their Adverſaries in whatever 
Point of View might contribute moſt to 
leſſen their Credit with the People. They 
binted, that, notwithſtanding all the Qut- 
cries againſt France, thoſe who were for 
prolonging the War did nat ſo. much aim 
- at, hurting her as at helping themſelves : 
That the Charge of the War had been 
continually increaſing, and that though 
from 
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18 "Mexoms of the Lurz, &e. of | 
from the Beginning we bore a very large 
Proportion of the Expence, this Diſpro- 
portion had been ſwelling all along between 
us and the Allies, ſo that the more they 
got the leſs they ſpent ; whereas, with re- 
gard to us, the more we had paid the more 
we might pay. They took, perhaps, in ſome 
Eaſes, Things by the wrong Handle, and 
imputed that as a Crime, which in Fact 
was only a Misfortune. For inſtance, it 
was inſinuated, that the making an offenſive 
War in Spain was equally againſt the Rules 
of good Senſe and the Laws of War, to 
which not only the Loſs of the fatal Battle 
of Almanza might be imputed, but even 
the Miſcarriage at Toulon, ſince the Troops 
which the French had in Roufillon were ge- 
called for the Relief of that Place. But 
if they had continued upon the Defenſive, 
in that Kingdom, would not this have af- 
forded Room for as high or a higher Charge, 
had not this Charge been actually brought 
before an offenſive War was made in that 
Kingdom? And if ſo, how was it to be 
carried on without being liable to Cenſure? 


to 


Lord Viſcount BOLINGBRORE. 139 | 
to be remiſs in the Proſecution of the War, 
this fell upon the Adminiſtration z and yet 
if they had ventured upon any vigorous 
Step in Reſentment of this, by which an 
Ally had been loſt, the Outcry would have 


been ten Times ſtronger. That the Dutch 
were gratified to the full Extent of their 
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' Demands, in the Buſineſs of their Barrier, _ 


was made a great Offence; and yet, the 
procuring them ſuch a Barrier was one of 
the original Cauſes of the War, and. one 
of the few Points upon the Continent, 
which might be called an Engliiþ Point. 
But, as Biſhop Burnet has obſerved, F acti- 
ons act againſt each other as if they were 
in a State of Wag, and without conſidering 
any Thing, except how it may ſerve the 
Cauſe they have to promote. This was 
the moſt extenſive War, and for that Rea- 
ſon the moſt expenſive War, in which till 
this Time we had ever been engaged ; im- 
menſe Sums were levied for the Support of 
it upon the People, and beſides theſe, the 
Nation had incurred a heavy Debt. A Suſ- 
picion that ſome Part of theſe Sums might 
be ſunk or nuſapplied improperly, or need- 
7 leſsly 
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leſsly beſtowed, was eaſily thrown out, and 
from that malicious Credulity which reigns, 

and will ever reign in the World, could 
” not fail of meeting with Relief; ſo that 
| Materials were by no Means wanting to 
excite or to ſupply that popular Clamour, 
which is equally neceſſary to hunt out or to 
uſher in a Miniſtry. By a dextrous Cir: 
culation, therefore, of true and falſe, juſt 
and unjuſt, well and ill grounded Com. 
plaints, a Spirit was raiſed, that by De- 
grees gave ſuch Tokens of its Strength, as 
© thewed it might be relied on, and. that if 
any Alterations were made at Court, they 
would not fail of being ratified by the 
Voice of the Populace, and the Votes of 
the People. 


|  Tavs you will obſerve, that in this 
Struggle, as in all Struggles of the like 
Nature, the Morals and the Intereſts! of 
the Nation were . exceedingly expoſed, 
Both Sides pleaded Neceſſity, though 
both deſerved it, yet neither would ſubmit 
to Blame. Thoſe' who were on the Point 
of loſing Power looked upon their own 
| as 
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as the public Concern. Altering the Ad- 
miniſtration, as it then ſtood, was treated 
by them as ſubverting, the Government, 
and all who concurred in it were branded. 
with the moſt odious Denominations. This. 
Language was returned with equal Petu- 
Jance and Fury, .and the Charge of ſub-. 
verting the Government was retorted, by 
aſſerting that a great, Progreſs had been 
made in changing the, Conſtitution. But. 
weigh the Matter coolly, and you will find 
that the Tories purſued pretty near the ſame. 
Meaſures that the Whigs had done before. 
When they took Umbrage at ſome Notions 
of Mr. Harley's s, they blew up the Affair 
of Gregg, magnified certain Inadvertencies 


in his Office, and would willingly have re- 


preſented. him as a Friend to France, and - 
inclined to make a Peace upon bad Terms. 
Upon this, ſome Perſons of the higheſt. 
Ra refuſed to "conſult with him, and in 
the Midſt of this dark and myſterious Cloud 
of Suſpicions, he was under the Neceſſity 
of giving Way, that public Buſineſs might 
not ſtand ſtill. He did accordingly give 
Way, and his Friends followed him ; but 
now the Tables were turned, ard new 
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Doubts, new 'Jealouſics, new. Suſpicions 
Z were raiſed; they thought themſelves at 


Liberty, it ſeems, to apply the fime Means 


to eject others, that kad been praftifed in 
ejecting them. Inſtead of a ſecret Cor- 
reſpondence with -ance, they, ſuggeſted, 
that the Intereſts of this Nation had been 
ſacrificed to Foreign ers; inſtead of al- 
ledging any Defi ef making a bad Peace, 
they gave broa 4 Fin o of a Reſolution 
taken to make no Peace at all. The 
Church of England and the Conſtitution 
was the Cry recommended to the People, 
and very fine ſounding Words they weren 

ſo that inſtead of wondering how ſo great 
an Impreſſion was made, we have the 
| Nrongeft Reaſon to believe, that if the 
new Adminiſtration had been really tinc+ 
tured with that Spirit with which they 
have been ſo loudly charged, they might 
have carried Things farther than they did, 
But all this will appear more clearly, when 
I come to give you a ſuccin& Repreſentation 


of this Change, and of thoſe Principles 


upon which it was really made, at leaſt on 
the Part of the Queen, and thoſe whom 


ſhe rincipally truſted and em loyed. 
Man P. 7 LET. 


4 


a. . 
My BIR 


* > a" \ 
N * 9 


od 7" ib "ad 
_w 2 


* _ 2 i _ * 
9 E IF = x FE 4 . * » * — a ** #4 „ FB ry _ 3 20 N * 7 
' * E * * 
* F #, N d 1 Ge hh, y 4 j A l ö 
a” * — 


- » L. 2 
Sd 


La Vine BO BOLINGBROKE. 0 7 


T T E R vn. 


tanda elt. 


rid Vine parts, Gini non Invidia r. 


c. in can. 


The great Importance of underſtanding this 


Miniſterial Revolution, to a young Gentle- 


man qualified to fit in Parliament. The 
many Obſtacles in the Way of thoſe who 


laboured to overturn the Whig- Miniſtry. 
Methods uſed to - ſecure the Queen, the 


_ Clergy, and the People. Oppoſite Mea- 


. - * ae 


ſures, though well conducted, fail, and | 


are retorted, The Biſhop of Sarum's 


Doctrine, that a Parliament choſen thro” 


' Influence, is no legal Repreſentative. The 
Parliament meets, and is opened by a very 


Plauſible Speech from the Throne, Duke 


of Marlborough*s conſummate Prudence in 
his Conduct, on this critical Occafion, The 


ſingular Dexterity with which tbe Chan- 


cellor of the Exchequer brought the unli- 


quidated Debts into a regular Order, and 


Wy an immediate Supply from the 
monied 
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164 Mworus of the Lee, &c: of G 
monied Men, notwithſtanding their con- 


trary Engagements. The | Attempt. of 
Guiſcard on the Life of Mr. Harley, and 


its Effetts. The laſt, and not leaſt glori- 
ous Campaign of the Duke of Marlborough, 
and the State of the War in 1711. Death 


ef the Emperor Joſeph, and the Influence 


this Event bad upon the Affairs of Europe. 

Our Miniſtry. bend their Aitention to a 
general Peace as early as their Neighbours, 
Projet of reducing Quebec, ' concerted 
under the Auſpice of this Miniſtry. Rea- 
 fons which render it probable this Scheme 


' , was. well intended. Objections cleared, 


and Cenſures anſwered, with a Hint of 
-. the true Cauſes why it miſcarried. Fa- 
mous Charge of Corruption in the Con- 
duct of this Expedition, which, however, 
is not ſo certain as it has been commonly 
believed. How a thorough Knowledge 
may be acquired of the Conduct of Mr. 
Secretary St. John, in the Negotiation of 
Peace. Proceedings in the next Seſſion of 
Parliament, condufted chiefly by Mr. Se- 


cretary St. John. Subſtance of their Re- 


Freſentation to the Queen, as to the in- 
creaſing 
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Lord Viſcount BOLINGBROKE. 165 
creaſing Expence of the War. What was 
intended by, and what: were ihe Conſe- 


quences of. this Repreſentation. An ſwered 
by the States- General, and replied to by © 


Mr. Secretary St. John. A ſuccin# View 


e his Behaviour in all the great Employ- 
ments be di ſcbarged at this Functure. 
| Created Vi ſcaunt Boliogbroke, and Baron 
St. John, with the Remainder of thoſe 


. Honours to his | Fathers, Sir Henry St. 
Ich. 
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1. is not 900 to name any Sünzect, chat 
1 a be of greater Conſequence to 4 
Perſon in your Situation, and of your. Ex- 
pectation, than the Diſcuſſion of this Mini- 
ſterial Revolution, ſince there never happen- _ 


ed any Change more remarkable in. this 
Country; from which you maybe more K. 
firuted z or by which you may be be 

"eafertaitied: We live at a ſufficient Dillance 
from thoſe Times, to be free, at leaſt, from 
all perſonal Prejudices ; we have ſufficient 
Lights to inſtruct us; and if with theſe Helps 
I ſhould miſlead you, it muſt be the Effects 
of my Want of Capacity, and not of Cah- 
dour: For as I know chere is nothing that 


can 


+ 


- * v7 
> 7 5 Sr 3 - * N 0 
* of . 4 * "EF "Cy. V 1 = * þ + 33 
8 A . es ihe Gat ts. * 
* = * k N . 
Tf, f * . 4 r 
oy 9 wt 8 * 
» * > "0 4 . ” . 
\ 8" AE. * * 


166 Memoirs of the LrrE, &c. of 

can be worth your Attention but Truth, 
ſo 1 dare promiſe T ſhall never abuſe your 
Confidence, in ern 4 it for any Thing 
ale. 


.» 


Wx have Wen, f in general, the Methods 
that were purſued, to diſſolve an Admini- 
Aration, compoſed of Perſons eminent for 
their Abilities, poſſeſſed of large Fortunes, 
moſt of them thoroughly acquainted with 
" Bufineſs, and knowing how to draw from 

the Poſts they enjoyed, all the Helps, an 
"extenſive Influence could give, towards pre- 
ſerving them. An Adminiſtration.confided 
in by the Allies, befriended by what was 
ſtiled the money'd Intereſt, high in Reputa- 
tion from foreign, and if we may be allow- 
ed the Expreſſion, from domeſtic Victories, 
and ſecure of : che Parliament then ſit- 
ting. Theſe were Difficulties that Men 
muſt haye very, great Courage, to entertain 
ſo much as Hopes of overcoming ; very 
"great Capacities, to frame a Scheme that 
had even a Probability of ſucceeding; 
and very great Coolneſs and Preſence of 
Mind, not to loſe or bewilder themſelves | 
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in the Execution : The very attempting it 
was a Boklgeſs, bordering on TemerRy;z 
the Proceeding, hazardous in every Reſpect 
and the Miſcarriage big with ſo many, fatal 
Conſequences, that the ſole Apprehenſion 
of them, might very eaflly have produced 
A Dizigeſs, capable; of; diſconcerting, the 
beſt, adjuſted. Project, ſince human Wiſ- 
dom can contrive nothing out of the Reach 
of a Mukitude of unforeſeen; Accidents. 
This 1 is but a faint Picture of the Circum- 
ſtances thoſe, Men were in, who under- 


Wills eaſily Tee, how 
exated a Compliment; they make to the 
Memory of Mr. Harley, who affirm that 
he alone contrived and conducted it in the 
firſt Digeſtion and that others were 0 
weren an nnn. 0191 Aut N | 


* 
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; 3 firſt Hawk. Was abſolutely to 80 | 
cure the Queen; that is, to fix in her 
a ſteady and determined Ræſolution to pur- 
ſue the Meaſures ſuggeſted to her, not- 

Withſtandipg all the Arguments and Ap- 


ee ob * Lind chat it might, 
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and muſt be foreſeen, would be offered to 
diſcourage, diſpirit, or divert her. Some 
have ſuppoſed, that the hole Scheme was 
not opened to her at once, but that ſhe was 
gradually drawn from one Step to another. 
But the very Contrary of this ſeems infi- 
-nitely / more probable z/ for if ſhe had not 
been promiſed a total Deliverance;(it"is not 
to be conceived, what could be propounded 
to her, to balance the Hazards ſhe'ran; ina 
partial Removing of thoſe-who were grown 
diſagreeable to her. In order to effect this, 
be was : continually put in Mind of the 
Victory gained d yer her, in the Affalt of 
Mr. Hills Regiment, when by the Dube 
of Marl boroug bs going out of Town, and 
the Menaces of an Addreſs from the Houſe 
cof Commons to remove Mrs, Muſbam, ſhe 

was conſtrained by a Letter underc her on 
Hand, to let his Grace know, that ſhe 
gave up the Diſpute, and! that he might 
diſpoſe of the. Regiment as” he thou: vght fit. 
-She was put in Mind of her being ee 
10 Scho every Day; for that was the Phraſe 
given to her Attendanee on Serbe verbis 
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other Inſtances of that ftrict Diſcipline 


under which ſhe was kept, obliged that 55 
Princeſs to recollett many offenſive and 


mortifying Paſſages, to which. even theſe 
private Friends of hers were Strangers. 
The next Thing was to ſecure the People, 
and for this Purpoſe, the moſt effectual 


Meaſures were taken both by Diſcourſe 


and Writing. In the latter, ſome of the 
greateſt Men amongſt thoſe, who aimed at 
an Alteration in the Miniſtry, condeſcended 
to employ their Pains and their Pens, which 


diſtinguiſhed them from other Performances, 


and in Reference to the former, the Bulk 
of the Clergy, throughout the Kingdom, 


ſerved them with great Induſtry, and Zeal, 


from the Alarm taken at the Affair of 
Dr. Sacheverel. As ſoon as their Succeſs in 
both theſe Points was thoroughly known 
to themſclves, it was judged for their In- 
. tereſt, that it ſhould be no longer a Secret 
to the World. They knew that the Repu- 


I tation 
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Family from which the ſprung, and the 
Sentiments in which ſhe was bred, muſt _ 
be extretnely diſagreeable to her; and the 
putting her in Mind of theſe, and many 


* 


170 Mrmoins of the Lire, &c. of 
tation of Power is Power, they knew the 
Parliament, as it then ſtood, was againſt 
them; and, therefore, to balance this, 
they thought it neceſſary to ſhew they had 
the People. To do this effeQually, and 
with Eclat, they procured Addreſſes, pen- 
ned in the faſhionable Stile of the preceding 
Reigns of the Queen's Father and Uncle, 
and under Pretence of taking Poſſeſſion of 
a Living, the late Criminal, now looked 
on as a Kind of Confeſſor, made a Progreſs 
from Oxford to Wales, and was received 
and careſſed wherever he came, in a Man- 
ner that fed his own Vanity, and anſwer- 
ed their Purpoſe. Such were the pre- 
vious Steps to this Reſolution, which were 
ſo dextrouſly managed, that they ſeemed to 
riſe naturally from Events, and, conſe- 
quently, were aſſerted to be the ſpontaneous 
Senſe of the Nation, manifeſted in the Ful- 
neſs of their Heart, and without any Ma- 
nagement at all, which was denied and diſ- 
claimed with the very ſame Warmth, with 
which it was exerted, 


Tur Parliament roſe, April g, 1710, 
and 
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o 


went immediately after to New- Market. 
He was there when the Queen took the 
firſt Step, about ten Days after the Proro- 
gation, which was giving the Marquis of 


Kent's white Staff, as Lord Chamberlain, to 


the Duke of Shrewsbury. But at the ſame 
Time, ſhe created that Marquis a Duke. 
Her Majeſty ſignified her Intention to the 
Treaſurer, and told him that, She hoped he 


would approve of all her Actions; but the 


Anſwer he wrote her ſhewed that he did 
not, and ſhewed it in very ſtrong Terms. 


This, in thoſe Days, was looked upon as an 


ambiguous Meaſure ; but thoſe who were 


in the Secret, knew that it was the Signal. 
Things reſted, however, for about 'twa 


Months, and then the Earl of Sunderland 
was removed from being Secretary of State, 
and'the Seals given to the Lord Dartmouth, 
As this excited ſome Alarm, the Queen 


directed Mr. Secretary Boyle to qualify. it, | 


by ſome palliative Declarations to foreign 
Courts, that they might not apprehend any 
Alteration in her Meaſures, In three 


Months Time very great Changes were 
I 2 | made, 
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made, the Treaſurer was diſmiſſed from 
his high Office in the Beginning of Auguſt, 
and a i Commiſion appointed.;. Mr. Harley 
being one of the Lords, and Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. About a Month after, the 

F _- Earl of Rocheſter, her. Majeſty's Uncle, 

; was made Preſident of the Council, in the 

Room of Lord Somers; Henry St. Jobn, 

Eſq; Secretary of State, in the Place of 
Mr. Boyle ; Sir Simon Harcourt, Attorney - 
General, inſtead of Sir Fames Montague; 
and the Great-Seal being taken from Lord 
.Cowper, was for ſome Time put into Com- 
miſſion. On the 21ſt of September, a 
Proclamation iſſued for diſſolving the 

1 Parliament, and a few Days after, ano- 

ther for calling a new Pürliament, which 


Vas to meet in November. All poſſible 
Methods had been tried to ſhake the 
Queen's Reſolution. The Governor and 


ſome of the Directors of the Bonk, ac- 
quainted her with their Apprehenſions as 


to public Credit; the Miniſters of the Em- 

peror, and of the States-General, ſuggeſted 
| the Uneaſineſſes theſe Changes muſt infal- 
Þ b! , give to her Allies; without Doubt, 


theſe 
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theſe made ſome Impreſſion, though not 
ſo great as was expected; on the other 
hand, great Pains were taken to perſuade 
the Nation, that theſe Hints to a crowned 
Head were very high Indignities, as they 


had a Tendency to take from the Queen, 
the free Choice of her own Servants. . 5 


Ar a Juncture witch Parties run vY high, | 
there can be no great Wonder made, at 
the Heats which appeared in ſome Electi- 
ons. Biſhop Burnet ſays, the Practice and 
Violence now uſed, went far beyond any 
Thing he had ever known in England, and 
adds thereupon this memorable Remark. 
«© By ſuch Means, above three Parts in four” 
& of the Members returned to Parliament, 
% may at any Time be packed: And if free 
„ EleQions are neceſſary to the Being of a 
« Parliament, there was great Reaſon to 
« doubt, if this was a true Repreſentative 
duly elected.” The Right Honourable 
Henry St. Fobn, Eſq; was choſen Knight 
of the Shire for the County of Berks, with 
Sir John Stanbouſe, Baronet, and alſo Bur- 
geſs tor Wotton Baſſet, with Richard God. 
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dard, Eſq; but made his Election for the 
County ; and in general thoſe, who were 
in Sentiments oppoſite to the old Miniſtry, 
were, upon the Returns, a great Majority, 
as in ſuch a Situation of Things might be 
well expected. In a very little Time after, 
the former Parliament was diſſolved, and a 
| new one called; the famous periodical 
Paper was ſet up, entitled, The ExaMINER, 
the firſt twelve Papers of. which were ſup- 
| poſed to be written by Mr. Secretary S.. 
Jabs, Dr. Atterbury, Mr. Prior, and 
| other Perſons of Diſtinction, who were 
ce cqually conſpicuous for their great Capaci- 
| ties, and their thorough Knowledge, of 
= the then State of Things, which eſta- 
bdliſhed the Reputation of that Perfor- 
BE . mance, and enabled it to operate powerfully 
upon Elections. Amongſt theſe, there 
was one Paper which was ſo generally attri- 
buted to the Secretary, that it was com- 
BE monly called Mr. St. Job's Letter to the 
Be  Zxaminer. I ſend it you for that Rea- 
ſion, and that you may diſcern his keen A- 
| 1 bilities as a Writer; for in this ſingle ſhort 
| | Paper, are * the Out- lines of 
© | 2 ne 
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that "Deban, upon. which ſo great an Au- 
thor” as Dr. Swift employed himſelf for 
near a Twelvemonth, did his Party infinite 
Service, and gave the Friends of the old Mi- 
niſtry inexpreſſible Diſquiet. It is, without 
Queſtion, a maſterly Performance in its 
Way, and in that Light worthy Notice. 


* . 7 % 1 2 * 
* , D F F N 
* * 
"+ *% 2 5 * x - l f 


His Grace the Duke of Marlborough 
was at the Head of the Army, and in the 
Field, when theſe great Tranſactions haps 
pened. He had paſſed the French Lines, 
and had taken Doway, before he could 
have any poſitive Intelligence of them; 
his Friends, Lord Cowper, Earl of Godol 


phin, Lord Somers, Duke of Newcastle, | 


Duke of Devonſhire, Earl of Orford, Lord 
Halifax, and Mr. Boyle, wrote to him 
in the ſtrongeſt Terms, not to reſign his 
Command. This was acting like Friends 
and Patriots, but it ſhews, at the ſame 
Time, that they had no Apprehenſion of 
his Command being taken from him. His 
Grace followed their Advice, reduced 
Bethune, St. Venant, and Aire; after 
which he put an End to the Campaign. 
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In Spain the Allies were victorious in the 
Summer, and vanquiſhed in the Autumn ; 
the Battles of Almanara and Saragoſſa, the 
former won by General Stanbope, and the 
latter gained by Count Staremberg, opened 
once more a Paſſage for King Charles to 
Madrid, where he met with a very cold 
Reception, and from which he was in a 
little Time forced to retreat. In that Re- 
treat eight Engliſd Battalions, and as many 
Squadrons, were the Victims of the Ger- 
man General's Jealouſy, who ſuffered them 
ta be made Prifoners of War. Yet the very 
next Day he fought the Enemy upon un- 
equal Ferms; and though he claimed the 
Victory, yet he retired with his Army in a 
ruined Condition into Catalonia; ſo that 
by the Time the Parliament met, Things 
were pretty clear, as to the Poſſibility of 
conquering Spain; though the new Mini- 
fry had appointed a public Thankſgiving 
for the Succeſs of her Majeſty's Arms in 
Flanders, and the Victory gained in Sup- 
port of his Catholic Majeſty; which ſhews, 
that they were deſirous of carrying on a 
ſucceſsſul War, till the Enemy ſhould be 
| "ga 
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obliged to put an End to it. Or, as the 
Examiner expreſſed it by their Order a 
little before the Seſſion, g 


&« ſuing Parliament will aſſiſt her Majeſty 
66 with the utmoſt Vigour, until her Ene- 


mies again be brought to fue for Peace, | 


« and again offer ſuch Terms as will make 


« it both honourable and laſting ; only with 


ce this Difference, that the Miniſtry, per- 
e haps, will not again refuſe them. 


' ot + 
the Opening of this Parliament, che Queen 
made a Speech, ſignifying her Reſolution 
to ſupport and encourage the Church of 
England, as by Law eſtabliſhed, to pre- 
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Wie have nor 
«© the leaſt Reaſon to dou t, but the en- 


ſerve the Britifþ Conſtitution, according to 


the Union, and to maintain the Indulgence, 


allowed by Law to ſcrupulous Conſciences, | 


Sir Simon Harcourt, to whom the 
had given the Great-Seal, with the Title 
of Lord Keeper, had previouſly directed, 
in her, Name, the Commons to. chuſe a a 
Speaker, and they accordingly elected Wil. 
liam Bromley, Eſq; Member for the Uni- 
verſity of Oxford. As the Adminiftration 
had: a clear Majority, they made very 
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briſk Uſe of it, by voting forty Thouſand 


Men for the Sea Service, the like Number 
Flanders ; and paſſed the 
Bill for a Land-Tax of four Shillings in the 
Pound before Cbriſtmas. In all this, Mr. 


Secretary St. Jobn made a great Figure, 
for hitherto the Minifter relied chiefly upon 


bim; and his Vigilance and Vivacity were 


' univerſally confeſſed, though not univer- 


ſally applauded, by Men of both Parties. 


| he x ax Duke of Marlborough returned to- 


wards the Cloſe of the Year, and finding the 


Earl of Orford removed from the Admiral- 
ty, beſides this the Earl of //harton from 
the Lieutenancy of Ireland, and two great 


Men, who ſtill continued in Power, alie- 
nated in their Affection; he apprehended, 


with good Reaſon, more Trouble from his 
Winter than from his Summer Campaign. 
' His political like his military Conduct, was 
noble, ſteady, and particularly diſtinguiſhed 


by that Calmneſs, which can proceed only 


from the higheſt Degree of Courage. He 


Perceived, that the Ducheſs had entirely 
loſt that great Intereſt ſhe once had in her 


Royal 


Tard Viſcount BOLINGBROKE. 179, If 
Rayal . Miſtreſs; ; he, therefore, carried a 
Reſignation of all her Places to the Queen, 
who immediately beſtowed her two great 
Offices of Groom of the Stole, and ficſt 
Lady of the Bed- Chamber, on the Duchels 
of Somerſet, and put the Privy-Purſe into 
the Hands of Mrs. Maſbam. This wife | 
Conduct ſecured his Grace from theſe per- 
petual Altercations, to which he muſt have 
been otherwiſe expoſed, and which would 
have added to thoſe Difficulties he was al- 
ready under; whereas this had ſo good an 
Effect, that her Majeſty ſhewed him all 
Marks'of Civility and Eſteem poſſible, ex- 
horted him to live upon good Terms with 
her Miniſters, - and laboured to excuſe 
ſome Things which ſhe knew muſt make: 
him uneaſy.. But though this was neceſ- 
ſary, ſince by the Advice of his Friends, 
he determined not to reſign his Poſt, yet 
it did not at all reſtrain him in the Houſe 
of Lords, where .he ſpoke his Sentiments 
freely in the Queen's Preſence, ſupported 
his Friends firmly, and juſtified the Earl of 
Sunderland's Letter, which produced the 
offenſive War in Spain, and the Battle of - 


| Almanza, 
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Almanza, by the only Argument that could 
Juſtify it, which was, that though the 
Charge on that Head was managed with 
great Heat, yet it would have been main- 
tained with equal Warmth, and better 
Arguments, if he had recommended a 
defenſive War; and if either Miniſters or 
Generals were to be cenſured from Events, 
when it was evident that they had acted ac- 
cording to the beſt of their Judgment, it 
would be impoſſible to eſcape Cenſure, be- 
cauſe Events were not in the Power of Men, 
though Maturity in Deliberation, and Up- 
rightneſs in reſolving were; and to expect | 
more was equally unreaſonable and un- 


Juſt. 


IT was generally believed, and very 
much relied on by the Opponents of the 
new Miniſtry, that they would find them- 
ſelves embarraſſed in raiſing the Supplies, 
which ſhews you what Things Parties are; 
fr as hitherto they had ſhewn a good Diſ- 
= poſition to carry on the War, none that 
thought this a right Meaſure, could wiſh 

to ſee them embarraſſed in this Particular. 
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At their firſt Entranee o Bufineſs, Wy. 
ever, they certainly were, but the Chan- 


Mr. Blunt, afterwards the famous Sir John 
Blunt, in his Service, who quickly removed 


theſe Difficulties, and by deviſing a Me- 
thod of ſettling the unſiquidated Debt, by 


the Creation of a Soutb- Sea Company, and 
the never failing Scheme of a Lottery, en- 


abled his Maſter to boaſt of reſtoring pub- 
lic Credit. In Return for this ſhort Embar- 


raſſment, and to ſhew that all Parties, 
when they obtain Power, act alike ; they 
paſſed ſome warm Votes, relating to many 


Millions unaccounted for, Frauds in the Vic- : 


tualling the Navy, and other Things of the 
ſame Nature; about which, ghough a 
great Noiſe was made, there was no. great 
Matter at the Bottom; and this Nation 


might eſteem herſelf happy, if ſhe had 
any Security, that all who may meddle in 


her Finances, ſhall be as free from Cor- 
ruption as the Earl of Gadolpbin and his 


Succeſſor, of whom we may ſay, as the 


Queen did of the Ducheſs of Marlborough, 
that 


cellor of the Exthequer was: not deſtitute of 5 
an able Operator in Funds, ſince he had 
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that: Cheating cba not their Crime. The 
Commons voted a Million more than was 
raiſed : Strict Attention was paid to e- 
very Branch of the Service, and that they 
might not ſeem to forget their Patriot Pro- 


miſes upon becoming Miniſters, a Law 


paſſed this Seſſion for fixing the Qualifica- 
tions of Knights of the Shite and Bur- 
geſſes as they now ſtand, from which great 
Things were expected, and by which it is 
very poſſible that much more has been done 
than is commonly imagined. To ſhew 


their Care of foreign as well as domeſtic 


Affairs, the Earl of Peterberougb was ſent 
to Vienna, the Earl Rivers was. deſigned 
Miniſter to Hanover, and the Earl of Orrery 


to. the Hague. The Command of the Bri- 


tiſh Forces in Portugal was given to the Earl 
of Portmore, and his Crack the Duke of 
Argyle was ſent to command in Spain. 


| In the Month of March, in the enſuing 


' Year, and before the Parliament roſe, a very 


ſtrange Accident happened, that made a 


great Noiſe in the World, and is ſaid to have 


had ſome Ne Conſequences. The 
Marquis 
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Marquis Gui card, a French Refugee, who 
had met with great Kindneſs and Favour” _ 
here till it was diſcovered that he did not 
deſerve it, became ſo much enraged at the 
Loſs of Part of the Appointments, which 
he formerly received, and all Proſpect of 
future Preferment, though by his own: 
Fault, that he endeavoured to reconcile: 
himſelf to the French Government, and 
was believed to have entertained a cruel 
Deſign of taking away the Queen's Life. 
This Man's Treaſons being diſcovered, he 
was ſeized in the Park, by a Warrant from | 
Mr. Secretary St. Fohu, and carried to be 
examined by a Committee of Council to his ' 
Office, where having picked up a Penknife A 
in an outer Room, he deſired to ſpeak with' - Þ 
the Secretary in Private, which being re- 
fuſed him, and that Gentleman fitting out 
of his Reach, he turned ſuddenly upon 
Mr. Harley, and ſtabbed him dangerouſly 
in the Breaſt, repeating the Blow with a 
Purpoſe of diſpatching him, when his 
Weapon broke, and the Blade was left in 
the Wound, It was very evident, -that in 
this wicked and barbarous Tranſaction, 

Mr. 
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_ thai. Cheating was not their Crime. The 
Commons voted a Million more than was 
raiſed : Strict Attention was paid to e- 


very Branch of the Service, and that they 
might not ſeem to forget their Patriot Pro- 


miſes upon becoming Miniſters, a Law 
paſſed this Seſſion for fixing the Qualifica- 
tions of Knights of the Shire and Bur- 
geſſes as they now ſtand, from which great 
Things were expected, and by which it is 


very poſſible that much more has been done 


than is commonly imagined. To ſhew 
their Care of foreign as well as domeſtic 
Affairs, the Earl of Peterbcrough was ſent: 
to Vienna, the Earl Rivers was deſigned 
Miniſter to Hanover, and the Earl of Orrery 


to the Hague. The Command of the Bri- 
tiſh Forces in Portugal was given to the Earl 


of Portmore, and his Grace the Duke of 
Argyle was ſent to command in Spain. 


Ix the Month of March, in the enſuing 
Tear, and before the Parliament roſe, a very 
ſtrange Accident happened, that made a 
great Noiſe in the World, and is ſaid to have 


| had ſome conſiderable Conſequences. The 


Marquis 
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Marquis Guiſcard,' a French Refugee, who 


had met with great Kindneſs and Favour 


here till it was diſcovered that he did not 


deſerve it, became ſo much enraged at the 


Loſs of Part of the Appointments, which 
he formerly received, and all Proſpect of 


future Preferment, though by his on 


Fault, that he endeavoured to reconcile 


himſelf to the French Government, and 
was believed to have entertained a eruel 
Deſign of taking away the Queen's Life. 
This Man's Treaſons being diſcovered, he 
was ſeized in the Park, by a Warrant from 


Mr. Secretary St. Fohu, and carried to be _ 
examined by a Committee of Council to his 


Office, where having picked up a Penknife 


in an outer Room, he deſired to ſpeak with 


the Secretary in Private, which being re- 
fuſed him, and that Gentleman fitting out 
of his Reach, he turned ſuddenly upon 


Mr. Harley, and ſtabbed him dangerouſly ». © 


in the Breaſt, repeating the Blow with a 


Purpoſe of diſpatching him, when his 


Weapon broke, and the Blade was left in 
the Wound, It was very evident, -that in 
this wicked and barbarous Tranſaction, 


Mr. 
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Mr. Sr. Jobn, as well as Mr. Harley, had 3 
a very narrow Eſcape, and the latter lay W 
ſame Time ill. When he came afterwards 
to the Houfe of Commons, the Speaker, by 
their Order, made him a Speech full of high 
Compliments, which was ridiculed by the 
Whigs, as an egregious Teſtimony of the 
Meanneſs of party Spirit, as it was very 
well known they were not Friends. How. 
ever, it ſeems to be agreed, that this Acci- 
dent had great Effects in that Gentleman's 
Favour, fince this, and the Reſpect ſhewn 
him by the Houſe of Commons, gave the 
Queen the Opportunity ſhe wanted, and 
which ſhe readily embraced, of creating 
him Earl of Oxford, at the ſame Time, be- 
ſtowing upon him, the much envied Office 
of Lord High-Treaſurer of Great- Britain, 
However, the Luſtre of theſe new Honours 
drew after them very ſpeedily the dark 
Shade of Envy, out of which he could 
| never emerge. 


| Pn Duke, of Marlborough made, in 
1711, his laſt Campaign, againſt the French, 
with a View, as his Friends faid, to de- 
monſtrate 
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monſtrate his Zeal for his Queen, his Coun- | 


try, and the common Cauſe, His Conduct 
juſtified all that his Friends ſaid, to the full; 
for in Point,of military Skull, few, if any, 
of his Campaigns were more glorious. 
Marſhal Villars, the moſt able, and the 
only fortunate General the French had, 

gave out in his frank Way, and, perhaps, 
it was neceſſary to keep up the Spirits of 
his Troops, that his Lines had put a N 
to the Progreſs of the Allies, and that the 
Terror of the Duke of Marlborough's Arms 
ſhould reach no farther. His Grace, how+ 
ever, on the gth of Auguſt, by mere Dint 
of ſuperior Abilities in his Trade, paſſed 
thoſe Lines not only without Loſs, . buf 
without Reſiſtance z by which Villars was: 

expoſed to the Ridicule of the whole 


World, and even of his own Countrymen, 
whom Nature has ſo much diſpoſed to 


Mirth, that ũpon this, as well as upon many 
other Occaſions, they could not help mak- 
ing a Feſt of their own Mzisfortunes. Alter 


this Triumph over the beſt General in 
France, the Duke may be ſaid to have ob- 


tained A greater Victory over Ane There 
Was 
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was nothing that could have contributed 


more to his Reputation, nothing that could 


have been more advantageous to the com- 
mon Cauſe ; and, conſequently, nothing 
that he more deſired than to bring the 
French to à Battle; to which he was alſo 


pPreſſed by the Dutch ' Deputies, who had 


ſo often reſtrained him upon more proper 


Occaſions. But the Duke, conſidering that 
bis Troops, after all, were but Men, that 


his Cavalry had marched more than thirty 


Miles that Day, that the French Army was 
freſh and in good Order, and that the Ad- 


vantages arifing from a Victory, were not 
to be compared with the Difficulties, that, in 
Caſe of a Check, muſt have attended his 


Retreat, through a Country every where in- 


terſected with Rivers, and in which he had 
not one good Poſt, very wiſely declined 
fighting. But that he might draw ſome 
confiderable Benefit from the Situation his 
Army was then in, he reſolved, contrary to 
the Sentiments of ſome of the ableſt Per- 


* fons about him, and particularly of the 


Dutch Field Deputies, who yielded only 
out of Deference to his Judgment, to 
F inveſt 
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Hveſt Bonchain. A Place well forrified, 


and almoſt impregnable from its Situation 


in a Moraſs, which, nevertheleſs, he re- 


duced in the Sight, and notwithſtanding 


all the Oppoſition that could be given him 
by the French Army. The Detachments 
he had been - obliged to make, and the 


Neceſſity there was of Prince  Eugene's 
marching with the Imperial Troops to cover 


the Diet of Election at Francfort, put ir 


out of his Power to do more; and, in- 
deed, that he did ſo much was equally the 


Wonder of his Friends, and of all the Can- 


did, and Impartial, amongſt thoſe whom 


Intereſt, Prejudice, and the Violences of 

the Times had rendered his Enemies. In 
Savoy, in Spain, and on the Side of Portats 
gal, there was very little done, and though 


this furniſhed Matter of Complaint to ſome, 
yet fuch as conſidered how unjuſtifiable a 


Thing it is to be prodigal of human Blood, 
where there is little or no Proſpe& of any 


real Benefit to ariſe from ſhedding it, were 


fatished this CORY deſerved no ſuen 


Cenſure. 
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Things, who were not biaſſed by their In- 
tereſt, ſaw plainly, that a Peace muſt be 
ö ſpeedily concluded, ſince the Ends vpon 
which it was begun could no longer be 


The Duke of Savoy was aware of this, 


Concerns of his Family; for though he 


for the common Cauſe, yet he did not 


a little Time recover their Independency 
Whereas if they became Part of the here- 
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Tux Death of the Emperor, which 9 
happened upon the 11th of April, had al. 
tered the Face of Affairs in general ſo 
much that all competent Judges of ſuch I 


promoted by the Proſecution of the War. 


and began to have new Notions, as to the 
Safety of his own Dominions, and the 


had hazarded both to an extreme Degree 


think fit to ſacrifice them, in order to ag- 
grandize any Power, or to gratify the Am- 
bition of any other Family whatever. In 
Spain, thofe who adhered to King Philip, 
ftuck to him more cloſely than before; and 
thoſe who had fallen from him, endeavoured 
to reconcile themſclves as faſt as they could, 
being thoroughly ſatisfied, that if Spain and 
the Indies remained to him, they ſhould in 
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ditary Dominions of the Houſe of Auſtria, I 
they were not ſure, after the Demiſe of 
their preſent Monarch, Charles III. as he 
X was then ſtilled, to whom they ſhould 
in- 13 belong, but they were very ſure they 

mould be only a Province, let them belong 


to whom they would, The King of Por- 
tugal being ſenſible of this, and from the 


Ir, perfect Knowledge he had of the World, 
is, no leſs ſenſible that all hopes of conquer- 
he ing Spain, againſt the Intereſt of the Con- 
he querors, as well as againſt the Inclinations 
he of the People, were entirely out of the 
ee Queſtion, bethought himſelf how he might 
ot beſt get out of the Situation he was in, and 


acquire, at leaſt, a Part of thoſe Advantages 


- Þ 

1— that had been promiſed to bring the Crown 
n of Portugal into it. All this was natural, 
4 and no Fault could be found with theſe 
d Princes for entertaining ſuch Sentiments. 

4 . 


'THERE is no Doubt that our new Ad. 
miniſtration had their Eyes turned to a | 
general Peace, as ſoon as the. reſt of 
their airs. N ; but it is highly likely, 


allo, 


4 


-» 


EE „ 


"oF" 


x90 Memos of the Lies, &ci of Mi 


and honourable Peace by any other Means. 


- entertained a Suſpicion, that they. wanted 


they were content to hurt themſelves that 


they found it neceſſary to continue the 


fon as poſſible, they likewiſe intended to 
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alſo, that they did not loſe Sight, for all I 
that, of the propereſt Meaſures for continu. | N 
ing the War, or for continuing it with JM 
Vigour, and in ſuch a Manner, as might | 
de moſt for the Credit, and moſt for 
the Advantage of this Nation. It was 
very natural, it was very fit for them to do 
ſo, ſince there was nothing plainer, than 


chat they could never expect to make a ſafe 


Harley, St. Jobn and Harcourt were never 
thought ſhallow Fellows, and let them be 
ſuſpected of what they would, nobody ever 


Abilities for their reſpective Places, or that 
they might vex the oppoſite. Faction, with- 
out any Reſpect to the Welfare of their 
Country. For theſe Reaſons, I think, 1 
may demand your Belief, that ſo long as 


War, which J grant was for as ſhort a Sea- 


carry it vn wm Succeſs. 


| AMoNosT other Projects for this Pur- 
poſe, 


"Lis Viſcount Men 19 
poſe, I reckon. that in which Mr. Sale 
,. Jobn had a very great, if not a chief 
8 Hand, for reducing Vebec. and abridg- 
iog the French Power in North America. 
Fou may have heard this railed at and 
ridiculed. as an idle Tory Project, fooliſhly 
- cohtrived, and madly executed; nay, you 
may meet with ſome, who will not bluſh 
to aſſure you, that it had not a worſe End 
than was expected, and that none were leſs 
affected by the Miſcarriage than the Au- 
thors of it. But, as theſe are wild and im- 
probable, if you conclude them alſo to be 
falſe and groundleſs Reports, you will not, 
as far as I am able to learn, be very much 
in the Wrong, as I ſhall endeavour to con- 
vince you in very few Words, and then you 
will know what to think of the Repreſen- 
tations one Party makes of the D of 
another. 'Y 


Tuga k had been a Deſign of a like. 
Nature attempted, under the Reign of. 
King William, as unproſperous as this; ſo 
that failing in it could not be criminal. 
The very Scheme now carried into Execu - 
| tion 


* . _— A 
., SE. ou \ + 
5 a 8 7 

= 

. : 

1 — — 4 


: x90 ernteten. Kei of | 
alſo, that they did not loſe: Sight, for all 
that, of the propereſt Meaſures for continu- 
ing the War, or for continuing it with 
Vigour, and in ſuch a Manner, as might 
de moſt for the Credit, and moſt for 
the Advantage of this Nation. It was 
very natural, it was very fit for them to do 
ſo, fince there was nothing plainer, than 
chat they could never expect to make a ſafe 
and honourable Peace by any other Means. 
Harley, St. John and Harcourt were never 
thought ſhallow Fellows, and let them be 
ſuſpected of what they would, nobody ever 
entertained a Suſpicion, that they wanted 


Abilities for their reſpective Places, or that 
they were content to hurt themſelves that 
they might vex the oppoſite Faction, with- 
out any Reſpect to the Welfare of their 
Country. For theſe Reaſons, I think, 1 
may demand your Belief, that ſo long as 
they found it neceſſary to continue the 
War, which J grant was for as ſhort a Sea- 
ſon as poſſible, they likewiſe intended to 
carry it on with Succeſs. 


| AMONGST other Projects for this Pur- 
poſe, 


ES 
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| poſe, I reckon. that in which Mr. = 
St. Jobn had a very great, if not a chief 


Hand, for reducing Quebec, and abridg- 
ing the French Power in North America. 


- cofitrived, and madly executed; nay, you 
may meet with ſome, who will not bluſh 


affected by the Miſcarriage than the Au- 
thors of it. But, as theſe are wild and im- 


as far as I am able to learn, be very much 


vince you in very few Words, and then you 
another, 
that failing in it could not be criminal. 


The yery Scheme now carried into Execu - 
| tion 
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Tou may have heard this railed at and 
ridiculed as an idle Tory Project, fooliſhly | 


probable, if you conclude them alſo to. be- 
falſe and groundleſs Reports, you will not, - 


ia the Wrong, as I ſhall endeavour to con- 


will know what to think of the Repreſen- 
© tations one Party makes of the Debgne of 


Tazaz had been a Deſign 5 like. | 
Nature attempted, under the Reign of 
King William, as unproſperous as this; ſo _ 
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to aſſure you, that it had not a worſe End 
than was expected, and that none were leſs 
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; tion had been approved by the- Lord Trea- 


| {urer, Godolphin z and Sir Thomas Hardy 
and General Macartney were to have com- 
manded the Fleet and the Forces; from 
"whence we may conclude, it was not ei- 
ther a frivolous or a fooliſh Deſign: And as 
to che Miniſters, particularly Mr. Secre- 
tary. St. John's being in earneſt, you cannot 
eaſily entertain any Doubt, if you read his 
Letters inſerted in Sir Hovenden Walker's 


Account, and conſider. that the Command 


of the Troops was given to General Hill, 
Lady Maſbam's Brother. They muſt be 
ſtrange Politicians indeed, who would plot 
againft themſelves, or even neglect any 
Precautions in their Power, for the Sup- 
port of an Emterprize, in which both their 
Intereſts and their Reputation were at Stake. 
Plaufible Arguments may incline us to be- 
lieve ſtrange Things; but there is no be- 
lieving on bare Suggeſtion, backed by 
bold Aſſertions, againſt ſuck concluſive 


Bur it has been ſaid, and 1 freely owa 
w you, not without Truth, that there were 


ſome 
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ſome conſiderable Miſtakes committed in 


they had not any, or at leaſt, they had not 
enough Perſons on Board, who were well 
acquainted with the Navigation of the 
River St. Lawrence; and they made too 


been prevented if the Admiralty had been 
conſulted z but Secretary St. John, and his 


and had fo great a confidence in ſome, 
who were then intruſted with the Manage- 
ment of publick Affairs, in the Northern 
Colonies of America, that they flattered 
themſelves with the Hopes of ſurprizing 
both Friends and Foee, by ſtriking a great 


ment ſhould make by the general Peace, 
© they had in View. If in this they were 
= diſappointed, they might be unfortunate, 


but they were not culpable, even allowing 


che Miſtakes they committed, ſince they 
vere ſuch as they. could not foreſce, and 
13 K after 


the very firſt Digeſtion of this Deſign, | The 
Ships that were employed were too large; 


long a ſtay upon our own Coaſts. Theſe, 
and ſome leſſer Inconveniences might have 


Friends were ſo tenacious of their Secret, 


Stroke in that Part of the World, and of 
preſerving the Conqueſts that this Arma- 
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after all, the Miſcarriages and Loſſes of this 
Expedition were in Reality owing to Negli- 
gence, Inactivity, Backwardneſs and ſome. 
thing worſe in certain Perſons in New-E7g. 
and, where the French had their Agents, and 
where thoſe Agents had but too much In- 
fluence. As the Succeſs of this Deſign 
would have done the Authors of it great 
"Honour, ſo the Want of it expoſed them 
to much reproach. They were charged 
with concerting this Enterprize while the 
Parliament was fitting, without aſking © 
their Advice, or even acquainting them 
therewith; though it is evident, that if 
they had done ſo, it muſt have been di- 
vulged to all the World. They were cen- | 
ſured for ſending out a Squadron victualled » 
for a ſhort Time, when Proviſions and 
Stores might have been furniſhed without 1 
any Difficulty; but their Aim was to con- : 
ceal their real Intention from the Enemy, 
by victualling the Fleet ſhort, upon a Sup 
poſition, that they would find every Thing 4 
they could want provided for them in 
America. They were blamed for not hav- i 
ing ſkilful Pilots; and theſe too were 1 | 
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have been furniſhed? in New-England, where 
there were ten People Ace with 


rence, for one that could ave 8 found 
here. | And in fine, they were bittefly in- 


veighed againſt, for withdrawing a few 


Regiments from the Duke of  Marlborough's 
Army; z as if cruſhing the French Power, 
and extending the Engliſh Empire in Ame- 
rica, had not been of as much Conſe- 
quence, at leaſt to this Nation, as having 
three or four Thouſand Men mare or leſs 


in Flanders, making Conqueſts for our 
good, Allies. Whatever Rectitude there 


Was in their Intentions, they were unlucky 


in the Execution of them; and this, in that 
Time of Confuſion, was ſufficient to ex- 
poſe them to Clamour and Calumny e- 
nough ; and which is worſe, diſabled — 


from doing that Service to the Nation, 
which ſtill remained to be done. 2 


reducing the French Power in Canada, 
Grow: on that Side a goed Frontier fora ws 


Tuenk is another Point RP Mi to | this 
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| Expedition, of which you have heard, or 


dug. 
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at. leaſt, will probably hear, if you converſe 
with ſuch as lived in thoſe Times, and 
were well acqu ainted with what was then 
doing. It is this, that the Sum of twenty 
Thouſand Pounds was gained from the 
Public, or, in plain Terms, that the Na- 
tion was cheated of that Sum, by the Con- 
trivance, or at leaſt, with the Knowledge 
of Mr. Secretary St. Jobn. It is very cer- 
tain, that the then High Treaſurer, the Earl 
of Oxford, informed Queen Anne of this 
in a Paper addreſſed to her Majeſty, and 
likewiſe took to himſelf the Merit of pre- 
venting this from falling in the next Seſ- 
ſion, under the inſpection of the Houſe 
of Commons, Yet when this Aſſertion 
of his was converted into an Article of 
Impeachment, and himſelf charged with 
impeding Juſtice by ſuch a Concealment, 
he alledged in his own Defence, that the 
Reaſon - he hindered it from coming be- 
fore Parliament was, that upon a cloſe Ex- 
amination, the Proof was not clear, and 
he judged that a Seaſon very improper for 
commencing ſuch an Inquiry, when it could 
not be fully made out. He further adds, 


that 
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Lord Viſcount « BOLINGBROKE, bi” 4 
that the Papers upon which he grounded . 
his Opinion, had been long in the Hands ; 
of the Houfe of Commons, which im- 
peached them both; and he had not 
heard that they thought them fufficient 


Foundation for ſuch a Charge. A Cir- 
cumſtance, which rather proves his Miſtake, 


than his Antagoniſt's Miſbehaviour. You 
will likewiſe confider, that at the Time 
the Earl's Paper was ſent to the Queen; 
theſe two noble Perfons were at open Va. 
riance, which Circumſtance. might very 
poſlibly give Things the Appearance of 
ConviRtion, that when more cooly conſi- 
dered, did not riſe quite ſo high, As to 
this, however, the Facts being before you, 
it is not at all my Intention to give any Bias 
to your Judgment, but leave you free to de- 


cide, or to ſuſpend your Thoughts about it, 
as on the whole ſnall ſeem moſt reaſonable. 


Da 
* 3 


1 As ſoon as the Emperor $ Death „ 
= be well known at Paris, Propoſals. were 
made by the French King to Great- Britain, 
to put an End to a War that had already 
laſted as long as that of 7 roy, by a general 
K 3 Peace. 
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Peace. Theſe Propoſitions, dated April 2, | 
1711, were ſigned by the Marquis, de 


'Raby, at the Hague, with Orders to com- 


require a volume, inftead of a Letter, to 


complain of my leaving you in the Dark, 
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Torcy, and were tranſmitted as ſoon as 
poſſible to the Queen's Miniſter, then Lord 
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municate them to the States, who, by 
their Anſwer did not ſeem to be at all diſ- 
pleaſed; but on the contrary were very wil - 
ling and ready to deliver themſelves from 
a Weight which, they freely confeſſed, 
was too heavy for them to bear. It would 


diſcuſs the Conduct of Mr. Secretary St. 
Jobn, through the long Courſe of this per- 
plexed Negotiation, you cannot therefore 
expect it in a Letter: But that you may not 


in Reference to one of the moſt material 
Tranſactions of his Life, I ſend you a 
little Piece, in which his Conduct upon 
this Head is pretty fully repreſented ; and 
by comparing it with the Reports of the 
Secret Committee, and taking in what you 
will find delivered relating to this Affair in 
his own Writings, I believe, you will be 
able to form as true a Judgment of his 

Conduct 
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Conduct as any body; and though, very 
poſſibly, it may not contribute to heighten 
your Sentiments of him as a Miniſter and 


you clearer Notions of the Peace of Utrecht, 


than other wiſe you are like to acquire; and 


as in obtaining theſe you muſt neceſſarily 
get a clear Inſight into the State of Europ 
at that Juncture, the Intereſts of its ſeveral 
Powers, the Time and Pains it will coſt 
you, 1 dare promiſe you, will be well 
employed, as it will defend you from fal. 
ling into popular or party Snares, and teach 
you to think freely and juſtly upon Topics, 


that ought to be thoroughly underſtood by 


every Gentleman of Family and Fortune in 


Greot. Britain. A Thing, which duly at. 
tended to by ſuch of our Youth, as have 


either a Certainty or Probability of coming 
into Parliament, would make us the great- 
eſt and happieſt Nation upon Earth. 
Tux next Seſſion of Parliament began 
December 7, 1711, and in her Speech 
from the Throne, the Queen acquainted 
the two Houſes, that notwithſtanding the 
ed ©, 2" 
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Aris of thofe that delight in War, both Time 
end Place were appointed for the Opening of 
@ Treaty. But in Spite- of all this, which 
was indeed too much the Language of 
Party, an Addreſs was carried in the Houſe 
of Lords, repreſenting it as their Opinion, 
That no Peace could be ſafe or honoura- 
e ble to Great- Britain or Europe, if Spain 
and the Weſt- Indies were to be allotted to 
any Branch of the Houſe of Bourbon; 
which has been generally conſidered as the 
Reaſon of her Majeſty's calling up the 
Lords Compton and Bruce, and creating 
ten new Peers before the End of that 
Month. In the Houſe of Commons the 
Commiſſioners of Accounts charged the 
Puke of Marlborough with taking a con- 
ſiderable Sum annually from thoſe who 
made the Bread Contracts, and Two and a 
Half per Cent. out of the Pay of the fo- 
reign Troops, which Sums amounted in 
the Whole, during his Command, to-up- 
ward of Half a Million, In Reſpect to 
the firſt, the Duke acquainted them, that it 
was a Perquiſite belonging to the Com- 

mander in Chief, add that in Regard to 
| the 
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I the latter, it was a free Gift from the fo. : 
- | reign. Troops, and was intended and em- 
3 ployed for gaining Intelligence, being ileſs A 


than was granted on that Head during King - 
William's War ;_ notwithſtanding. which _ .Þ 
they voted it public Money, and to be aes 
counted for. Upon this, a Proſecution was 
directed, and under Colour of that Proſe- 
cution, the Duke of Marlborough diſmiſſed 
from all his Employ ments. There is little 
Doubt to be made, that the Report which 
then prevailed of the Miniſtry's being glad 
= to lay the Duke alide, was not without 
Foundation; and, therefore, they were 
1 forced to take up with this, ſinee upon In. 
ſtricteſt Examination they could not find 
a better. The great T ruſt of managing, | 
the Affairs of the Adminiſtration in Parlia-. 
77 ment during this Seſſion, was com mitted | 
to Mr. Secretary St. Fobn, who, to in- 
1 fluence the Nation in their Sentiments of 
the long Continuance of the War, and ; 
to | excite the moſt earneſt Deſire of 
Peace, employed himſelf with indefati- 
gable Diligence, in drawing up the moſt 

accurate Computations, as to the Number 
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of our own Troops, the Number of Fo. 
reigners, and the Sums paid by Way of 
Subſidies during the Courſe of the War; 
which was certain]y* as dextrous and as 
efficacious a Piece of Management as had, 
perhaps, till then been attempted in Par. 
liament, being a double. edged Weapon, 4 
been cut both Ways. | 


Arz much Debate, and after the 4 1 
mo mature Deliberation, the Houſe of 


Commons attended her Majeſty with a a 
_ | Repreſentation, ſhewing the Hardſhips te 
Allies, had put upon England in carrying 
on this War, and of conſequence how FR 
neceſſary it was to come in Time at ſome | 
Relief. They ſhewed firſt, that the Ex- 
pence of England, in the Beginning of the 1 

War, amounted to but about three Mil? 

lions, ſeven Hundred Thouſand Pounds; 

but was now increaſed to ſix Millions, 

nine Hundred Thouſand Pounds, and up- 

wards, chiefly by being obliged to fupply ß 

the Deficiencies of her Allies: That the 

States-General were frequently. deficient 1 

two Thirds of the Quota of Shipping they '# 
ſtipulated |? 
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ſtipulated to provide, which not only! in- 
creaſed/ the Charge of the Engliſb, but 
was the Occaſion of great Damage to the 
Royal Navy, and the Deſtruction of the 
Merchants Ships, which were deſtroyed 
for want of Convoys, the Engliſh Men of 
War being employed in other Services z 
and that the Dutch had alſo been deficient 
in the Netherlands, u pwards of twenty 
Thouſand Men of their Quota of Troops; - 
that the whole Burthen of the War, almoſt, 
in Spain and Portugal, had of late been 
thrown upon the Engliſh ; the Durch' had 
every Year leſſened their Troops in Spain, 
and Portugal; and the Emperor, who was 
moſt nearly concerned, had no Troops at 
all in Pay there, till the laſt Year of the 
War, and then but one ſingle Regiment; 
that on the contrary, the Enghiſh did not 
only maintain fixty Thouſand Men in the 
Spaniſh War, but the Charges of the Ship- 
ping only employed in that Service, a 
mounted to above eight Millions Sterling ; 
and in ſhort that England had expended | in 
the War beyond its Boos: above nineteen 
Millions of Money. all which the late Mi- 
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niſtry had not only connived at, but, in many 


Inſtances, contrived and encouraged upon 
private Views. That the greater our Succeſs 
had been, the heavier had been the Burthen 

on the Part of England, and that new Do- 
minions were daily conquered for the Allies, 


while they abated their Share of the Ex- 


pence, and it could not be expected they 
mould every be weary of enlarging their 
Territories at the charge of England, eſpe- 
cially when even the Revenues of the 
conquered Countries were not applied to 
the carrying on the War. That though 
Britain had borne as great a Share of the 


War as the whole Confederacy, no Advan- 


tages had been ſtipulated for her; but on 


the contrary, the late Barrier Treaty with 


the Dutch was deſtructive to our Trade, 
and the putting Newport, and other Places 
in Flanders into their Hands, made the 
Trade of the Engliſh to the (Spaniſ) 
Netherlands precarious, and the Strength 
of that Country, which Britain had fo 
largely contributed to reduce, might here- 
after be employed againſt Britain ſelf, 
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Tu primary Deſign of this en 
tation, was to juſtify the ne Reſolutions 
that had been taken, of obliging the States to 
"2 | compleat their Quota of Men and Ships, 
" = * declaring, that otherwiſe the Queen 
„ would leſſen her own Forces in a juſt Pro- 
portion. But belides this, it was caleu- 
1 # lated to perſuade the Nation, that the 
" 7 cloſe Connexion which had ſubſiſted, and 
q = which ſtill continued to ſubſiſt between. 
; # the Friends of the old Miniſtry, and the. 
10 1 Allies was founded in their reciprocal In. 
tereſts, to which that of Great- Britain Was 
1 ſacrificed. It ſerved farther to juſtify the 
new Manner 1 in which they pretended to 14 
0 carry on the War in Caſe the Allies in- ' - ? 
* ſiſted upon carrying it on at all Events, by - | 
7 Great Britain's fulfilling her Engagements, 1 
| "lf without going beyond them, and exacting 
from the reſt of the Allies, that they 
| ſhould, alſo, perform theirs. This Scheme 
8 3 being very plauſible in itſelf, and coming to 
3 3 the Queen and her Subjects, backed with 
| ſo high an Authority, as the Repreſentation 

1 of the Houſe of Commons, gave great 
Countenance and Credit to their Proceed- 
1 F ings, ; 
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ings, as they carried the Air of Inſtructi- 
ons to thoſe, ” W in mn they 
were nant 


2 


„. was ſome Time before this 5 Re- 
preſentation could reach the Hands of the 
States, and it required ſome Space to con- 7 
ſider and frame an Anſwer to it; during 7 
which the Declarations were made, and the 1 
Meaſures taken that were adviſed there 
in, and the Negotiations between Great- \-. 
Britain and France were carried ſo far, 
that the Queen, in a Speech to botb 
Houſes, communicated the Plan upon 
which a general Peace might be made, at 4 


the very Time this Anſwer from the State - 


General arrived. It was certainly drawn 
up with. much Clearneſs and Candour, ana 
in Terms which demonſtrated to e Pi g j 
Peuple, that the States, conſidered as Truſ. 
tees for their own Nation, were very little | 1 
to blame. Yet Mr. Secretary. St. Fobn | 4 ; 
drew up a ſhort Reply to it, with ſuch 
Spirit and Addreſs as entirely enervated | i ji 
Ks Force. The States had alledged, that 
by = grand Alliance- both Powers had | 
—_ 1 
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Lord Viſcount BOLINGBRORE. 20) 
engaged to exert their utmoſt e 
that, therefore, they had fully complied 
with their Engagements in doing all that 
they could. They enlarged on the great 
Bluperiority of Britain, in Point of Wealth 
3B and Power, which made it reaſonable for 
ber to out-do her Allies. They diſputed 
the Truth, or rather the Method of ſome 
e Calculations, inſiſting that the Ships they 
employed in the North Sea, ought to be 
cConſidered as a Part of their Quota, They 
aſſerted, that Great- Britain had often. ex- 
ceeded, more eſpecially in the Mediter- 
ranean Service, in the Courſe of a Cam- 

£ | paign, the Proportions ſettled at the Be- 
ginning of the Campaign; but that this 
27 ought to throw no Blame upon them, if 
iS | their Quota: was agreeable- to the. original 
Stipulation; and -they inſiſted, that the 
Revenue ariſing, from the Country in which 
their Barrier lay, was very much below 
15 What it had been repreſented. The Secre- 
tary extracted, from this Anſwer, ſuch 
Prineiples as fell in with thoſe of the Ne- 
| preſentation, as it is vifible many of them 
40, and concluded from thence; that if their 
_ High 
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High Mightineſſes had acted with great 
Prudence and Frugality during the Courfe 


ef the War, it was high Time for Great. 


Britain to imitate their Conduct at the E 
Cloſe of it; and dwelt very ſtrongly upon 
their pathetic Remarks, as to the Weight 4% 


of that Burthen which they had ſuſtained, 


Maritime Powers, upon whom the whole 


getting out of it as ſoon as they could, by a 
ſafe an advan tageous Peace. 


Tunis may ſerve as a Specimen of the 
Secretary's Conduct, upon whom at this 
Juncture the great Weight of Buſineſs 
lay; and though it is generally ſaid, and 
which is more, as generally acknowledged, 
that even at this Time he gave a great 
Looſe to his Pleafures, and availed himſelf 
very little of thoſe Helps to Buſineſs that 
ariſe from Method ; yet his very Enemies 
even then allowed, and Events will ever 
prove the Truth of it to Poſterity, that he 
managed with great Dexterity, and execut- 
ed the ſeveral high Employments, in which 

he 


inferring that it was high Time for the 1 


Expence of the War now lay, to think of 
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be then acted, with ſingular Facility and 
capacity As a Stateſman and a Miniſter, 


he had prodigious Difficulties to ſtruggle 
1e | wh Moſt of the foreign Courts we had 


IN J 3 nd Tranſactions with, and of Conſe- 
he quence, their Miniſters, were continually © 

lo; 1 prying into, and taking Exceptions to his 
je Meaſures, and that with a certain Fierce- 

le gneſs, which ſometimes drove him to Ex- 
r tremities. The Buſineſs of Count Gallas, | 
+ Us Imperial Miniſter, who printed, with 


Wl Ceremony, whatever * were com- 


7 2 1 elſe, made a great Neil, and be 

was at length forbid the Court. The 
1 Hanoverian Miniſter, Baron Bothmar s Me- 
728 mortal made ſtill more Noiſe, and put the 


d, be. 

a» i Secretary under yet greater Inconveniences. 
Ir The Letter from the States- General to the 
ae Queen, in Support of their Anſwer to the 


2 eren of the Houſe of Commons, 


es ; 16 
5 out did both theſe, and was likewiſe pub- 


Wh ſiſhed from the Preſs. With all thefe Em. 
. the Weight of a moſt i intri- k 
ate and important Negotiation lay upon 

3 his 
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his Shoulders, and while his whole Time 
might have been taken up in repelling theſe 
Attacks upon his Conduct at home, he 
was obliged to furniſh Inſtructions for the 
Queen's Miniſters abroad, who could, and 
who would do nothing, but in Purſuance of 
- his Directions. As an Orator in the Senate 
he exerted every different Kind of Elo. 
quence 3 he ſtated all the great Points that 
were brought before the Houſe; he per- 
ſuaded, he illuſtrated, he ſupported the 
Reſolutions that were taken upon them; 
he anſwered Objections that were made, 
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and maintained by the acuteſt Men in the 
Kingdom, and who, to their great Abili- : 


ties in ſpeaking, joined a perfect Acquaint- 
ance with Buſineſs, which affords an al- 
moſt inexpreſſible Weight to an Oppoſition. 
As a Courtier too, he had many, and very 
nice Affairs upon his Hands, and was o- 
bliged to enter into, and manage private 
Intrigues of a very nice and delicate Nature, 
in the Midſt of his Application to public 
Buſineſs. So' that if you take into your 
View the whole Circle of Concerns that 
occupied his Thoughts at this Juncture, 
and 
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Lord Viſcount BOLINGBROKE. 217 
and remember at the ſame Time that he 


was not without his Foibles and his Vices, 
you cannot but conceive of him a very 


high and extraordinary Opinion; and in- 
ſtead of being ſurprized at thoſe Irregulari- 
ties and Eccentricities that upon a very cri- 
EF tical Enquiry were diſcovered in his Con- 
duct, you will rather ſtand amazed at the 
1 Succeſs which attended his endeavours, 
and that in Spite of the Imperfections, 
which even his Friends muſt acknowledge 
in his Character, he was able to do what 
9 he did, and to ſupport himſelf and his 
Party againſt ſuch a Spirit of oppoſing, 
ſuch a Weight of Influence, and ſuch a 
Torrent of Abuſe as at this Juncture both 
1 they and he ſuſtained. He was, if you 
XZ pleaſe, a Leader of Faction, but he was a 
very able Leader; he was a Man of Plea- 
ſure and Indiſcretion, but he was, not- 
x withſtanding, a Man of vaſt Abilities z he 
was, in ſhort, after all that the ſevereſt 
Critics could ſuggeſt, and after all that 
Envy and Malice could invent, a very ex- 
traordinary Genius, whom while we blame, 


ue muſt admire, and whom, if any Reſpect 
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his Shoulders, and while his whole Time 
might have been taken up in repelling theſe 
Attacks upon his Conduct at home, he 
was obliged to furniſh Inſtructions for the 
Queen's Miniſters abroad, who could, and 
who would do nothing, but in Purſuance of 
his Directions. As an Orator in the Senate 
he exerted every different Kind of Elo- 
quence 3. he ſtated all the great Points that 
were brought before the Houſe ; he per- 
ſuaded, he illuſtrated, he ſupported tlie 
Reſolutions that were taken upon them; 
he anſwered Objections that were made, 
and maintained by the acuteſt Men in the 
Kingdom, and who, to their great Abili- | 

ties in ſpeaking, joined a perfect Acquaint- 
ance with Buſineſs, which affords an al- 
moſt inexpreſſible Weight to an Oppoſition. 
As a Courtier too, he had many, and very 
nice Affairs upon his Hands, and was o- 
bliged to enter into, and manage private 
Intrigues of a very nice and delicate Nature, 
in the Midſt of his Application to public 
Buſineſs. So' that if you take into your 
View the whole Circle of Concerns that 
occupied his Thoughts at this Juncture, 
| and 
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was not without his Foibles/and his Vices, 
you cannot but conceive of him a very 


high and extraordinary Opinion; and in- 
ſtead of being ſurprized at thoſe Irregulari- 
ties and Eccentricities that upon a very cr 
tical Enquiry were diſcovered in his Con- 

duct, you will rather ſtand amazed at the 
Succeſs which attended his endeavours, 
and that in Spite of the Imperfections, 
which even bis Friends muſt acknowledge 
in his Character, he was able to do what 
he did, and to ſupport himſelf and his 
Party againſt ſuch a Spirit of oppoſing, 
ſuch a Weight of Influence, and ſuch a 
Torrent of Abuſe as at this Juncture both 
they and he ſuſtained, He was, if you 
pleaſe, a Leader of Faction, but he was a 

very able Leader; he was a Man of Plea- 
ſure and Indiſcretion, but. he was, not- 
withſtanding, a Man of vaſt Abilities z he 
was, in ſhort, after all that the ſevereſt 
Critics could ſuggeſt, and after all that 
Envy and Malice could invent, a very ex- 
traordinary Genius, whom while we blame, 
we mult admire, and whom, if any Reſpe& 


— P” 3 * u 3 9 
+ . 4 1 5 3 n * +Y "+ +» 2 
6 : 1 * 4 * . 
- _ * | 
7 1 0 o w 5 
- - - 
— = * * * 
> 4 . * ry ” * l 1 , — 2 9 4 
= . ö 1 Y . * 0 - = < 
a q bl & 
x 1 
1 
- 
4 
3 


2 N 
Dr 
J EE 77 * PROT? b * y 
= * yo ” " 
. £7 % - 1 


"'S * 


212 Nees ot * Live, &. of 
be due to Parts, to Application, or to the 

Power of atchieving great Things by Dine 
of them, we muſt commend. 


Tun Parliament being prorogued i in \ the 


Beginning of Juh, it was ſoon after known 
that her Majeſty had been graciouſly pleaſed 
to fign a Warrant for a Patent's paſſing the 
Great Seal to create Mr. St. Fobn a Peer. 
This Honour it ſeems had been intended 
him before, but his Preſence being fo neceſ- 
fary in the Houſe of Commons, the Lord 
Treaſurer prevailed on him to remain 
there during that Seſſion, upon a Promiſe 
that his Rank ſhould be preſerved to him. 
Accordingly he was by Letters Patent, un. 
der the Great Seal, created Viſcount Baling- 
Broke, and Baron St. Jobn of Lidyard Tre- 


goze, with Remainder, in Caſe he died 


without Iſſue Male, to his Father, Sir Henry 
St. Jobn, Barcnet, and his Heirs Male, 
You will obſerve, that I have before men- 
tioned to you, that Paulet. St. Fobn, Earl 
of Bolingbroke, deceaſed in the Month of 
October preceding this Creation, by which 
the Earldom became extinct, though the 

Barony 
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1570 Viſcount BOLINGBKOKE. 21 13 
Barony of Bletſoe did not. It is not alto- 
gether improbable, that conſidering the 
great Services he had done, and the great 
Clamours to which he had been expoſed, 
Mr. Secretary St. Jobn expected that the 
old Title ſhould have been revived in his 
Favour ; at leaft, it is certain, that he was 
not entirely ſatisfied with his new Honour, 
which gave the Lord Treaſurer, and the 
reſt of the Miniſtry, no. ſmall Uneaſineſs 
the Conſequences of which, as ſoon as 1 
have a litte Leiſure, ſhall be the n of 
another Letter, 
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Ut enim neceſſe eft Labs in Libra, ponderibus 
ho FR "I fic Animum perſpicuis cedere, 


p Be Scope if theſe Letters does not require 
Strikineſß and a regular Method, farther * 
. than is neceſſary to Connection and Perſpi. | 
cuity. The Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke's 
'- Fourmeyto Paris; the Reaſonwſuggeſted by 
the Whigs, and by Lord Oxford, compared 
with what appears on this Head from the 
Queen's Inſtructions. The procuring Sicily 
for the Houſe of Savoy; a Meaſure of a 
public Nature, and for the common Bene- 
fit of Europe, which was the Reaſon her 
Majeſty recommended it ſo warmly in theſe 
Inſtructions. Upen what Motives the 
Queen would have conſented that the Iſland 
- of Sardinia ſhould have been given to 
_ the Elector of Bavaria: But though very 
_ attentive to the general Intereſt, ſhe was 
very cautious of entering on every trifling 
- Ofcaſton into Guaranties, which. muſt | 
put 


|; R Fw 
c 
>" ho * „ 
+ 1 o "1 . - * 
. * 


. — 1 p 
* N 
* * 
oy ” * * - * . . 
— * = x he * # = — q 
r 9 1 
n . 4 * - 


* Viſcount BOLINGBRORE. 213 
put ber People to freſh Trouble and Ex: 

| pence. There is as little Probability as 
| ; Evidence, that he hold any Correſpondence 
| with the Court of St. Germains, as has 
been fince reported, during his Stay- at 
Paris. Methods practi ſed by the Oppoſition 
10 render the Peace ſuſpetted, and the 
Miniſtry odious, while it was negotiating. 
Particular Inſtances thereof, in regard to 
this Commiſſion of his Lordſbip s. Sup- 
paſing this fair during the Struggles of 
Parties, great Care ſhould be taken to pre- 
vent theſe temporary Invaſions of Truth 
from deceiving Poſterity, and - corrupting 
Hiſtory. The more neceſſary, becauſe if 
. this Care be not taken, and taken in Time, 
it will certainly have this Effect, and en- 
gage the World hereafter to conſider as 
Cauſes and Effets things utterly uncon- 
nefted. Without removing theſe Notions, 
| © - there is no coming at the important Queſti- 
on, what political Fudgment ought to be 
formed of the Treaty of Utrecht? This, 
notwithſtanding all that has been ſaid and 
written, is a Subject far from being ex- 
Hauſted. * hat are the proper Points to 
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216 Mons of the Lies, Sc. of. 
bie regarded in this Inquiry. The previous 
Odjection, that the Britiſh Minifters flood * 
«precluded by the grand Alliance from re- 
ctiving any Propaſitions from France. An- 


_. ſewers given to this Objection upon the ſame 


Principles on which it is founded. Other 
 » Motives which might induce the Miniſtry 

1 go into this Negotiation. A View of the 

_ moſt exceptionable Circumſtances attending 
it. What may be offered in Vindication of 
the Negotiators. . The Syſtem of the Treaty 
_ of Utrecht for the Security and Tranguil- 
ty of Europe. Satisfaction ftipulated for 
_ the Houſe of Auſtria, Care taken of the 
Dutch, and of the reſt of the Allies. Bene- 
fits ſtipulated for Great: Bettain in Europe 
and in America, Ii is probable that more 
might have been obtained; but this Pro- 
bability does not in the leaſt diminiſh the 
Value of what was obtained, What the 
_  Earlof Oxford promiſed for this Treaty, 
accompliſhed in two remarkable Inſtances. 
Conſequences of later Treaties have ſhewn, 

that the wiſeſt Men may be miſtaken, and 
conſequently ought to teach them ſome Tem- 
per, in Regard to other People's Miſtakes. 
| But 
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Bu thotgh the Plan of abe Trearyef U- 
trecht maybe defended, Irregularitiesin#he 

1: Negotiations might be liable to Coenſuri lo 
which, from the firifteft Inquiry, they 
were i ſeverely. expoſed. After bis Long 
big Return, and the Proclamation-of the 
Peace, ibe Diſputes with the Treaſury 
: become public. What was the real Plan 
N . Lord Oxford"s Adminiſtration, and why 
it was diſapproved by the October Club. 
"The Reaſons why bis Scheme failed, and 
_ *xoby he was ſo heartily hated by both Fadi 
ons. Arthur Manwaring; Eq; and Sir 
Richard Steele, acknowledged" them ſoluos 

- miſtaken, as to his Character. Steps 

taten to remove the Treaſurer, bo pru- 
tracts bis Fall for ſome Time. Falls at last, "YN 
and the whole Syſtem with bim. Miſtbi s 
ang from that Faftion which ppoſed | 
= him. Miſchiefs occafioned zy thoſe who 2M 
, ſupplanted bim. The Cataſtrophe of” bie 0 

1 ge 9 0 * rie at og”; LES, 


"ul. 
3 — 


'9 
d A I propoſe chiefly two Things in 
- theſe Letters ; firſt, to give you, as 


. | far as I am able, a clear and impartial View 
t | L of. 
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of this great Man's political Conduct, 
While a Miniſter ; and, ſecondly, to place 
in che fulleſt Light, that I can, thoſe Points 
5 that have been either obſcured or miſrepre- 
fented by Parties; I do not think "myſelf | 
abliged to follow that exact and regular Me- 
thod, which either an Hiſtorian or a Me- 
moir· Writer would purſue, in order to 
merit the Attention and Approbation of the 
Public. Such a one would think bimſelf 
bound to obſerve great Meaſures, in reſpect 
to popular Opinion, and it would be Diſ- 
.cretion in him to think ſo; but I venture 
to take greater Freedoms, and endeavour 
to point out to vou Truth, where, or on 
which Side ſoever it lies. It is for this | 
Reaſon alſo that I.confine myſelf to a few | 
capital Tranſactions, and leave you to con- 
nect theſe with the Series of leſs ſtriking 
Events from the printed Hiſtories of thoſe 
Times, which I know you have in your 


Hands, and in peruſing of Which, it is im- 
poſſible you ſhould not find many Things | 


very obſcure. 4199377 *It T0 Ls © 
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Paw Arete: 219 
in Weg eonſiſtadt with this Plan, is 
his Lordſhip's Journey to France. Biſhop 
Burnet,” and moſt other Writers, even the 
Report of the Secret Committee, conſider 
this as an Affair of great Importance, for 
Which it is ſaid, that he had the Queen's 
fecret Inſtrudtions, and that the whole great 
Work of the Peace was left in his Hands. 
The Lord Treaſurer Oxford had quite an- 
other Opinion of it and him. There 
happened, ſays he, an Opportunity of Jy 
% ſending, him to France, of which there 
was not much Occaſion; but it was 
i hoped that this would have Put him into 
40 good Humour: And ſo it did.“ In 4 
order to be clear in this Point, you need 
only conſult the Queen's Inſtructions, dated 
at Mindſor, on the laſt of July, 1712, 
where you will find, that he was fully au- 
thorized to ſettle every Thing neceſſary to 
remove the Obſtructions to a general Suſ- 
penſion of Arms, and alſo to concert with 
the Miniſters of Lewis XIV. the moſt pro- 
per Means for preventing ſuch Differences 
as could ibe foreſeen, and to put the Treaty 
in of Peace into ſuch a Courſe as might bring 
L : 2 It 
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it to a happy and ſpeedy Concluſion: It 


Was particularly recommended to him, to 


take the greateſt Care poſſible of the Affairs 
of the Duke of Savey; to ſupport his Pre- 
tenſions to ſuch a Barrier, as that Prince 
himſelf ſhould think neceſſary; to provide 
for the contingent: Settlement of his Suc- 
ceſſion to the Crown of Spain and the 
Indies, in the Terms ſuggeſted in the Me- 
morial of his Miniſter, the Count Maffei; 


and to be very preciſe as to the Ceſſion of 
the Iſland of bicily. To which, however, 
there is added a Caution that deſerves your 


particular Regard. And whereas, ſay 


s theſe Inſtructions, it has been ſurmiſed, 


<& that his Royal Highneſs might think of 


4 exchanging, Sicily for ſome other Terri- 


« tories contiguous to his own, which 
& would by no Means be agreeable to our 


4 Deſigy, or to the Intereſis of our King. 


e doms; you may, therefore, conſent to an 
* Article to prevent the Exchange or Alie- 
& nation of this Kingdom from the Houſe 


« of Savoy.” This plainly ſhews, that the 
- procuring: this Iſland for that Prince, was 


not a mere Act of Affection in the Queen 
towards 


a 8 a 
p c b . „ „ 9 
1 * — P " 4 * DEV + 4. 2 * Fey me FT" 


* . 
" x. P N N ä 
- 3 * > I's} 88 \ by v . * * n 6 
N | | TAO 
Go 2 * 5 


Lora Vous BOLINGBRORE. 2 


towards a near Relation, or a Miniſterial 
Artifice to attach that wiſe and brave Prince 
to the Queen's Party, but a great political 
Meaſure in which the Balance of Power, 
and the general Tranquility of Europe, was 
principally conſidered, and at the ſame 
Time, a proper Attention had to the Com- 
mercial Intereſts of this ee 2 
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Tus His" Thing © appears ſtill mare 
| clearly from another Point in theſe Tnftruc- 
tions, in which Lord Bolingbroke is per- 
mitted, on the Part of the Queen, to con- 
ſent, that the Iſland of Sardinia, in caſe 
other Powers came into it, ſhould be rield- | 
ed to the elector of Baparia. The Queen 
and her "Miniſters were convinced, that 
erecting theſe Illands into ſeparate Sove- 
reignties, would be attended with many 
ad vantageous Conſequences, would make 
their reſpective Inhabitants infinĩtely more 
eaſy and happy, encourage Induſtry, Arts 
and Sciences amongſt them, promote and 
extend the Commerce of the Mediterra- 
nean, and gradually eftabliſh Maritime 
W whoſe Intereſt could never coin- 
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of Auſtria or Bourbon, and who, there - 
fore, as they owed their Erection, muſt 
continually depend, for their Support abd 
Preſexvation, upon Great- Britain and Hol. 
land; and though we can only gueſs now 
at what effects this would have had, yet 
we may certainly determine, that thoſe 
who formed theſe Projects had the Freedom 


of Europe at Heart, and very, juſt notions 


of the true [ntereſt of their. native Coun- 


try. To which, as it was their native 


Country, they þ per une mae 
5 s 


4 1 4 ! 
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Tunz is yet becher "CARERS, in thoſe 


91 to which from the Motive 


laſt mentioned to you, and there cannot be 
one more important, it may not be amiſs if 
you direct your Eye. The Words are, Ia 
wy treating of the ſeveral Matters intruſted 
ce to your Management, you are to have 


| $© eſpecial Care to avoid entangling us in 


any new Engagements; and for that Pur- 
«© poſe, you are to ſay and to repeat, that 
« we ſhall willingly enter into the common 
an > 4 ä „ Cua- 
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« Guaranty for ſupporting that Settlement 
Sof Europe, which mall be eſtablifhed by 
the general Peace, but that we will not 
* be tied down to- any Stipulati ion which 


« may. oblige us to make Mar, and eſÞieci- 


«ally with our Off Allies, in order to pro- 


cure this Settlement. The Nature of 
their Contents, and the Circumſtances of 
T hings at-that Time, rendered it * requiits 
and neceſſury that theſe Inſtructions ſhould 


be fecren but 1 perſuade myſelf, when 
you have peruſed them, you will: not find 


any Thing in them unworthy | of being 
| e into the Nr * 


Tur Viſcouns Bolingbroke Gan. on Acht 
Sth of Auguſt following, the Convention 


for a Ceſſation of Hoſtilities, agreeable to 


theſe Inſtructions, and executed them in 
other Reſpects as far as lay in his Power. 
But as to the Stories you may have -htarg, 
ſome of which are alſo in print, that he con- 
verſed with the Perſon then ſtiled the Cheva- 
lier, that he ſat in the next Box to him at the 
Opera, and that he was indiſcreet and for- 


ward 1 in 1 his Applications to him, are as im- 
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probable as they are groundleſs; and were 
not publiſned, perhaps, were not invented, 
till many Years afterwards, For at the 
Time of this Tranſaction, it was very well 
known, that as Prudence and Policy requir- 
ed, this Perſon retired from Paris, and was 
not ſeen publickly any where, to prevent 
yntoward Accidents, or malicious Miſre- 
Preſentations, To ſuch a degree was this 
Fact then notorious, that thoſe who diſliked 
the Viſcount's Journey to France, and his 
Buſineſs there, and were very willing to 
give the World an ill impreſſion of both; 
falked in quite another Strain, comparing 
this Retreat of the Chevalier with the com- 
pelling Charles II. to quit Paris upon the 


coming thither of Cromwel!'s Miniſter, Lock- 


bart; and yet ſaid thoſe who made this 
Compariſon, which I will undertake to 
ſhew you whenever you are inclined to fee 
it, this very Mr. Lockhart lived afterwards 
to walk frequently in the Mall, between 
that King and his Brother, the Duke of 
Tork. Thus the higheſt Prudence may be 
undermined by Spleen; and, therefore, 
you may be ſure, had any Caution been, 
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at this Juncture, wanting, we ſhould | 
1 heard of it ſooner, and with greater 
Ke 1 Login fo rag bd 


— 


"War Le we are upon this Subject, it 4 
will, at "leaſt, ſerve to divert, if not to 
inform you, if 1 mention a very ſingular 
and dexterous Piece of Management in 
thoſe who bad been lately driven out of 
Power, and were now labouring,! with all 
their might, to hoiſt thoſe out of their 
Places, who had chen, by a lucky RW 
4 Management, found a W 4 to get 

This was by coining Articles of fa-. 
ha News, and | publiſhing them in the 
public Papers as authentic Pieces of. In- 
telligence, that were really come from 
the Places whence they were dated. As 
for Inſtance, A little before Lord Boling-. 4 
bats Journey, the following Extra | '} 
of a private Letter Was Publiſhed in the 4 
e 2 ee eee we 
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224 Minos of the Lirr, c of 
probable as they are groundleſs; and were 
not publiſhed, perhaps, were not invented, 
till many Years afterwards, For at the 
Time of this Tranſaction, it was very well 
known, that as Prudence and Policy requir- 
ed, this Perſon retired from Paris, and was 
not ſeen publickly any where, to prevent 
untoward Accidents, or malicious Miſre- 
preſentations. To ſuch a degree was this 
Fact then notorious, that thoſe who diſliked 
the Viſcount's Journey to France, and his 
Buſineſs there, and were very willing to 
give the World an ill impreſſion of both; 
talked in quite another Strain, comparing 
this Retreat of the Chevalier with the com- 
pelling Charles II. to quit Paris upon the 
coming thither of Cromwe!l!'s Miniſter, Loc x- 
bart; and yet ſaid thoſe who made this 
Compariſon, which I will undertake to 
ſhew you whenever you are inclined to fee 
it, this very Mr. Lockhart lived afterwards 
to walk frequently in the Mall, between 
that King and his Brother, the Duke of 
York. Thus the higheſt Prudence may be 
- undermined by Spleen ; and, therefore, 
you may be ſure, had any Caution been, 
5 A 
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| TierdNiſcountBOLINGBRORE. 225 
at this Juncture, wanting, we ſhould 
have heard of it ane and with greater 
Cer ke * 2 11 f i 


"War! Le we are upon this Subject, i 
will, at leaſt, ferve to divert, if not to 
inform you, if 1 mention, a very ſingular 
and dexterous Piece of Management in 
thoſe Who had been lately driven out ; of. 5 
Power, and were now labouring g/ with al 
their might, to hoift thoſe out of their 
Places, who had then, by a lucky 77 5 
4 Management, found a Way to get 

This was by coining Articles of fa-. 3 
hat News, and publiſhing t them in the: _ 
public Papers as authentic Pieces of. In- 1 
telligence, that were really come from 
the Places whence they were dated. As 
for Inſtance, a little before Lord Boling-. 
broke*s. Journey, the following Extract 
of a private Letter was publiſhed in the 
Flying” Poſt, © and did” wonderful Execu- 
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| HE Chevalier de St. Cole "is 
1 at Cbaillot, where he is to be re- 

« tired ſome Jays, and lay aſide the Title 

i of King. is not yet ſaid what other | 

4 Title he will take; . though it is not | 

. doubted but it will be that of Prince of | 
4 41 Wales, and that all this! is, done in Con- 
. © cert, becauſe i it would not be convenient 
2 for him to go to England with the Title 
« of King, but with that of the pFe/ump- 
1 40 rive Heir, &. by is not nown, whi- 
(ther he 1 is to gof from hence at firſt, but 
| « only, that.. he 1 is to ſet out as. 2 fog | n 9 as the 
£ 3 Peace Thall be declared,” n 
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Wiz bis Lordthip. was ay in 
"ance, and carrying on a Negotiation 
there, the Inſtructions beforemen- 
: 3 ke Fah public had another ſhrewd Hint, 


toned, 
conveyed through the ſame Canal, and 
dated from the ſame Place. I ſhall give 
you the Trouble of reading that too, which 
was thus expreſſed. 


Paris, 
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„ VF. the Allies eue © general | 
. 66 {Peace within four Months, g Peace 
ill be concluded betwixt Hanse and 
% Erbat- Britain, excluſive of them. The 
* French, flatter themſelves, that Graat- 
Britain will join with them to force the 
&« Allies to a Peace, and that the 
& is to be eee a. A in 
*-the gorereiguty. rez. 


W will be enter into che Diſcumon, 
much leſs i into the Deciſion of ſo Knotty a 
Queſtion, 28 whether theſe Arafices Foe 


juſtifiable or not; for I will own.to you. in- 
genuouſly, that I believe thoſe who threw / 

out theſe N Par, agraphs, hag. been | 

| provoked. by 5 15 a Mile 1 11 f 

the Secretar a "His aper as well as they, 
SH me 0 well how Aer it; * 1 
ſuch Strokes of ftitious ltelligente did 
the Buſineſs at the TI ime, and gave ſuch as 
had an Inclination, or Opportyrity « of a- 
buſing Lord Bolingbroke, as covering trea- 
ſonable Practices under ts Miniſterial. Cha- 


rafter, 
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228: Manoiks of the urs, &. of) 7 
racter, that ſurely was full enough, and it 
can never be reckoned fair at the Diſtance 
of many Tears, and when ſuch a Thing 
is Worn in a Manner out of Memory, to 
convert the fatirical Strokes of à Party 
News Paper into Memoirs of thoſe Times, 
or introduce feigned Articles, becauſe they 
were then publiſhed, as Documents ſuffi: 
cient to ſupport falſe Hiſtory, This would 
be putting out the Eyes of Paſterity, and 
proſeribing Truth longer than is at all necef: ; 
"om e the Views yo Party. 7115 


Tu is the more Reaſon to make you 
| perfedtl Maſter of theſe Facts, becauſe it 


was the great Endeavour of many at that 
Time, and the ſame Deſign from Motives 


that may be eaſily diſcerned, has been in- 
duſtriouſly proſecuted ever ſince, to con- 
found the Negotiations, previous to the 
Treaty of Utrecht, with the Practices that 
ſome few of the Queen's 8 Miniſtry fell into 
after they were proſecuted as well as diſ- 
graced. That by blending theſe Things to- 
gether, the making that Peace may be un- 
derſtood to be no more than a principal 
—_— Branch 


— 


Branch of the great Syſtem fot changing 
che eſtabliſhed Conſtitution. If this had 
been really fo, ĩt would be juſt and tight to 
ſet it out in theſe Colours. But if it had 


wanting through ſo long a Courſe of Time. 


been ſoy Prooſs eould never have been 


The Adminiſtration, who made the Peace; i 


quickly broke to Pieces, and when they 
fell out amongſt themſelves, told all of 
each other that they could tell. After 
this, their Conduct was ſifted by ohe f 

the ſevereſt Enquiries, to which in this 
Country Miniſters were ever expoſed. IB 
Conſequence of this, that Deſpair with 
which fome of them were poſſeſſed, threw: 


them actually into the Practices, with Whicb 


they had been formerly charged. Vet ſoi t 


is, that through the Courſe of this vaſf 
Variety of Events, there never appeared: | 
* will not ſay, any direct or convineing, 43 
but ſo much as any probable. Proofs' of 
the Truth of that Charge at che Time it 
was brought. This was honourably - as 
well as honeſtly acknowledged, at the very 
Time ſome of theſe Miniſters were im. 
1 by Men of the greateſt Probity, 
amongſt 


230 Merke f Bases bs "of | 
— — oppoſite 83 It 
was conſtantly aſfirmed by the noble Per- 
ſon of whom I am ſpeaking, in ſeveral oc- 
. eafionali'Pleces, chat he publiſhed, and no 
Teſtimonies were ever brought to diſprove 
-what he alledged. Indeed the Thing itſeif 
wich which they were charged, if coolly 
cConſidered, is alrogether incredible; they 
had enough to do to make the Peace; che 
nsoeſſary Negotiations for that Purpoſe 
were encunibered with a Multitude of 
troubleſome Circumſtances, and it muſt 
have. been æ Species of Madneſs in them, 
to dip at this Juncture into ſuch Intrigues, 
which at the fame Time were utterly in- 
conſiſtent with the Nature of the Treaty 
they made, and with their own Views and 
\Intereft in making it, if Facts are allowed 
a e F Suramiſes, ' 
(RMINLYAOD: 7 5, 
5 Tax Uſe 1 83 of hs Deduc. 
tion is, to engage you to throw all Notions 
of this Sort out of the Queſtion, that you 
may be able without Paſſion or Prejudice, 
t canvaſs the Freaty of! Utrecht, and ſee 
: - + gag it was conſiſt ent with the Views of 
a the 
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the grand Alliance, wick the rest and ra. 
tional Intereſts of the contracting Purties, 
and with the true and juſt Claims what 
_Great-Britaits had, to aui herſelf of thnjt 

immenſe Expence of Blood and Ticaſure 

which the War bad coſt, in order to ſe- 

ö cure the : 'pteſecit Eſtabliſnmeft, and her 

7 -Liberties: at home, and ſuch 4 Degree of 

Weight and Influence abroad as might eri 

. dle her to hold the Balance in Time to come, 

f and prevent the general Tranquility from 

- being; diſturbed, or at leaſt, che common 

8 Security of Europe from ſuffering through -* 

, the intemperate, and 3 . _ | 

4 Gon wore Whatever. N wu „ 

r e ene at Dag 1285 7 
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Fon 8 all that has been, after al chat 
can be either ſkid or wrote, theſe, and theſe 
only, at this Time of the Day moreeſpecially, | 
are the Points 6 Worthy of wiſe Mens: Con. 
* 1 retro The Mite 's of that Fr ea 41 
are moſt; of them 2643 and gone, "us 5 

alſo are moſt of their 1 — 9 But we 
find the Effects of the Treaty of Uzrecht y 
remain, and That it has been, and. muſt be 


the Baſis of future Treaties, It is, there- 


* fore, 
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age Muworts of the Limp; &. off 
fore, extremely worth While to examine 
it attentively, to ſee what were its real 
Flaws and Defects, and from whence they 
atoſe. What Advantages, if any, have 
ſprung from it, how they have been, or 
how they might have been improved, and 
whether upon the Whole, the Miſchiefs and 
Misfortunes that have ſince happened, have 
been in Reality produced from the Miſtakes 
in this, Treaty, or whether they have not 
rather ariſen from throwing odious and un- 
was, made; and preferring. a few ſpecious 
Phraſes and popular Opinions, taken up 
originally to ſerve private Purpoſes, to = 
ſenſible and ſolid Maxims which true Po- 
licy dictates, and. by adhering, to which 
only, the Liberties or Europe can be ren- 
dered ſafe, and the Subjects of t theſe King: 
doms gteat and happy. The former Paine 
which are likewiſe the Means of coming 
at the latter, I ſhall make it my Buſineſs to 
explain, and without the leaſt Dread. of 
your going wrong, leave the reſt to your 
own Penetration and Diligence, which can 
never be better employed, than in the 
. eee 
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Search of ſueh Truths as regard the In⸗ ; 
tereſts of your Country. Some Studies 
may render you wiſer, and ſome better, 
but this alone can render you what 1 
could wiſfh to ſee you, that is, uſeſul to 
this Nation; and for Want of this Study? 
J have ſeen great and n Men miſerably” 
mien an 5:0 nn 
Brronr we can pepe be Tet cn ih 
Enquiry, we have propoſed, there WY" . 
great Stumbling-Block in our Way, wich 
muſt. be removed. It is faid, that the very. 
entering into a Treaty with the Crown of. 
France, being contrary to the eighth Article 
of the grand Alliance, was a Breach'of pub. | 
lic Faith ; that refolving to treat without | 
a previous Stipulation, that Spain and he” 
Indies ſhould not be left to the Houſe of 
Bourbon, was contrary to a Vote of one of 
the Houſes of Parliament; and that after 
the great and glorious Succeſſes of the War, 
derived chiefly from the Unanimity of 
the Allies, it reflected indelible Infamy 
upon the Britiſb Nation to deſert this Al 
lance, and conclude a Ceſſation of Arms 


with 


* 


| 234 1 4 
with eee 2 eie the Avcogs 


their common Benefit in reducing; her ex- 
orbitant Power, and for compelling her to 
do Juſtice, particularly to each of theſe 


tation of a general, Peace. -I-chink I have 


ſtated, this as fully and as clearly as it is 


poſſible ; and in like; Manner I ſball offer to 


your View, what has been ane, the 


r * n SY 


of. 


Taz 8 genuine, ad indubitable 
Senſe of the grand Alliance was, that the 


contracting Parties ſhould employ their 


joint and united Forces againſt France, for 


contracting Parties; and for the Accom- 


Pliſhment of this great End, it was held 
requiſite and neceſſary, that none of the 
- contracting. Powers ſhould treat ſeparately. 


or privately with France for her own Bene- 


| fit, without the Participation of the other 
7 contracting Parties, or without Reſpect had 


to their Claims and Intereſts. But it did 


not follow from thence, that any of theſe 


Powers might not receive Propoſitions of 
Peace from France, if thoſe Propoſitions 
regarded t the whol Alliance, and were com- 

municated 
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mynicared. to the Allies ; for. 9 
is not eaſy to conceive ham any Peace was 
ever to be made. . That: this Was the 3831 
Scnle of the Article, and "4 underſtood by 
the contracting Parties appeared from the 
Negotiation that had been managed ſome 
Years before by the Dutch, and by certain 
Propoſitions which befof e that had been 
4s by the Duke, of Marlborough 40 the 
ector of Bavaria, neither of hic had 
been ever conſidered as Breaches ef this 
Article; and therefore Propoſuions 1 made 
by France to Great. Britain, When com- | 
municated as they were to the Allies, 25 
be conſidered in the ſame Light. | 
Vote, with reſpe& to Spain ang the 5 | 
could only be conſidered as the Senſe of 
one Houſe of Parliament at the Time it was 
Faſſed, and could not operate at all upon 
the grand Alliance, which was evidently 
; grounded upon the contrary Principle, and 
required only, that the Houſe of Luftria 
ſhould have a reaſonable Satisfoftion. for | 
their Claim to the Spaniſh Succeſſion, that 
the Crowns of France and Spain, ſhould 


never be united, and that the former i ſhould 
* "IR f1 ' * a 41 & 
be 
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"Wi Men of the Lr; chf 
be excluded from having any Thing 5 do 
with the *Spaniſo Meß. Indies. It as 
that the States of Holland had com 
Reſolution of the ſame Rind, but this 001 
de no more binding than the other, for the 
fame Reaſons. Beſides it was ſuggeſted, 
chat the States did not come into that ſpon- 
taneouſly, but for the Sake of obtaining 
the Barrier Treaty, which the Duke of 
Marlborough, who was one of the Plenipo- 
tentiaries, would never ſign. It was farther 
aſſerted, that the original Proportions for 
carrying on the War had been gradually 
changed, till at length a very unequal 
Weight was laid 1 upon Great- Britain, which 
it Was not only unreaſonable, but impoſſi- 


ble that ſhe ſhould bear. This indeed was 


denied by the Allies, who alledged, that 
our Wealth and Power juſtified theſe Al- 
terations, and that we were very able to 


go on with the War on. the Foot that it 


then ſtood, and ſeemed to expect it as a 
Matter of Right. But the Houſe of Com- 
mons, who were the proper Judges, at 


leaſt for this Nation, thought otherwiſe, 


and concluded the public Debt, which they 


conſidered 
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conſidered as a Mortgage upon the Lat 


of England, was already become a Weg 
chat, themſelves and their Poſterity ſhould 


find it difficult to diſcharge and Are | 


was increaſed. by carrying on the Wat; it 
would diſable us, whatever future Octaſſoms 
might require, to carry on another. Thoſe 
therefore who argued in this Manner, con- 
cluded, that if Reaſon could perſuade, if In 
tereſt could direct, or if Neceſſity was c 
be avoided, we ought to improve the Suc- 
ceſſes. of the Mar into the Means of pro- 
curing a ſafe and ſpeedy Peaca ; without | 
which, whatever the reſt of the Allies 
might gain, there was nothing clearer or 
more certain than that we tha be; a. 
dune. . . e 8 "6 
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N Es theſe, which! were 1 in An. 
ſack to thoſe; lofty. and high flown Objecti- 
ons, by which, when examined by the ſtritt 
Eye of an'impartial Judge, no more will- 
be found meant, than that this free and 
great Nation was to be rendered reſponſi- 


ble for her Conduct to Foreigners; there 


were various other Motives that, without 
| Having 


* 


— — 


* 


| Perbr 7oſeps; "which Had wrought ſuch an 


of bur Allies, as made it unreaſonable to 
expect that they ſhould concur, to pleaſe us, 
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lxs of th b hog! 

wing Recburſe to Dreams and Suſpicions, 
tight inftigate the Miriſtry to enter into a 
Treaty. The grand Alliance was in ſome 
Meaſure atinihilated by the e great Change 
Shich had been created from the Deciſion 
of Probidence, in diſpoſing of the Em. 


Alteration in the Intereſts of ſome 


In Meaſures contrary to their own Intereſts, 
. to the Spirit of that Alliance. It was 
a Are ther if the War had con- 


— enſues, as every Year would have in- 
creaſed 'the Power of the moneyed In- 
tereſt, depreſſed that of the Land, for 


"whoſe Support, and it was a very ſeaſona- 


ble Support, the Earl of Oxford procured 
the Law: of Qualifications ; without which 
the moneyed Men might have taxed Land, 


and exempted Stock to the End of the 


Chapter. The taking the Lead, as the 
Phraſe now is, was a Point of great Con- 
Tequence, and as we were allowed to con- 
tribute moſt to the War, it ſeemed to be 


Our 


ferences, with the French, Plenipotentiaries 


our 1 elpojialyion wh had, paid 
a Compliment to the Dutch before; us the 
French had declared they would never 
treat ſingly with that State again, and as it 


had been inſinuated that their Deputies had 


taken the Advice of the Penſionary, before 
they reported the Subſtance of their Con- 


to the Miniſters of the Allies. Theſe 
Particulars, taken together, will enable you 
to form a Judgment, how far they ſpoke 


Truth, who aſſerted that the Queen's 
Miniſters had a Right, to treat, and that 
180 a well to make uſe of it. 


Ił is indeed v. very certain, that the pri- 
vate Conferences, ſecret Correſpondencies, 
and great Reſerve of our Miniſters to the 
Allies, were Circumſtances that did not 


wear a very favourable Aſpect, that 2 
Lord Viſcount Bolingbrote s ſhort Journe 


to France, afforded a Colour of Suſpicion, 


that the Convention for a' Ceſſation f 4 


Hoſtilities, and the Duke of 'Ormond's 


ſeparating with che Engliſb Troops from 
the _ 2 Wenn unlooked for, 
$3 bz” VF TL. "vi and 
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8 ene Liee, ve ef 
and diſagreeable Circumſtances, and that 
the whole Management of the pacific Con- 
ferences at Utrecht, till towards the very 
laſt, had an Air that was highly ungraceful; 

dio that we need not at all wonder, more 
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were diſpleaſed with this Negotiation in its 
Progreſs, and, judging entirely from Ap- 
pearances, as indeed how few are there who 
can or will judge from any Thing elſe ? 
Jooked upon the Inſtruments in making of 
this Peace, as s Betrayers of their Connuy: 


Bur then, give me / Tin to add, 
Equity requires you ſhould conſider this 
Peace in another Light. The Foreign 
Miniſters in general ſet themſelves. a- 
gainſt treating; whatever was communi- 
cated to. them in their public Capacities, 


though in its Nature requiring Secrecy, | 


they. cauſed to be printed immediately in 
the News Papers, that they might raiſe a 
general Outery abroad, and excite, if poſſi- 
ble, Tumults at home; which compelled 
the Miniſtry to act as they did, and 73 

the 


eſpecially when we take in the Bias of this 
Nation againſt the Fre#ch, that Multitudes 
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the French Adwantages theyweould” never 
otherwiſe har had. The Metofials they 
preſented; the Letters they procured tothe 
Queen, and the. Remonſtrances againſt 
every Step that was taken, were very ut. 
uſual, and conſequently, in Perſons veſted” 
with a public Character, unjuſtifiable. The 
coming over of Prince Eugene, and the 
making uſe of his great Popularity ve 
very ſtrong Proceeding 3 and in Lord Bo- 
lingbroke's Letters now in your Hands: yo] 
will find ſome other aggravating Circum- 
ſtances, that may very poſſibly induee vu 
to believe, the Miniſters, Who were now 
under a Neceſſity of making a Peace, were | 
alſo, under a Neceſſity of making it in the 
Manner -they . did ; which though I will, 
not take upon me to ſay, was ſufficient” to, 
juſtify them, yet I may be permitted to 
ſuppoſe, that it ought to go a great Way 
in their Excuſe; more eſpecially, H upon 
examining the Contents of this Treaty, it 
ſhall be found the common Concerns of the ' 
Allies were not abandoned, the Balancé tf 
Power overthrown, or any Thing obtained 
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we. were not · fully and fairly entitled: from 
the Share we had taken in the War, more 
eſpecially in Spain, where though we fought 
purely for our Allies, we were in a great 
Meaſure left by them, without any other 
Excuſe, than that they had done all that 
was fit for them to do, and that we, as the 
moſt able and enterprizing, and who had 
declared the Conqueſt of that Country to 
be a Condition fine qua non of Ty —_ 
bm reſt, 992: 


: Ws. may now come to iba ond. 
Point, and enquire how far the great 
Ends propoſed by the War were attained 
by the Peace. To prevent the Union of 
France and Spain, under the ſame Prince, 
Philip V. renounced for himſelf and his 
Succeſſors, in Terms as clear, as ſtrong, 
and as explicit as could be deviſed, all 
Right of Succeſſion to the Crown of France, 
which Renunciation was ratified, and con- 
firmed by the Cortes or Parliament of Spain; 
and at the ſame Time, to ſhew how 
valid Acts of this Kind are eſteemed in 
. Nation, they changed their own 


legal 


N 
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| | Kia Order of Succeſlion, preferring Heirs 


Male, though more remote in Blood to 
Heirs Female, and allowing Females ta 


inherit, only 1 in Caſe of the Extinction '- We 
Heirs Male. The Crown of Spain. was alſo 
entailed, in Failure of the preſent Royal 
Family, on the Houſe of Soboy. In France 
again, Philip Duke of Orltays . 
for himſelf, and his Deſtendajits to Perpe- 
tuity, all Right to the Crohn of ar, 3 
which Renugciation was confirmed by 
Letters Patents of ' Zowis XIV. regiſtred 
in all the Parliaments 85 France. Fhefe- 
| Renundiations were inſerted i in the Treaties, 
1 Peace, and fortified by the general 
5 

$ 


Guaranty. It is indeed true, that in the 
Courſe of the Negotiation, ſome. of the 
> French Stateſmen alledged, that no Power 
upon Earth could, alter their Rule of Sue- 
ceſſion; to which Lord Bolingbrote, in 4 
two Letters, gave a ſtrong and ſenſible an-„- 
ſwer, intimating, that the Allies depended * 
upon the Guaranty, which, whenever the 
Caſe in View, became a Caſe; in Fact, would 
at leaſt create 1 divided Title, ſupported 

| 
by all the great Powers of Europe on one 
| M .. Side, 
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Side, againſt ſuch of the French as ſhould 
adhere to this ſpeculative Right on the other. 
But the modern Notions, even in France, at 
this Time, are widely different, ſince a very 
learned French Writer on the Droit Public, 
bas within theſe ſeyen Years aſſerted the 
Contrary, and offered theſe Reaſons; that 
the Authority of the French Nation is in 
the King, and that as the Nation makes 
fundamental Laws, it may alter them; that 
in the preſent Caſe, the ſetting aſide Phi- 
"0 V. and his Poſterity, in Virtue of their 
= Renunciation, may be conſidered as A ſum- 
= plc Exception to the general Rule of Syc- 
= ceffion; and that if there be any who 
ſcruple this abſolute Power in the French. 
King, even this Sctuple will be taken 
away by conſidering, that no Oppoſition 
was made to the enregiſtering this Edict in 
any of the Parliaments, which amounts to 

a tacit Conſent of the French Nation. 


A SATISFACTION was ſtipulated for the 
Houſe of Auſtria, viz. the Poſſeſſion of the 
Itulian Dominions, which it was well knowy, 
if oy had been P have made their Option, 

5 ; that 
/ 


1 


, F * dh. 

dg $ | 228 e 2 " « as? N * = N L „ 
e , oo ccn oc cc. i= rxz.c , 
. - n $5 FOR ” 4 1 > 
oy » * * N "x * 5 * 7 * * 4 1 * * 
* 8 * * * 19 f q ) * 
* 7 I p a 1 , 8 © - = - „ * 
* - 1. 414 - 2 * 

© > — 


Lord Viſcount! BOLINGBROKE. 2 "MY 
that Houſe would have choſen ; and though 
the late Emperor ſtood out at the Treaty of 
Utrecht, 17 he had the Benefit of that 
Stipulation, which, if we conſider the 
eighth Article of the grand Alliance, ap- 
pears to. have been the original Aim and In- _ 
tention of the Confederacy. It is true, that 
ſome Politicians here aſſerted, . that he hae 
a Right to the whole Spaniſh Monarchy, 
and that it ought to have been obtained 
for him; but how far they were in earneſt _ 
in this, you will eaſily diſcern, if you recol- 
leet, how much the very {ame Perſons were 
alarmed at the bare Probability of this 
coming to paſs, in caſe Don Carlos, the 
preſent King of Sicily, had married. the 
preſent reigning Empreſs, and their Iſſue 
had become the Heirs general of the Houſe 


of Auſtria, and of the l Branch of 
Bour bon. i 


1 „ 


+ 5 
by 
* 
+ . 14 
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Tux Security of the United Provinces 
was provided for by their Barrier, and 
their Rights, in reſpect to Commerce, as in 
he the Times of Charles II. of Spain, of 
D, which they availed themſelves againſt the 
n. 23 M3 reigning 


Z 4 16 . = on jg = ; 
= . reigning Family | in Spain, and the Houſe of 
"Auſtria in procuring the Suppreſſion of the 


{ee theſe Stipu lations have aua ly operated, 


Vieily was given to the Duke of Savoy, who 


n . was crowned King there. The reſt of the 


us, Which we have hitherto kept, and maj 


"Oftend Com pany as contrary . to Treaties, 
of which-T'put you in Mind, that you may 


took Poſſeſſion of it, went thither, and | 


Allies had alſo reſpeQively Sat faction for | 
their Pretenfions. 


117 us now ſee what we had. 


TAI Proteſtant Succeſſion, as by Law 
;eftabliſhed, as well as the reigning Queen $ 
Title, was acknowledged by Frabce. Tis 
Port of Dunkirk, which had given us ſo 
much Trouble, was demoliſhed, and we 
have all the Security that Treaties can 
give us, that it ſhall ever remain ſo, It muſt 
be our Fault, not that of the Treaty of 
Utrecht, if this is not complied with. For 
the Security of our Navigation in the Me. 
diterranean, we had the Fortreſs of Gibral 
tar, and the Iſland of Minorca yielded to 


We 
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we ever keep them! In America, we had 
Hudſon's Bay reſtored, Nova Scotia yielded 
to us, with ſome other Advantages. We 
had alſo the Aſſiento Treaty taken from the 


French and given to us; which whatever 


we faid or thought of it, or-however we 


managed it, was at that Time believed a 
Thing of ſuch Conſequence, that by ſhar- 
ing it with -the Dutch, the Miniſtry might 
have been eaſed of their Oppoſition. When 
all this is maturely confidered, we ſhall 
certainly find, that the general Syſtem of 
Pawer in Europe was very much altered 
by the Treaty of Utrecht from what it was 
at the Treaty of Ryſwick z and the Hands of 


the Houſe of Auſtria ſo ſtrengthened, that 


there was a very great Probability, and 
more than this can never be expected from 
Treaties, that the public Tranquility might 
have ſubſiſted long, and a proper Balance 


* preſerved. 


Br it has been faid, Me very orobably. 


with Truth, that if it had not been forthe un- 


happy Miſunderſtanding amongſt the Allies, 
much more might have been obtained ; but 
M 4 what 
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what, has not been ſpecified, except with 
regard to us; for it was made one. of the 
Articles of Impeachment againſt the Earl 
of Oxford, that Cape- Breton was not yield- 
ed to us as a Part of Nova Scotia. There 
is great Reaſon to believe, that this would 
have been inſiſted upon, if the Miniſters 
who made the Peace had not been ſo much 
diſtreſſed at home; which ſhews how 
much the Intereſts of this poor Nation 
ſuffer by the Appetite of private Men for 
Power, and by the inveterate Struggles of 
Factions. But admitting, and indeed Lord 
Bolingbroke admits it, that more might have 
been had : It does not follow that nothing 
was obtained, or that becauſe we did not 
get all we could wiſh, we ſhould not ſet a 
juſt Value upon what we really did Set, 
and remains ſtill in our Hands, 


Uros the Chaichetion of this Treaty, 
the Earl of Oxford ſaid, That it would exe- 
cute itſelf, and that whenever a new War 
broke out, it would be in Italy. He was 


right in both, for ſince that Time, we 


_ twice ſeen the Spaniſh Branch. of the 
Houſe 
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Houſe of Baurbon acting! in direct Oppoſi- 


tion to France; once in an open War, and 


once by a ſolemn Treaty. We are at this 

Hour flattered with the Hopes of ſeeing 
ſomething of the ſame Kind a third Time. 
As to the War in Tah, and the Exchange 
of Sicily for Sardinia, theſe were the Ef- 
fects of the Quadruple Alliance, not made 
by the Miniſters who negotiated the Treaty 
of Utrecht,” but by ſome of the Miniſters 
who cauſed them to be impeached, and 


who entered into that Alliance, in order 


to amend, and to ſet right the Miſtakes 


made by that Treaty 0 rr awd Fand 
decried. | | 


„ 


| Bor the wiſeſt and the beſt Men may be 


miſtaken! ſince” from this correcting and 


amending Alliance, almoſt all the Diſputes 
have ariſen that have perplexed and dif. 
turbed Europe ever ſince. It was in Conſe- 
quence of that Alliance, that the Spaniſh 
Branch of the Houſe of Bourbon had an 
Entrance given them into 7zaly ; that a cer- 
tain Promiſe was made with reſpect to Gi- 
WOW 3 that the preſent King of Sardinia 

M 2 | was 
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Was thrown 1 into the Arms of the Houſe of 
Bourbon, which produced the great Change 
in the Syſtem of Tah, by the Loſs of 
Naples and Sicily; and many other Events, 
which it would be tedious and needleſs to 
recapitulate, One Thing only I will ob. | 
ſerve, that if all the Trees which have | 
been made ſince, were to be Expoſed to as 
3 ſevere an Enquiry 25 that which the Treaty 
= of Utrecht met with, the Miniſters that 
=_ made them might haye found à great deal 
* : of Difficulty ; in defending themſelves. On 
© this Subject, epoygh has been Hd, at 
bet. in Conjunttion with what, you. will 
find in the latter Part of this noble Perfon's 
Letters, written with that Penetration and 
Judgment, that Viyacity and Elaquence, 
which were natural and peculiar to him, 
and which enabled him 49 {et any Thing 
he choſe to ſet, in ſo clear a Light, that al 
Endeavours to perplex ang obicure it 2g 
were fruitleſs 8. 


Wu AT 1 have been faxing, you muſt 
underſtand entirely of the. Plan or Syſtem 
of Politicks, with reſpect to Foreign Affairs, 
adopted 
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| Hopted by thoſe who thought it. Time to 
make a general Peace, after a War that had 
continued fo many Years, and which had 
coft I will not ſay how many Millions. 
But with reſpect to the Steps taken in the 
Management of the Negotiations that pro- 
duced it, I have already given you a Hint, 
where the beſt Vindication of them may be 
found; for that in the Situation this Mi- 
niſtry was in, there might be many Things 


done irregularly is far from being improba- 


ble; and what was their great Misfertune, 
Thoſe who, by a potent Oppoſition, ma- 
naged with equal Spirit and Skill, drove 
them into theſe Irregularities, came after- 


' wards into Power, and with great Suifneſs 
and Severity enquired into, diſcoyered, and 


ſet in the ſtrongeſt Light, every Slip that 
had happened in. a long Courſe of ardu- 
ous and delicate Tranſactions, incumbered 


throughout with the greateſt Difficulties, 
both abroad and at home. To this there 


was added another, and ſtill a greater Mis- 


fortune, which was the national Prejudice 


againſt ſuch as were branded with the 
odious Appellation of Friends to the French 
Inter eſt, 
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Intereſt, a Circumſtance that ſome of them- 
ſelves aficrwards experienced with a great \ 

ö Degree of Injuſtice for though it is by 
no Means eaſy, and, perhaps, would not 
be prudent to remove this Prejudice from 
the Hearts of the People, yet Miniſters 
mould be entirely free from it, and take 
their Meaſures, with reſpect to Foreign 
Affairs, not from popular Affections, but 
from the true Intereſts of this Nation, 
which ! in the Nature of Things muſt fre- 
quently vary, and the Conduct of wiſe and 
able Miniſters with "is Let us now return 
from Reflection to Hiſtory, and purſue, 
though very ſuccinctly, the Steps of his 
DLDordſhip's Conduct, while he continued a 
Niniſter. a 


% 
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al a N Weeks after his Return from 
France, her Majeſty was pleaſed to beſtow 
the vacant Ribbons of the Order of the 
Garter upon the Dukes of Hamilton, Beau- 
fert and Kent; and the Earls Paulet, 
Oxferd and Strofferd, with which it is ſaid, 
the Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke was far from 
NY pleaſed, AS having himſelf an Ambi- 


tion 
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tion to receive, as well as to deſerve ſuch an 
Inſtance as this was of his Miſtreſs's Grace 


Z 9 a> * 22 17 P g * { % 4 * b 
4 * 


ls. * 
hy » 
Ay, - 


1 
— * 


* 


and Favour. - In a ſhort Time after, the - 


firſt of - thoſe noble Perſons, who had been 


appointed her Majeſty's Embaſſador Ex- 


traordinary to the Court of France, fell 


a Victim 40 tlie rage of Party in Hyde-- 


Park. His Lordſhip, it is thought, would 
not have been diſpleaſed, if he had been 


charged with that Embaſſy; but the Duke. 


of Shrewſbury was choſen, and went ac» 
cordingly. The Authority is ſo great, upon 
the Credit of which theſe Facts are men- 


tioned, that one can ſcarce call the Truth 


of them in Queſtion, However, if he had; 
really either,” or both theſe Prefermetits- 


in View, he had in Proceſs of Time great 
Reaſon to be reconciled to F ortune, for 


defeating his Inclinations, more eſpecially 


as the Queen gave him about this Time a 
a very conſiderable Teſtimony of her Eſteem, 
in making bim Lord Lieutenant of the 


County of Eſſer, f in the Room of the Earl 


of Rivers. The Duke of Shrewſbury dif- 


charged the laſt mentioned Truſt with great | 
Honour. The Peace was concluded in 


April, 
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April, 1913; and immediately after the 
Parliament met, in which, though Things 
were tolerably well managed, yet diſcern- 
ing People could not help perceiving, that 
the great Men had been rather too haſty in 
quitting the Houſe of Commons, and were 
much more to blame for diſagreeing amongſt 
themſelves, A Piece of ill Conduct which 
began early, and ended fatally, I will 
ſpeak of it as I do of every Thing, freely, 
and according to the beſt Information I have 
received. You may very poſſibly meet 
with Perſons better acquainted with theſe 
Tranſactions than I, and if they impart to 
you their Knowledge with the ſame Can- 
dur, you cannot fail of receiving conſi - 
derable Benefit from contemplating that 
Change this Difference. brought on in the 
Queen's Adminiſtration, and which though 
* Dm, ** with 


Ar bas been already faid, * ale Dif- 
putes commenced early; it may be upon 
Mr, Harley's being raiſed to the Peerage, 


and declared High- Treaſurer; at leaſt, this 
7208 was 
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Lend Viſcount BOLAN NOE. 255 
was what that noble Perſon ſuſpected, and 


was what induced him to put the famous 
Dr, Swift vpon. writing that —— 
Piece of political Caſuitry,. entitled, 4 


Letter to tbę October Club. It ſeems, that 


while Mr, St. Jobn directed Things in the 


Houſe of Commons with great Spirit and 
Ability, an. Opinion was conceived that the 


Miniſter, that 1 is, the Lord-Treaſurer, did 
not proceed ſo vigorouſly as be might have 
done, and as many of the Gentlemen that 
compoſed the Club, thought they bad 
Reaſon to expect. Tou may ſee by chat 
Letter how little Miniſters are 49 be enyied, 
and what Troubles and Anxieties neceſſa - 
. nily attend. on thoſe who become the Lead 
ers of Parties, who are often ſullen or 


refractory while aſpiring to Superiority, and 


almoſt always impatient, mutinous and tur- 


bulent when that Superiority is attained. It 


is a natural Thing for Men to ever · rate their 


r 


oyn Merits ; in all Situations z but in the Diſ- . 5 


putes of Party this has beep, and ever 
will be. conſpicuous in the higheſt Degree. 
+ Thoſe who. complained of the Treaſurer's 


Slownefs' and Want of Spot expected a f 
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456 Meins of the Lark, &. of 
total Revolution, that all Who were, or 
were "ſuppoſed to be Vbigs, ſhould be 
turned out of Employments, and replaced 
by Tories, or thoſe who would call them- 
ſelves ſo, and act as ſuch. The Treaſurer 
thought this impracticable in ſome Re- 
ſpects, and very imprudent in others; he 
was for doing the . Queen's Buſineſs as 
ſmoothly as he could, and making an In- 
clination to do that, the Recommendation 
to Power, rather than the ſpeaking the 
Language or wearing the Cognizance of any 
Party. This not a few who lived in thoſe 
Times will deny ; but this 1 have many 
and ſtrong Reaſons to believe was the 
Truth, and no Motive i in the World to 
tell you ſo, except that of believing it 
firmly.” | 
Tn Scheme of the Treaſurer was in- 
deed very difficult to execute, and expoſed 


Z him alike to the violent Men of 'both Par- 


ties, without attaching to him, at leaſt 
cloſely, any great Number of Friends. 
This will be always the Caſe in Countries 


here Parties havelong raged with Violence; ; 
for 
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for a Miniſter muſt not only be Maſter f 
great] Prudence and Addreſs, but muſt bealſo 
what no Miniſter has it in his Power to be, 
very fortunate, who ſhould bring ſuch a 
Scheme to hear, that is, who ſhall be able 
to ſelect the wiſe. and moderate Men of 
both Parties, engage them to abandon their 
reſpectiye Notions of that Kind, and by 
uniting in the public Service, acquire a 
Weight and Influence ſufficient to render 
ineffectual the Intrigues, and to repel, the 
moſt violent Attacks of Faction. The 
Lord High- Treaſurer Oxford had a Capa - 
city as equal to ſuch a Taſk as moſt Mi- 
niſters we ever had, and if he had riſen to 
that Height of Power ſomewhat earlier i in 
his Life, might in all Probability have ac - 
compliſhed his Deſign, and have eſtabliſhed | 
the State on a firm Foundation, and there- 
by ſecured his own Character. But as it 
was, he incurred the Hatred of both Par- 
ties; the FY/higs were his implacable Ene - 
mies for what he had done, and ſome 
others became as inveterate for what he 
would not ſuffer them to do. The Situa- 
tion he was in obliged him to be perpetually _ 


upon 


* 
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vpon the Reſerve, and this gave a Calour 
to repreſent him as a Man dark, p perplexed 


and unintelligible. His Fertility in Expe. 
» dients ſupported him long, and made even 


thoſe who did not love him, conclude his 
Continuance in his Station abſolutely neceſ- 


.fary. It gave them, However, a Handle 


for repreſenting him as a Man of Art, and 


thus his Intereſt was continually linking, 
even while he conducted all Things in Ap- 


| pearance. But that he was miſunderſtood, 
both by Foes and Friends, appears, at leaſt 


m my Judgment very clearly from this, 
that while in the Height of Power he 


was never charged with Violence, and when 


his Conduct was expoſed to the ſtricteſt 


\ Scrutiny, and himſelf to the ſevereſt Pro- 


ſecution, there was no Diſcovery of Cor- 
ruption. Give me Leave to add, that his 
two warmeſt Opponents, Arthur May- 
waring, Eſq; and Sir Richard Steele, were 


both overcome by his Moderation. The 
former ſettled with him, the Duke of 
Marl boroug b's Paſs for going abroad, which 
was accompanied with a Letter from the 


Queen, expreſſing that whatever Teſti- 
' monies 


monies of lte were paid him where- 
ever he came, wanld be very. acceptable to 
her. As for Sir Richard Iteele, as his 
Hoftilities were committed thrqugh the 
| Preſs, he thought 1 it Juſt to make his Atone- 
ment the ſame Way, and he did this hep 
| the Earl was gut of Power, and when Sie 
. Richard could have no other Motive, but 
| the Love of Truth and Juſtice, But for 
the Reaſons I have given, you will very 
| *ably diſcern, whatever his Merit was, 
whatever his Intentions might be, it is 
rather wonderful he ſuſtained himfelf ſo 
. long, than that he ſunk at laſt, In 2 
1 Nation agitated by FaQtians,. he who will 
b een F mee 
. teen them, 


'Excluſion at the Cloſe of the ſecond. Seſfi- 
on of Parliament after he came into Power ; 


was found that the Queen could not be 
brought into it; ſhe had ſeen many of hig 


* r had treated as chimerical and 


» 
* 


—— Menn — wo 


but upon ſome Trials that were made, it 


. Vndertakings ſucceed, which ſeveral t 


impracticable ; z - _ 
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impracticable; and ſhe had ſeen ſome of 


their Project fail notwithſtanding they 
were very plavſi ble in their Appearance ; 
ſhe was naturally afraid of Storms, and ſhe 
was very defirous of ending her Life in 
Quiet, if it was poſſible. But by Degrees, 
and by the Loſs, as it is generally faid, of 
the Favour of the Ladies, who were about 
her,” the Treaſurer began to decline in her 


Favour. There were at this Time three 


enterprizing Miniſters, of whom the Lord 
Viſcount Bolingbroke was one, who believed 


it practicable, by a thorough modelling of 


Places, to have eſtabliſhed ſuch an extenſive 
Influence as muſt have ſupported them at all 
Events, made the Remainder of the Queen's 


Reign perfectly eaſy, and have made it clear. 
ly the Intereſt of the Succeſſor, upon her 
Demiſe, to careſs and employ them. This, 
if you will examine their Conduct ſtrict- 


ly; compare it with the Writings of thoſe 


. Wy 


who were moſt in their Confidence, and 
one” of the Pieces of this noble Perſon in 
the laſt Collection, publiſhed before his 
Death, will appear to be the Truth. In: 
order to the Execution of this Plan, the 


Removal 


Lotd Viſcount BOLINGB ROKE. 1 
Removal of the Treaſurer was not only 


expedient but neceſſary; though it was 


not without great Difficulty that it was 


effected. The Earl of Oxford knew the 
Value of the White-Staff, and was not to 

be perſuaded or frighted out of it; for his 
greateſt Enemies have allowed that he had 


a Firmneſs of Mind in all Situations, which 


is hardly ever to be found in a bad Man. 
At length on the 27th of July, 1714, the 
Staff was taken, or rather torn from him, 
and the Circumſtances attending this Cabi- 


net Convulſion, are generally ſaid to have 


coſt the Queen her Life. She was ſeized 
foon after with that violent Diſtemper of 


which ſhe died, and in a ſhort Interval 
Treaſurer's Office to the Duke of Shrewſ-. 


the Iſſue of that Conteſt, in which thoſe, 
who had laboured the Diſgrace of the Treas, 


ag 


met with a total Defeat almoſt in the ſame 
Breath, 


TRHOUOGR 


of Senſe, at the Recommendation of the 
Privy-Council, delivered that Mark of the 


bury, who was Lord Chamberlain, and Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland before. This was 


ſurer obtained a compleat Victory, and. 


—_— 
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Tudvon 1 am very febfible” of” the 
Length of this Letter, yet I cannot prevail 
upon myſelf to cloſe it without making 
ſome Reflections. There never was a Jute. 
ture, within the Memory of any who are 
now living, when the Rage of Parties ran 
higher chan at this Time of which we are 
ſpeaking, and, conſequently, there never 
Was a Time when the public Intereſt ſuf. 
fered more from tlie Spirit of Party. Thoſe 
who {tiled themſelves Patriots, and many 
of them certainly were ſo, ſuffered them- 
ſelves to be drawn into a Notion, that be- 
cauſe the Allies had fallen out with the 
Miniſtry, they could never attach them- 
ſelves too zealouſly to their Demands, by 
— which! they increaſed an ill Humour, that 
would have run high enough without their 
Affiffatice; gave Advantages to Franc, 
which other wiſe - ſhe could never have had, 
anck put ſome of the Allies upon refuſing 
what could not afterwards be obtained. 
By the finding Fault with every Thing in 
the Peace and ſtarting Objections and, Ca- 
vils, even to the Advantages of it, they 
diſcouraged and diſtreſſed the Miniſtry to 4 
Degree 
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Degree chat was prejudicial to the Nation. 
By their heightening popular Diſcontents, 
and by ſuggeſting Colluſon with the French 
in every Thing, thethtew they Adminiffra- 


tion; and particularly thoſe who'had more 


immediately engaged in managing! the 
Treaty, into the Arms of Hrante, who, ag 
it plainly appears, availed herſelf of their 

Difficulties, and of this violent Oppititigns 
ſo that their Hatred of France operated more 
in her Favour, than the Deſire of Peace, 
in thoſe who for that Reaſon, were moſt j in 
vidiouſly tiled her Friends. By imputing 
dangerous and unconſtitutional Deſigns | 
(when as far as has hitherto appeared, there | 

were no ſuch Deſigns) they took the readi- 
elt Method to dictate them, and by a ſtrange 


and unparalleled Strain of Policy expreſſed 


their Zeal for the Succeſſion of the illuſtri- 


ous Houſe of Hanover, by driving thoſe, 
who alone could attempt to hinder it, into 
Deſpair ; and, laſtly, which they after- 
wards found to their Coſt, they eſtabliſhed _ 
ſuch ſtrange Doctrines in Politicks, with 
reſpect to the Obligation of Great. Britain 
always to eſpouſe certain Intereſts upon the 
Continent, 
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Continent, as brought a Neceſſity upon 
themſelves of taking Meaſures when they 
came into Power, that they afterwards re- 
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pented, and furniſfied the Means of retort- 
ing this Odium upon them when they diſ- 
covered their Repentance, and owned a 
Concurrence with France, when for any 
Thing that appeared, France had no bad 


Defigns. Such were the Effects of Fm 


___ on this Side ! ! 


rue x were not at all leſs conſpicuous, 
ley were not at all leſs miſchievous on the 


other. 


The ſmooth Language, which a 


due Senſe of their own deep Diſtreſs, had; 
in the Beginning, taught the French Mi- 


niſters. heightened by the rough Treat- 
ment they had received from thoſe of the 
'* Allies, deceived ſome of our own. Can- 
dour, Generoſity, Good-nature hindered, 
them from dictating when they might; and 
this Imprudence, for ſuch it really was, 
put them afterwards under Difficulties, out. 
'of which they extricated themſelves with 
Pain, and by a moſt unaccountable F atality, 


left 
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jeſt due Monuments of this Pain and thoſe 

Difficulties to appear, They choſe; when * 

they found them ſelves in this Dilemma, to ; 

derive Aſſiſtance from their old Enemies, 

Wlich, it may be, a little Condeſcenſion 

would unn. purchaſed from their old 

Friends. At home they depended too 

much upon the Influence of that Power 

they had ſo lately acquired, and that popu- 

lar Applauſc they had taken ſo much Pais 

to obtain. | But they had never conſidered 

kow. ſuddenly they might be ſtripped: of the 

dne; and how litile the other would avail 

them hen that was gone. Zut the greateſt 3 

of their. political Errors, was their giving w_— 

Encouragement to a Party they never meant | 

to ſerye z whoſe Aſſiſtance did them very 

little Good, and by receiving which Aſſiſ- 

tance, they fortificd the Suggeſtions of their 

Opponents, and did more towards their own 

DeſtcuRion, than all the Skill and Addreſs 

of their Enemies, and they. wanted. neither, 

could ever have done. Such were, their Er- * 

fors, and ſuch the Fruits of -that Spirit of 

Party which they encouraged! Between both. 

che Nation was for ſome. Years kept in a 
N continual 


* 1 
; : 1 
* AY 


% * 

2 
1 
— 

. | 
= 1 

"dl 

[ 


E. ee e ee 


ther great Misfortune to the Nation) when 


 therwiſe with Factions, even under che ableſt 


. had like to have deicribed them more Plain- 
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continual Flame, and while cant 3 


ons, and vain Pretences milled Multitudes 
on both Sides, there were very few who un- 
derſtood, or conſequently were in a Condi- 
tion to mean, or to purſue. the publick 
Good ; and this at a Scaſon (which was ano- 


at home and abroad, it might have been pur» 


. 


„ 

kr. is the Strength and - $5 of. _— 
who act upon ſound and national Principles, 
that whenever. they are fortunate cnough to 
gain the Aſcendant, they are in very little 
Danger of loſing it. Whereas it is quite o- 


Leaders; for when once they graſp that 
Power, for which they eternally ſtruggle, 
unleſs chey can totally cruſh their Opponents, 


it is impoſſible they ſhould keep it long. 
There were iwo Miniſters in thoſe Days, I 


1 but it is as well omitted, who were in 


Hopes of ſerving their Country, by ſelect- 
2 Men of Parts and Probity, and ſharing 


1 — them, without 
r 
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. regarding Factions. They were both very 
near ſucceeding, but neither of them did 
lucgeed. They were both, in Spite of all 
they could do, carried away by the Stream 


of predominant Factions; but with this Dif- 


ference, that the one fell with, and the other. | 


by it. If either of them could have ſtemmed 
the Tide even for a little Time, they would 
have done all they propoſed. But as ſoon as 
they loſt their Poſts, and their e all 
uns to be begun ce | | | 


Nen the Lord Viſcount Belhghrobe a ni 
bis Friends, undertook to eſtabliſh the Tory s 


ty upon that Attempt; they certainly had 
much in their Hands, and a great Influence 
on the Bulk of the Byitiſb 2 But they 
had not ſuffi ciently conſidered the Queen's 
ill State of Health, or the little Probability 
there was, that after the laſt new Revolution 
it is aid they endeavoured) to cloſe with the 
Whigs. Theſe, when in Power, and wien 


Syſtem, and ſtaked their own Power and Safes 45 


put of Power, had conducted themſelves 


with great Spirit and Unanimity, and though 
. in 
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| in wounding their Enemies, they had ſome- 
| times conſidered the Intereſt” of the Nation 
|— dur little, yet it muſt be allowed they were 
| never wanting to themſelves. They purſu- 
| ed in that Reſpe& a right Plan both at home 
and abroad, and ey. reaped the Fruits of 
it. They looked upon / themſelves as ſure 
of coming into Power again, if they kept 
in a Body, and they very wiſely remained 
rm to that ſalutary and ſenſible Reſolution. 
It is however true, that they were in ſome 
Danger from the Lord Treaſurer Oxford's 
Plan; but when it once appeared that he 
was inſecure, and conſequently in no Condi- 
tion to execute it, they were immediately 
out of Danger, and out of all Apprehenfi- 
ond. Thoſe who had left them made haſte 
to return. "Thoſe who- were about to leave 
them, reſumed with recruited Vigour' their 
old Conduct. The Leaders of the Whigs 
ſaw: che Breach in the Adminiſtration, and 
ſaw it with the utmoſt Satisfaction. They 
Kkhew they ſhould receive Applications from 
both Sides, which they received coldly, and 
with an Air of Diſdain, as being reſolved to 
© give Quarter to neither, This Scene 4 


thoſe who fancied they could conteſt it with 
as, if J have Leiſure, I ſhall ſhew you; but 


Succeſſor, upon a Suppoſition, that When 
they had once eſtabliſhed their Power, he 
muſt be obliged to court them, had no Ef- 
fect, and that Stand which they fancied they 
could make, proved but a Fancy. Here, 


ſhall conclude this very long Letter, with 
a hearty Wiſh, that you may fee no ſuch | 
Times, be expoſed to no ſuch Trials, wenn 
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ot a very ſhort Continuance, but they made 


their Advantage of it, ſhort as it was. They * | 
acted with Spirit and Dignity, and made 
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their Coaqueſt ture; and compleat, by put 


ting themſelves in a Poſture. to reheve all 
the Poſts while they were yet full, and by 


this bold Aſſertion of their Right to Power, 


actually came into Poſſeſſion of it, before 


them were recovered from their Conſterna- 
tion. They did recover themſelves a little, 


it was too late. The feeble Meaſures they 
had taken to reconcile themſelves to the 


as I believe you will think it high Time, 1 


by an artful Uſe of the Words, Steadineſs 
and Honour, Gentlemen were engaged to 
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go all the Lengths of Party, to gratify the 
Avidity and Ambition of their Leaders, 
with out conſidering what national Intereſts 
ſuffered, or what national E were 
incurred ! "—"—_ f 
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Mors terribilis eſt iis quorum eum Vi ita ont- 
nia extinguuntur, non iis quorum Laus 
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This . compoled le of Fas Pe Re- 
lectiont. The Proclamation of King George 
I. ſettled as ſoon as poſſible upon the Queen's 
Deceaſe, and ſubſcribed by the Vi iſcouns. Bo- 
lingbroke, and the reſt of ber late Maje- 
Wl Miniſters. His Lordſhip is ſeugrely + 


.. mortified by the R egency, before Orders were | F 
received from Hangyer for removing bim 


from bis Office. . His Bebaviour in the rt 
F after the Queen s Death... In the firſt * | 
Parliament of King George oppoſes in the *! 
Aouſe of Peers, an Agdreſs which cenſured WM 
be Queen's Minifiry and the Peace. Op- 
- oh alſo by the Duke of Shrewſbury, 
Earl of Strafford, and al ber Peers, but 
..._ the. Addreſs after all carried by a Ms rity ö 
1 o 1% ane. Lord Bolin gbroke Lin- 
vin. thereupon *. 5 ubt the 1 ety of bis 


4 Perſon, | 
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Per ſon, judged i it more prudent to withdraw 
out of the Kingdom. A Letter. publiſhed 
ſoon after, 2s if written by bim to another 
_ moble Peer, containing the Reaſons, of his 
2 taking that Step. Some Remarks as . to the 
Propriety of his Lordſhip 5 Condutt. om 
miencement und Proceedings of the Commit- 
5 tee of Secrecy. Debate upon the bringing up 
Articles of Impeachment againſt the E arl of 
Oxford, and Demand that he foould be im- 
” mediately fequeſtred from Parliament. * His 
© Lardſhip's admirable Speech for himſelf upon 
this Occafion. Committed to the Uſher of 
" the Black-Rod the ſame Night, and ſoon 
* after to the* Tower. The Lord Viſcount 
Bolingbroke and the Dake of Ormond at- 
" tainted. No Mention made of any treaſon- 
able Correſpondence, other than in negotiate- 
inz the Peace, in theſe Ads of Attainder. 
At what Time, and a Conjecture by whoſe 
Intereſt, the former of theſe Peers was par- 
doned, and promiſed Marks of the King's 
Favour. An Attempt to fix this Period 
with Certainty from his own IWritings. His 
Senſe of this Royal Favour, and his Situa- 
tion when be received it. An Applicution 
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0 Parliament, in order to his enjoying - the 
Benefits intended bim by the King's Pardon. 
This Indulgence vehemently appoſed in tbe 
Houſe of Commons, and followed by Protefis 

; in ihe Houſe of Lords. He once more takes 

up his Pen in Politicks, and his Apology for 
it. How reliſbed by ſome, and in what 
Light conſidered by others. His great 

© Abilities as an Author generally acknow- 

' ledged; and ſucceſsfully employed. His 
Rank and high Employments, Prong Pre- ; 

judices in his Favour as a Writer, A- 
Plies Hi y in general, and Engliſn Hifto- 
in more eſpecially with great Dexterity. His 
« Writings to be read with much Attenti- 
on, and no leſs Caution. Adopts, in order 
to ſtrengiben bis Friends in Oppoſition, tbe 
' Dotrine of the Earl of Oxford, under the 
© Notion of . a Coalition of Parties: Varies 
His Views with the varying Circumſtances of - 

' the Times, and fixes on a Right to Fame af-- 

. ter Death. His Character drawn by a noble 
Pen. Time of bis Death, and ſome Parti- 
© culars relating to it. A few Practical Re- 
warts on the — up theſe Letters er | 
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IN done 47 my farmer, I am | afraid that 

I have been a little troubleſome to q ou 
2 the Length of my Reflections, but at pre- 
ſent I ſhall, make you fome Amends; for 
though it may be that this Letter, will be as 
long as even my laſt, yet ſhall it conſiſt chief. 
of Facts, with reſpect to Which I ſhall 
leave you to your own Reflections 3 and if 
we ſhall live to converſe hereafter, as I bope 
we ſhall, upon thefe Topicks, upon impart- 
ing your Sentiments, I ſhall wake no e's 
* ring you mine: 


Tu x © dernier Fait of 4 Lord Viſeount 
Ulster s Miniſtry, during the Life of his 
Royal Miſtreſs, -was.informing, her Majeſty 
in Conjunction with Mr. Bromley,. and the 
Earl of Mar, the other two Secretaries of 
Nate, that the Privy-Council humbly. re- 
© commended to her, the Duke of Ste- 
Jury for the Poſt of Lord High Treaſurer: 
The Queen anſwered, They could not xeeon- 
« mend a Perſon foe liked Votive, than the Duke 
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V Shsewibury 3. Wong hep the White: 


Staff was put into his Hands, Uſe it far. the 
Goo of my. People, which Was the laſt KR of 


cign, |, This. was on the goth of Fah, 


aud her Majeſty continuing lethargic t 1 
Night, ang the next Day, the Privy- -Coun- 
eil Wrote a Letter ſaizable to the Occaſion, 1 


2 


to che Elector of Brunſwick, and directed the 
r Preparations for proclaiming him 
King. Her Maeſty expiring on the ift of 
« Auguſt, 1714, a little after Seven in che 
Morning, the Regency was ſoon after declat- 
ed, and according to the uſual Cuſtom,. the, To 

Proclamation of the Succeſſor Was ſigned by 
all che Perſons of Diſtinction then at t Court, 
oy the late Queer? s Migmiſters particularly, 
and by the Lord Vicgunt Miner a- 


e Ws: t ri 


4. Os they 
on the. 31f 
Viſcount Bolingbroke was. removed from his 
- Office of 8 ecretary of State, and all the Pa- 1 
Pers 10 bis ſaid Office ſecured. 6 But before J 


r 


tof . the Coen died, 194 9 
of the. ſame Month, the Lord 1 


0 This, he hacl received , perhaps, a higher Mor- 


tificgtion; for upon the third of the fame 
Month, 


. 


Month, the Regeney having made Choice 
of Joſeph Addiſon, Eſq; for their Secretary, 
they at the ſame Time gave Directions to the 
Poſt· Maſter- General, to ſend all Letters and 
Packets IG to the Secretaries of State, 
dio the Secretary of the Regency. So that 

his Eordſhip was in Fact 77 706.08 from his 
bigh Office, that is, from the Execution of 
it in two Days after the Queen's Peath. 
This muſt have obliged his Lordſhip to make 
many ſerious Reflections, the Chagrin of 
which was continually heightened by the dai- 
1y Humiliation. of waiting at the Door of 
the Apartment where the Regency ſat, With 

2 Bag i in his Hand, and being all this Time, 
as it were on Purpoſe, expoſed to the Inſo- 
lence of thoſe who were tempted by their 
on Intemperance of Mind, or thought they 
might make their Court to others, by an A- 
bule of this ſudden Turn of Fortune. It 
was, therefore, a Kind of Relief, when up- 
on the Return of Mr. Murray, who brought 


the Diſp atch in Anſwer to that ſent by Mr. 


Cragę 75 80 carried the Privy-CounciPs Let- 
| rea) to the King, he was diſmiſſed from his 
Offices. 


Office, the Seals being-deriinded by the 


it would have appeared in this Eight, if it 
had not been for the locking up che Door of 
his Office, and putting Seals upon them, 
which might, and very probably did ſuggeſt 


is to him what afterwards happened; and al! 
ff. Things conſidered, it is not improbable, that : 


. even this was likewiſe intended; for ſome 

e who knew his Eordſhip'sgreat Capacity were 

f at this critical Juncture willing to diſconcert. 

- f and hon an his Spirits, if ur could. Sits 

f 1 1 9 

h Hr wes, Bote, far from mee wett 

I any Signs of Apprehenſion at this Time; MM 
L but on the Contrary, took. frequent Occaſi- 
r ons te declare he was able to vindicate his 

7 own Conduct, and applied himſelf with-much 

>. ' Induſtry and Vigour'to keep up the Spirit of 

t the Friends to the late Adminiſtration, dur- 

1 ing that ſhort Seſſion of Parliament Which 

t followed the Queen's Death, in which no | 

of Moment was done, except ſettling the 1 

1 Civil Liſt, and ſome other Points that were 

] ' abſolutely neceſſary. Soon after that Seſſion 


. was determined, the Parliament was diffoved A 
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© Dukesof Shrtw/biury and Somerſers or at et 
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1 Few ny — dee of» — 

.new Miniſtry was ſettlec ; the Lord vi 
count Togyfurnd, James Stanhope, Eiſqs and 
the Duke of Montroſe, made Secretaries 
of State, in the Room of the Lord Viſ- 
count er en and * 


8 ee 394} df}, DESI 


& Tus new e the iyth of 
\ March; When the Commons elected Spencer 
Compton, Eſq; their Speaker. On the 2ſt 
the King came to the Houſe, and delivered 
his Speech xp the Lord Chancellop Coxppers 
by whom it was read to both Honſes. The 
nent Day the Committee appointed by the 
Houſe of Lords to draw up an Addreſs, re- 
ported it as uſual. After reading it, a warm 


Pebate aroſe, chiefly in xegard to the fallow- 
ing Expreſſions, And Recover the Reputation 


¶ ibis Kingdom in foreign Parts, the: Loſs of 
2 Obico we bope io coxvince the Morid by our 


Actions, is by no Means tg be imputed to tht 


Nation in general. The Lord Trepor, the 
Lor Viſcount Balingbrakes the Earl of Straf- 
Le pole of Arve d 


busy, 
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bury, the Earl of Alido- 8 
Fork, che Biſhops of London and Briſtol, and 


alledging among other Things, , That it 
„ was injurious to the late Queen's Memo- 


26. of his Majeſty 'S? Speech, which N 
« mended to bath Houſes, the — ö 


Lord Bolingbroke in particular nad, 2 long 
Speech, wherein he expreſſed, The 2 
c tieſt and deepeſt Concern for the Memo-—ꝛ 
e of the late Queen, his. moſt excellent = 
e Miſtreſs, which he ſaid he would do all in | 

of ee his Power to vindicate. That he had he 


<6 he- had done any Thing amiſs, he would | 


be contented to be puniſhed for it; but 
. that he thought it, very harg to be cenſu-· 


6; math Wildons, Equity and Juſtice, that 


ſome other Peers excepted againſt that Clauſe, 


ce ry, and even ineonſiſtent with that Part 


« unhappy Diviſions, of Parties. The 


<« Honour to be one of her Servants, and if 


4 ed and condemned without being heard.” 
His Lordſhip took this Occaſion to ſay a 
great deal in Praiſe of the King. That his 


„ Majeſty had ſeveral Times expreſſed | Aa 
* great Reſpect and Tenderneſs for the late 


60 Queen 8 Memory, and was a Prince of ſo 


* he 


280 Mynorns of the Lurz, &c. of 


4 he was ſure his Majeſty would not con. 
„ demn any Man without hearing what he 
had to ſay for himſelf; and that ſo auguſt 


* an Aſſembly ought to ĩmĩtate fo great a 


4e Pattern.“ In fine, it was upon theſe and 
other Reafons his Lordſhip moved, that the 


Words Recover, &c. might be ſoftened into 


thoſe of maintain.the Reputation of this King- 


dom, and that wad reſt of the TOON gti | 


be omitted. 


3368 1 2 


Tur EarTof Srifford alſo eps n 


chat Clauſe, amongft other Arguments, c Be- 


& cauſe it would expoſe the Honour of the 


<«- Nation abroad, which he aſſerted he was 
66 ſure had ſuffered no Diminution during. 
«his Negotiations.” The Duke of Shrew/- 
bury aid. in particular, That the Houle of 
CY Peers ought on all Occaſions to be moſt 


4 tender of the Honour and Pignity of the 
4 Crow n, from which they derive their own 


« Hohour and Luftre : That, therefore, 
*« when. the like Clauſe was inſerted in an 


c Addreſs of the Houſe of Commons to the 


«> late Queen, upon the Death of King Wil. 
« liam, he had expreſſed to ſeveral Members ö 
46 of: 


22 + * 


4 We 


* 


* 


b . 2 oF 322 47.8 x BET 
Lord Viſcount BOLINGBROKE- * 28x 
« 'of that Houſe. his 'Dilike 'of it, becauſe 
& it reflected on the Memory of that Prince; 

" and for the ſame Reaſon, he was againſt 


the fatne Sort of Clauſe now. T heſe and 


other Arguments urged on that Side, were 
anſweredd by the Marquiſs of Wharton, the. 


Lord Chancellor, the 11 8 of Nottingham, 


and the Earl of Ailesford, the Duke of De- 
vonſhire, and ſome other Peers, who. expreſ-- 
ſed all the Reſpect and Reverence for the late 
Queen” s Memory imaginable, diſtinguiſhed 


between her and her Miniſtry, and maintain- 
ed the Clauſe in Queſtion, by- Arguments 
drawn from the Miſmanagements of the lat- 
ter, hinted at in his Ma efty“ 5 Speech. The | 


Lord Chancellor in particular taking Notice 
of the Objections: raiſed by the Lord Boting- 


| broke, among other Things ſaid, “ They d d 


<' not. condemn any articular Perſon, but 


hoes only the Peace in general, becauſe they felt 
« the ill Conſequences of it; that che who. 


« adviſed, and made fueh a Peace, deſerv- 


ed indeed to be cenſured, but that the 
* Words in the Addrefs being general, no 


« priyate Perſon was affected by them; and 


15 — chat the Alteration of the Word Rerover 


into. 


*; 


482 Nang: 6f the Lixx; &. f 


«, into that of Muintain, would ligne no 
more towards the Juſtification of the Gul 
4 ty, than the Word Recover towards the 
Condemnation of the Innocent.” Upon 
the whole Matter, the Queſtion being put, 
whether the Addreſs ſhould be recommitted 
or not, it was carried in the Negative, by a 
e of fi nya mind thirty: ihres. 


kr. may (by: re ſuppoſed; chat the 
d Viſcount Boliugbrote collected from the 
Nature and Iſſue of this Debate, that a Re- 
ſolution was even at this Time taken to ca- 
ry Things to Extremities, and that in ſuch W 
a Caſe, he might be more particularly in 
Danger. Various Reports there were upon 
this Subject, and amongſt the reſt, two, ei- 
ther of which had an Air of Probability : 
. one was, that a certain noble Perſon, who 
did nut altogether. approve vidlent Proceed- - 
ings at the Opening of a new Reign, but 
was deſirous rather that milder Meaſures Wl ” 
might be purſued, as moſt, likely to quiet WW " 
| the Minds of all his Majeſty's Sobjedts, 5 ; 
duce a gradual Extinction of Parties, and 


e che Ae of oh eps 1 in 4.7 
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Lord Viſcqunt BOLINGBROKE. 28g 
o BE neral to the Royal F amily; und his Coun- 
ij. IM cils over-ruled, and having intimated this to 
Ie ſome of his Friends, it came to Lord Bo- 
n WM lingbrok#s Ear. The other was, that à ve- 
„ ry great Man, to whom bis Lordſhip had 
dq been formerly dear, and to whom he had 
a been r hinted to hini, 
that of all the Queen's Miniſters, he was like 
; to meet with tbe leaſt Favour. But whether 
eO bdoth, or either, or neither of theſe Stories 
e were true, ſo it was, that his Lordſhip 
. thought fit to withdraw in a few Days, and 
going Poſt. to Dover, + embarked there for 
h en where he landed ſafely the next Day. 


nl: ; Sona nach his Lordſbip 8 ee . 
T following Letter, ſaid to have been written 
„do the late Lord Lanſdown, was printed and 
a handed about. As it is very conſiſtent with 
1 bis Lordſhip's Conduct and Sentiments, it 
at is probably. genuine, at leaſt, it as not * 
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Left the Town ſo er that I Ind 40 
key no Time to take Leave of you, or any 
vof my Friends: Lou will excuſe me when 
du you know that I had certain and repeated MW * 
Informations from ſomè who are in the Se- 
cret of Affairs, That a Reſolution was taken 
by thoſe who have Power to execute, to 
purſue me 1 the Scaffold. My Blood was 
* © to have been the Cement of a nw: Alliance, 
nor could my Innocence be any Security af- 
ter it had been once demanded from abroad, 
©. and reſolved on at bome, that it was neceſ- 
© ſary to cut me F. Had there been the 
©. leaſt Reaſon. to hope for a fair and open 
© Trial, after having, been already prejudged 
_ unheard, by two Houſes of Parliament, | 
** ſhould not have declined the ſtricteſt Exa- 
© mination. I challenge the moſt inveterate 
of my Enemies, to produce any one In- 
« ſtance of criminal Correſpondence, or the 
* leaſt Corruption in any Part of the Admini- 


e 


* ftration in Which I was coneerned. If my 
Arai tor the Honour and Dignity of my 4 


Lord Viſeount BO : 


«al Miſtreſs, and the true , Bungt 5 my 
« Country has any where tranſported me 0 
et flip a warm or unguarded Buprel ; 
hope the moſt! favourable Interpretation 
will be put upog it. It is a Comfort: that 
vill remain with me in all my Misfortunes, 
«that I ſerved her Majeſty faithfully and u- 
4 tifully; in chat eſpecially which ſhe. had moſt 
at Heart, relieving her People from a bloadly 
and expenſive War, and. that T have al- 
ways been too much an Exgliſbman to ſa- 


* foreign Ally whatever, and it is for bis 
Crime only that I am now driven from 
ibence. Tou will hear more at large . 
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0 wks wait copy hs even vic 
contained the Subſtance of his Lordſhip's © 
Letter, it is very evident that he thought his 

Life in the utmoſt Danger; and as no body 
underſtood parliamentary Management bet- 
ter, the carrying in that Aſſembly, which 
Was to be the laſt Reſort of Juſtice, with- 


out 


£ Throne, his Fate would not be ſufficiently 


8 4 p 5 N 
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* our Heating, and without "ig a Cen- 


fare of che late Peace, and of the Conduct 
df thoſe who made it, fecmed to be fuch a 
Petimen of their Sentiments as took from 
him all Hope. His Lord ſpip, indeed, might 
bæve conſidered, that framing an Addreſ, 
and deciding on an Impeachment are very dif- 


- fevent Things, that the ſame Man may have 
— Eeeral:Opinions in Conſequence of his act- 


ing in different Capacities, 'and that Perſons 
often defend, as Orators, Points that they 
would confider i in another Laght, if they were 


to pronounce as Judges. We need not, how- 


ever, wonder, chat in ſuch Circumſtances, 
Diſtinctions of this Kind did not enter his 


Head, or if they did, that he was not fond 


of riſking his Life and Fortune, upon Con- 


jectures; more eſpecially if he had any ſuch 


Hints given him as are before mentioned, 
or this Letter aſſerts in ſtronger. Terms, ſince 
they muſt have added great Weight to his 


: Notion, that in Support of their own Senti- 


ments, expreſſed in a ſolemn Addreſs to the 


conſidered, by thoſe who were to require, or 


thoſe we e zar Judgment. 
Bur 


1 
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Bor dis Manner Gesees, py 4 | 

Murmurs of more vigorous: Proceedings, 
had not the like Effect upon the reſt of the 
Queen? 5 Seryants, who femed' determined 
to wait the Event.  Abbut the Beginning of 
April, che Coritmittee of Secrecy was ap- 
pointed, and choſt · Robert Palpole, Elq; ber 
their Chairman. They continuct fitting 4 
Die in Diem for upwards of two Months, for 
it was not till che geh of June that the Re- 
port was made. It was read a fecond Time, 
the next Day, when Mr. Walpole moved to 
impeach the Lord Viſcount Bolingbrote of 
High-Treaſon, and other -high Crimes and 


Miſdemeanors: At the fame. Time, Lord . 


Coning/by moved to impeach che Earl of Ox- 
ford: On the 2 rſt the Duke of Ormond was 
impeached oſ High-T reaſon, + and the Earl 


of Sirafferd of high Crimes and Miſdemea- 


nors. On the gth of Fuly, the Lord Co- 
ung iy carried up Articles of Impeachment 
of High-Treaſon, and other high Crimes and 
Miſdemeanors, againſt the Earl of Oxford, to 
the Bar of the Houſe of Lords, and de- 
nde, that he might de Par from 

arlia- 


. 


—== the Cuſtam, (che only; Lay) c 
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1 ti Rivet Was as o ie r 
pen this Occafion that noble Perſon judg- 

| edit got only,cxpedicn but necelfary; for 
| - hint: ſpeale for himſelf; and as in the 
Courſe? of theſe” Letters, perhaps, I have 
giyen you a different Character of his Lord- 
ſhip wan you may have met with elſewhere, 
Kir y te | tranſcribe his Speech 
upon c Oecnſion, very critical in ixſelf, 
which affected him very nearly, and ſpoken 
under as violent à Fit of the Gravel as a 
Man could well endute. It has been ſaid, 
that he Was a Man f A cloudy Underſtand- 
ing confuſed. in his Ideas, anda perplexed 
"de: the Circomſtanccs, beforemention- 
ed were not like to help his Oratory much, 
and yet I am content that you ſhall believe 
4 Me x Minions what I. han ſaid of Man 
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— 
his Speech. It was addreſſed to the Tiavn* 
Shancellor./Cywper, ans in't hs A 


* My Lony, * 3 * + % 1 4 , 


Ti is a very great Misfortune fox any. 
Man to fall under the Diſpleaſure of 
4 UG great and ſo powerful a Body as the 
ec Commons of Great. Britain, and this | 
x. Misfortune is the heavier upon me, be- 

& cauſe I had, the Honour to be placed at 
&, the Head of the late Miniſtry, and mult - 
„ now, it ſeems, be made accountable for 1 
& all the Meaſures that were then purſued : 17 
But on the other Hand, it is a very great « 
Comfort to me, under this Misfortune; 
that I have the Honour to be a Member 
of this auguſt Aſſembly: An Aﬀembly 
„ Which always ſquares their Proceedings 
and Judgment by the Rules of Honour, 
Juſtice and Equity and is not to be 

* diaſſed by A _ of _ des Ping: 
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2 , * My Lord, : ** 28 
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„I covLD ſay : a greal deal to clear my- w 1 
} « ſelf of the Charge which is brought 
O 1 GEMS 
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290 Memos of .the/Lies, &e. of 
*. againſt me: But as I now labour under 
. < an Indiſpoſition of Body, beſides the 
« Fatigue of this long Sitting, I ſhall con- 
« tract what I have to lay within a very 
% narrow Compaſs. This whole Accuſa- 
« tion may, it ſeems, be reduced to the 
© Negotiation and Concluſion of the Peace: 
40 That the Nation wanted a Peace nobody 
« will deny, and I hope it will be as eaſily 
* made out, that the Conditions of this 
<< Peace are 12 good as could be expected, 
0 conſidering the Circumſtances, wherein 
20 It Was made and the Backwardneſs and 
% Reluctance which ſome of the Allies 
ſhewed to come into the Queen's Mea- 

0 ſures. This! is certain, that this Peace, 
«© as bad as it is now repreſented, was ap- 

proved by two ſucceſſive Parliaments. 

« It is indeed ſuggeſted againſt this Peace, 
< that it was a ſeparate one, J hope, my 
« Lord, it will be made appear that it was 
« general, and that it was France, and not 
% Great. Britain that made the firſt Steps 
« towards a Negotiation. And, my Lord, 
« I will be bold to ſay, that during my 
whole Adminiſtration, the Sovereign up- 
. on on 


— 


5 4 1 * 
* 


Lord Viſcount" 501 ehr 2 a 


4 
de 


66 


on the Throne was loved at home, and 
feared . * | 


— 


10 As to the Buſineſs of 7 ournay, which 


is made a capital Charge, I can ſafely 
* aver that I had no Manner of Share in it, 


and that the ſame was wholly tranſacted 
by that unfortunate Nobleman, who 


thought fit to ſtep aſide: But I dare ſay 


in his Behalf, that if this Charge.could be 


proved, it would not amount to Treaſon: 


For my own Part, as I always acted by 
the immediate Directions and Commands 


of the late Queen, and never offended 


againſt any known Law, I am juſtified 
in my own Conſcience, and unconcerned 
for the Life of an inſignificant old Man. 
But I cannot, without the higheſt Ingra- 
titude, be unconcerned for the beſt of 
Queens: A Queen who heaped upon 
me Honours and Preferments, though 
I never aſked for them; and, therefore, 


1 think myſelf under an Obligation to 


ic. 


vindicate her Memory, and the wg 4 
ſhe purſued, ro my dying Breath. 


O 2 * My 
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$94 Mewoins of the Lirr, bc. of 
„„ My Lord, 

Ir Miniſters of State, acting by the 
i immediate Commands of their Sovereign 
«are afterwards to be made accountable 
for their Proceedings, it may one Day or 
i other be the Caſe of all the Members of 
« this auguſt Aſſembly: I don't doubt, 
« therefore, that out of Regard to your- 
$6 ſelves, your Lordſhips will give me an 
t equitable Hearing; and 1 hope that in 
the Proſecution of this-Enquiry, it will 
appear, that I have merited not only the 


* ]ndulgence, but likewiſe the Favour of 
* the Government. | 


„% My TRY 


0 1 AM now to take my Leave of your 
60 Lordſhip, and of this honourable Houſe, 
6 perhaps, for ever ! I ſhall lay down my 


by C Life with Pleaſure in a Cauſe favoured 


„ by my late dear Royal Miſtreſs. And 
« when 1 conſider that I am to be judged 
& by the Juſtice, Honour and Virtue of 


« my Peers, I ſhall acquieſce and retire 
« with 


4 
; 8 x iba; 
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Lord Viſcount BOLINGBROKE. 3 


«© with great Content: And, my Lords, 
“God's Will be done 77. 


. He withdrew after making this pathetic 


— ſenſible: Speech, which did not prevett 


his being committed that Night to the 
Cuſtody of the Black- Rod, and on the 
16th of the ſame Month to the Tower. 
The Commons afterwards ſent up additi- 
onal Articles, and his Lordſhip put in a 
very long and very explicit Anſwer to the 
Whole, to which: the Commons replied, 

He continued, . however, a cloſe Priſoner 
till the Middle of the Summer, 1717, when 


a Day was appointed for his Trial in Feſt 


minſter-Hall ;- but the Houſe of Peers re- 
ſolving,. upon the Motion of the Lord 
Harcourt, that the Commons ſhould proceed 
firſt upon the eleventh Article which was 
that of High- Treaſon, and they refuſing 
to comply with that Method, this noble 
Lord, on the iſt of Faly in the Year bo- 
forementioned, was unanimouſly acquitted, 


Thus ended this Proſecution in reſpect to | 
him! 


Ix regard to the Lord Viſcount Boling-. 
O 3 broke, 


294 MuMoms of the Tyre, &c. of! 
broke, on the 6th of Auguſt. 1714, the 
| Commons ſent up Articles of Impeachment | 
againſt him, which were ſix in Number, 


and demanded that he ſhould be committed 


10 ſafe Cuſtody ; but being informed by a 


NMeſſage from the Houſe of Lords, that he 
was not to be found, they, on the 1oth of 
the ſame Month brought in a Bill to at- 
taint him of High- Treaſon, i in Caſe he did 
not ſurrender before the 1oth of September 
then next enſuing; and this Bill having 
paſſed both Houſes, and received the Royal 
Aſſent, he became, after the Time elapſed, 
attainted, by which he loſt his Honours, 
and an Eſtate of about two Thouſand five 
Hundred Pounds a Year.” The ſame Me- 
thod was purſued in all Reſpects, againſt 
the Duke of Ormond, who alſo withdrew, 
though there were many, and among(t 
them, ſome very warm. and ſenſibſe Whigs, 
who thought he would not have been hurt 
F he had ed z but ſome who, in his 
Opinion, were his Friends, believed the 
. 


. Iris very remarkable, that after all that 
+ had 
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| had been ſuggeſted,” there ĩs not a Word 
4 ſaid of any treaſonable Correſpondencies in 

either of the Acts of Attainder. It was al- 

ſo conceived at this Time, that it was a dan. 
gerous Precedent to conſtrue a. Correfpor- 
dence with the Queen's Enemies, with her 

Knowledge and Conſent, to be High- Tres- 

fon, more: eſpecially when it had been 
_ approved” by two Parliaments. It was 

much inſiſted upon by the Earl of Oxford 3 

particularly, that if they had been in any 

Degree conſcious of Guilt, or of any In- 

ö giſcsktion, that might be ſtrained into an 
Appearance of Guilt, they might eaſily | |; 
- | Have covered themſelves by an Act of 
. Indemnity, Aich as a Proof of their In- 
nocence, ey affirmed they had never fo 
much as aſked” or deſired. We may far- 
ther remember, \ that in the ſhort Seſſion 
after the Queen's Death, in which theſe 
"Miniſters had a great Influence; the civil 
Liſt was ſettled, the Pay of the Hanover 
Troops granted, and no other Mention. 
made of the Pretender, than what was oc- 
a caſioned by ſetting a very high Price upon 
his Head; Trom all WIRE it was inferred, 


dats ab. ww | end PI"; * 
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= © that the reigning King, and his illuſtrious 
Family, had no Reaſon to take Offence 


_ againſt either a Tory Miniſtry, or a Tory 


Parliament. But the ſuperior Order of 
Stateſmen and their Friends, who had not. 
yet had Leiſure to ſtudy Engliſs Parties, 
were entirely in another Way of thinking, 


_ his Lordſhip was thus cut off 
from his Majeſty's Subjects, by an Act of 


Attainder, his reſentment led him to enter 
into the Service of the Pretender; but as he 


took theſe Engagements in a Heat, To he 
quickly repented of and quitted them. 
This is the Account he gives himſelf, and 

it is all the Account that you can expect to 
have of it. His Enemies, indeed, carry it a 
Step farther ; they ſay that having provoked 


his late Majeſty by his Behaviour, he made 


his Peace by betraying him; but this he 


always poſitively denied, and put thoſe 
who aſſerted it upon the Proof of it. On 


the one Hand he never juſtified his own 
Conduct; ſo far from it, that he owned 
Reſentment, which was his only Motive, 
was a Motive of which he had Reaſon to 
be aſhamed, but he did not think it neceſ- 

ſary 


A” 
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ſary to add to this Confeſſion, a Submiſſion 
to the other imputation, and therefore he 
averred it to be falſe. We can ſcarce ex- 
pect to have a clear Account of theſe Mat- 
ters in our Times; perhaps, there will 
never be any clear Account of them. But 
be that as it will, it certainly does Honour 
to the Compaſſion and Clemency of the late 
King George, that, notwithſtanding this raſh 
Step, and without his taking any ſuch Me- 
thod as his Enemies ſuggeſt, he was gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to pardon him, or at leaſt to 
receive his humble Offers of Duty and Obe. 
dience, and to afford him, in Return, a Pro- 
miſe of Pardon. One of the brighteſt a- 
mongſt the: Royal Virtues, is Mercy; and 
we can attribute no other Deſign to the noble 
Perſon of whom we are ſpeaking, than a 
Deſire to illuſtrate that of his late Majeſty ; 
in the higheſt Degree, when he declared, 
in the moſt expreſs and public Manner, 
that it was extended to him unaſked and | 
unearned. We ſhall preſently ſee, that this 
was carried ſtill farther, with regard to the 
Extent of that Mercy, which his Majeſty, - 
out of his mere Goodneſs, meant to ſhew 

him. 
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Bur there is ſome Difficulty in fixing, 
the Time when this Event happened. 
The following Paſſage in one of his politi- 
cal Pieces, entitled, © a final Anſwer to 
the Remarks on the Craftſman*s Vindi- 
« cation,” may poſſibly bring us pretty 
near it. His Words are theſe ; ; 


* Tyx Craftſman ſaid; that ! the Mercy 
* of the late King was extended to the Gen- 
«+ fleman we ſpeak of, unaſted and un- 
c earned. That it was auncarned the Re- 
de marker thinks probable, and in thinking 
* fo, he gives the Lie to all his Fellow 
Scribblers, who have ſo often affirmed 
the Contrary. That it was unaſted, he 
& ſays, is a downright Falſchood. He 
e hath the Journal Book of the Houſe of 
* Commons before him, and there he finds 
4 that the Houſe was acquainted by his late 
«© Majeſty's Command, in April, 1725, that 
e this Gentleman had about ſeven Years 
& before made his humble Application and 
„% Submiſſion, &c. which his Majeſty ſo far 
©« accepted, as to give Encouragement to 


« * for ſome future Mark of his Ma- 
7s « jeſty's 


* «© exults, but here again the Effrontery and 


4 5 
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% Falſhoed which he charges on others will 
& recoil on bhimſelf. Who drew this Mi- 
& niſterial Meſſage, I know not, nor how 
t far the Style of it may be neceſſary, ac- 


cording to the Forms uſual on ſuch Occa - 


« ſions 3 but the Remarter might have 
. known, if, he had conſulted even, his 
% Patrons, that his Majeſty's Mercy had 
„% been extended to this Gentleman two 
Years before the ſeven there mentioned, 
and that this Mercy did not conſiſt in 
Encouragement to hope for ſome future 


* 


= 


Mark of his Majeſty's Favour, and Goods 


« neſs, but in a gracious and abſolute Pro- 
« miſe of his Favour, in the full Extent, 


.* which the Circumſtances of that Gentle- 


« man required. I may be the more bold 
« jn affirming this Fact, becauſe the noble 


. Lord, who delivered the Meſſage Tc quote, 


4 is ſtill alive, as ſome other Perſons are 


to whom his Jate Majeſty was pleaſ⸗ 


« ed to own that is Meſſage had been 


. delivered by. his Out, and to ex- 


preſs 
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this Paſſage, it ſeems that he received this 
Mark of the King's Mildneſs and Cle- 
mency ſome Time in the Year, 1716, and, 
perhaps, this will appear the- more proba- 
ble, if one conſiders, that upon the ſecond 
of Ju, in that Year, the King was graci- 
ouſly pleaſcd, by bis Letters Patents, to 
create his Father Sir Henry St. John, Ba- 
ronet, Viſcount Sr. John, and Baron of 
Batterſea," by which the Loſs. which the 
Family. ſuffered by the Attainder was re- 
Paired. But by what Application, or 
through what Interceſſion theſe Favours 
were obtained, I am able to give you 
very little or no light. J have indeed 
heard, that an honourable Perſon then in 
a great Employment, who had diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf as a General Officer in Spain, and 
who was afterwards created a Peer of this 
Realm, and was in high Favour with the 
| King to the Time of his Death, had a very 
9 Sreat Share therein; and from Dae proba- 
ble 
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ble Circumſtances, I am inclined to believe 9 


that this is not altogether deſtitute of Truth. 
However, it was no leſs than nine'Years, 


as T' judge from a Letter written by Denn 


"A "Swift, before he reaped the Fruit of his 
Majeſty's Indulgence, ſo far as to be able 
to return into this Kingdom, and to be 


put into à Condition of enjoying his Fa- 
ther's large Fortune, in Caſe he ſurvived 
He paſſed his Time 
while in France, partly in the Capital, and 


him, as he did. 


partly in the Country; for bis firſt Lady 


deing dead, he eſpouſed a Lady of great 


Merit, Niece to the famous Madame *ge 
NMaintenon, and who was the Widow of the 
„Marquis de Villette, with whom he had a 
very large Fortune, incumbered, however, 
with a long and troubleſome Law. ſuit. But 
With the Circumſtances of his private Liſe 
we have nothing to do. Such Enquiries 
might indeed gratify our Curioſity, but it 
will not be a Curioſity, which is laudable, 


becauſe no Man would approve ſuch a Diſ- 


poſition in another to pry into his Afﬀairs. 
His ä W and Partitularly 
tdmoſe 
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 . thoſe which have occaſioned you this Tru 
ble, very ſully prove, that neither in his 
Exile nor in thoſe Excurſions, which after. 
wards for the Sake of Amuſement, Health, 
or Buſineſs he made into France, did he 
abandon. himſelf to Indolence, or endea- 
vour to remove the Remembrance of his 
Misfortunes, by running into ſuch a Va. 
triety of Amuſements. as might occaſion a 
Diſſipation of his Ideas. On the Contrary 
it appears, that they were always collected, 
often reviewed, and that with all the Ad- 
vantages acquired by mature Reflection and 
great Experience, he ſtill retained his for- 
mer Sentiments, as to the Intereſt of his 
native Country in reſpect to foreign Af- 
fairs. But his Intereſt and his Inclination 
leading him to think of obtaining in an 
effectual Manner, the Benefits to which 
che King's Clemency gave bim a Title, 
an Application was made on his Behalf to 
Parliament, as has been before hinted, and 
of which the following is a ſuccinct Ac- 
count from the only authentic Vouchers i in 
N al 15 JON 
0 | ' Ox 


| the then Lord Finch having offered a Peti- 
tion of Henry Ss. Fobn, late Viſcount Bo. 


lingbroke, to be preſented to the Houſe, 


Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rabert 
Walpole, Eſq; ſignified upon this Motion, 
that he had received his Majeſty's'Com- 
mands to acquaint the Houſe, ** That the 
<< Petitioner had ſeven Years ſince made 
* his humble Application and Submiſſion 
& to his Majeſty, with Aſſurances of Duty, 
« . Allegiance and Fidelity, which his Ma- 
« jeſt y ſo far accepted, as to give him En- 


© couragement to h for ſome future 
S ope 
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On Tueſday, the 20th' of April 1723 


% Marks of his Majeſty's Grace and Good- 


te neſs, and that his Majeſty is ſatisfied 7 
<< that the Petitioner's Behaviour has been 


s ſuch as convinces his Majeſty that he is 
ce an Object of his Majeſty*s Mercy, and 
<« his Majeſty conſents that this Petition be 
ee preſented to this Houſe.” After which 


| the ſaid Petition was brought up and read, 
ſetting forth, That the Petitioner is truly 


4e concerned for his Offence, in not having 


« {ſurrendered himſelf, purſuant to the. | 
= * of an Act of the firſt Year f 


os _ 


ag 
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«his Majeſty's Reign, whereby the Peti- 
„ tioner was attainted of High-Treaſon, 
and forfeited all his real and perſonal 
% Eſtate, and by Reaſon thereof, had ſuf- 
fered very great Loſſes. That upon the 
„ Petitioner's Marriage, in 1700, Sir Wal- 
«©: #& St. Jobn, Baronet and the Right 
% Honourable the Lord Viſcount $7. John, 
the Petitioner's Grandfather and Father, 
together with the Petitioner, made a 
Settlement of their Family Eſtates, in the 
% Counties of Wilts, Surrey and Middle 
s ſex, all which Premiſſes, except a very 
„ ſmall Part thereof, are now in the Poſ- 
4 ſeſſion of the Petitioner*s Father, and the 
«.*Petitioner cannot become intitled thereto 
« for his Life, until after his Father's De- 
«ceaſe: That the Petitioner hath in moſt” 
<< humble and dutiful Manner made his Sub- 
ee miffion to his Majeſty, and given his Ma- 
« jeity the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances of his invio- 
& lable Fidelity, and of his Zeal for his Ma- 
40 jeſty's Service, and for the Support of the 
4 preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, which his 
.« Majeſty hath been moſt graciouſly pleaſed 
. to accept, and praying that Leave ** 

1 cc 
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« be given to bring in a Bill, for enabling 
* the Petitioner and the Heirs Male of his 


Body, notwithſtanding his ſaid Attainder, 


&* to take and enjoy the ſaid ſettled Eſtate, 
. according to the Limitations of the ſaid 
« Settlement, or other Aſſurances therein 
mentioned, and for enabling the Petiti - 
© oner to hold and enjoy any perſonal 
„ Eſtate, or Effects, whereof he now is, 
« or hereafter ſhall be poſſeſſed, and to 
«* inveſt the ſame in the Purchaſe of any 
% real or perſonal Eſtate within this King- 


„dom.“ After the reading of this Peti- 


Lord Finch moved, that a Bill be brought in 


tion, the Commons were ſent for to at- 
tend his Maieſty in the Houſe of Lords, 
and being returned to their own Houle, the 


2 wv. 


according to the Prayer of the late Viſcount J 


Bolingbroke's Petition. This Motion was 
ſeconded by Mr. Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, who having repeated Part of what he 


had already laid before the Houſe by the 
King's Command in the Petitioner's Be- 
half, added, he was fully ſatisfied, that he 
had ſufficiently atoned for his paſt Offences, 
2 . deſerved the Favour of that 


FG 
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Houſe, ſo far as to enable him to enjoy 
the Family Inheritance that was ſettled 
upon him, which, according to the Opinion 
of the beſt Lawyers, he could not do by 
| Virtue of his Majeſty's moſt gracious Par- 
don, without an Act of Parliament; the 
Truth of which was confirmed by the 
Attorney and Sollicitor General. 


1 this, 4 Sed a very warm 

Debate, as ſeveral Members were, extreamly 
againſt this Act of Indulgence z whereas 
others, in a very pathetic Manner, inſiſted 
upon the Reſpe& due to the Royal Meſ- 
ſage, and the Impropriety of labouring to 
defeat his Majeſty's Mercy and Goodneſs, 
which had in Effect been only exaggerated 
by the ſtrongeſt Arguments offered on the 
other Side. It was at length carried upon 
the Queſtion, by a Majority of one Hun- 
dred and ſeventeen, and a Bill purſuant to 
the Prayer of the Petition, was accordingly 
brought in by the noble Lord who made 
the Motion, and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. On the goth. of the ſame 
Month, the Bill was read a ſecond _ 
a 
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and committed to a Committee of the | 
whole Houſe, who were ordered to receive 


proper Clauſes for preſerving the Tnheri- _ 
trance of the Family Eſtate to the Tſe | 


Male of Henry Lord Viſcount $7. Jobn, in 


Caſe his eldeſt Son ſhould die without ſuch 


Hive. On the 3d of May, the Houſe re- 


ſolved itſelf into a Committee upon the faid 
Bill ; the Lord William Pawlet moved, that 
a Clauſe might be added to diſable the late 


Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke to ſit in either 


Houſe of Parliament, or to enjoy any Place 
of Truſt or Profit under his Majeſty, but 
this being oppoſed by the Chancellor of the 


Exchequer, it was upon the Queſtion re- 


jected by a Majority of ſeventy. On the 


sth of May, the ingroſſed Bill was read a 


third Time, paſſed, and ſent up to the 
Lords. It met, alſo, with ſome Oppoſition 
there, and upon the paſſing it there was 
one or two Proteſts, by about Half a Dozen 
Lords; and yet by the End of the Month, 
it was carried through, and, with the reſt 
of the Bills paſſed that Seſſions, received 


the Royal Aſſent. 


In 
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lx the Year following this Tranſaction; 
he thought proper to embark again in po- 
litical Diſputes, and wrote during the ſhort 
Remainder of that Reign, and for many 
Years under the preſent, with great Free- 
dom and Boldneſs againſt the Meaſures that 
were purſued. This drew upon him, as 
might be naturally expected, ſome perſonal 
Attacks, in Anſwer to which, after ac- 
Enowledging with Reſpect and Humility 
the late King's Mercy. and Goodneſs, he 
aſcribed all the Effects he had met with 
from it ſolely to the King, affirming at the 

fame Time, that he had Reaſon, if ever 
Man had Reaſon, to diſclaim all Obliga- 
tion to the Miniſter ; to whom, he ſaid, it 
was owing, that he did not receive all the 
Effefts of Royal Mercy that were intended 
him; but what was intended by this, or 
what he farther expected, we no where find. 


-I-nave not the leaſt Inclination, and as 
Hetle Capacity, to enter into this Diſpute. 
Great Men have very often ſtrong Reſent- 
ments, and when theſe have riſen to a 
certain Height, they are not to be either 


4 ; calmed 
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calmed or cooled, It becomes a Pon of 
Honour to purſue them, and as every great 
Man, or great Genius never fails to have g 
Crowd of Dependants, who affect to be 


thought: Men of Paris by applauding bis; 
ſo thoſe who ſtand without the Influences 


of this Yortex, contemplate the Motion of 
theſe Syſtems at their Leifure, and think 
themſelves at Liberty to remark on. their 
Phenomena, without regarding any Thing 


but * Truth of their Remarks. 


Turs Stateſman, who was now become 
more able to aſſiſt in this than in any former 
Oppoſition, and who from the Circum- 
ſtances he was in, took that Share in it to 
which he was beſt ſuited, ſoon diſtinguiſhed 


himſelf by a Multitude of Pieces, which, 


as they are in every Body's Hands, I need 
not mention particularly nor ſhould I have 
mentioned them at all, but for the Sake of 
a few Obſervations, which I think may ex- 


plain and illuſtrate the Character I have at- 
tempted to draw for your Information, 


without Injury to his Memory of whom I 


am ſpeaking, and who with all his Paſſions 
and 


n „ 


FF „ 4 
oy ä . . 8 5 Q 8 
r — N * 7 D => Toy A T%. "54 2 7 
3 * * MODS td! 
| 9 5 | 
o py 1 
9 - 


2310 Memos of the Lire, &c. of 
and all his Faults, will be — 
by Poſterity in general, as I think he is by 
the Majority of the preſent Age, to have 
been in many Reſpects one of the moſt ex- 
er Perſons who adorned it. 


. We a ind indeed juſtly, Nader 
ſuch Writers as have an Opportunity of 
being practically as well as ſpeculatively 
acquainted with the Subjects on which they 
write. Demoſthenes and Cicero were Stateſ- 
men as well as Orators. Cæſar was con- 
ſpicuous for his Learning as well as his Abi- 
lities in the Camp and in the Cabinet: His 
Commentaries are a Proof of it, and the Cri- 
tic ſpoke truly, who ſaid, that he wrote 
with the ſame Spirit with which he fought. 
Machiavel was alike verſed in Buſineſs 
and in Books, and that is the true Reaſon 
why his Merit is confeſſed even by thoſe 
who abhor his Maxims, In our own 


Country, the Writings of Sir Walter 
Raleigh, and the noble Hiſtorian are Juſtly 
eſteemed at a higher Rate than thoſe of 
Men who had not the like Opportunities 
of penetrating to the very Bottom of the 

Springs 
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Springs and Cauſes 'of thoſe Tranſactions, 
which they undertook to examine and 
to criticiſe as well as to record. From the 
very fame Motives the Works of this in- 
genious Writer have merited, and in all 


Probability will continue to merit Atten- 


tion and Applauſe, He was a Stateſman, 
an Orator, a Leader of a Party, was brought 
into Buſineſs early, purſued it through the 
moſt vigorous Part of his Life, enjoyed the 
Smiles, endured the Frowns of Fortune, 
and was beſides a Man of Learning, re- 
flection and Wit. With all theſe Qualities, 
and I think his Enemies will hardly deny 
that he had them all, he could ſcarce wnite 
any Thing that did not deſerve to be read, 
and to be ſtudied. When I ſay this, I con- 
fine myſelf to the Subjects to which theſe 
Characters belong, for he ſometimes made 
Excurſions into others, of which he nei- 


ther was, nor could be expected to be a 


perfect Maſter, and upon them he wrote 
like other Men. I ſhould be ſorry that 


you took your Politicks from Prieſts, but 


I ſhould be in more Pain if I thought you 
in ay. Danger of receiving your Religion 


from 
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from a Polnician. I give you this Hint, 


| and I need ſay no more, for true Religion 
s the only Baſis upon which human Hap- 


pineſs can be founded. He who builds 
upon it, as the great Author of it truly 
ſaid, builds upon a Rock, againſt which 
"2H and Tempeſts beat in vain. He 
who builds upon another, will find it ſooner 
or later a ſandy Foundation, and great will 
be his Fall. But to return to his 
Writings. | 


| Tur great Use he makes of Hiſtory, is 
a ſignal Inſtance of his having a true Ge- 


nius for Politicks; for thoſe are either Pe- 


dants, or Scholars of a lower Form, who 
endeavour to illuſtrate general Maxims from 
hiſtorical Facts, which they cannot be ſaid 
ſo properly to bring as to bend them. 
Our noble Author takes quite another 


Road, and extracts his Maxims from Hiſ. 


tory, chiefly from our own Hiſtory. Ma- 
cbiavel did the ſame by the Roman Hiſſory, 
and wrote a Hiſtory of his own Country, 
that carries in it a Vein of political Rea- 


| 0 obvious to any competent Judge. 
But 


„ mu.” om an 


— 
——— 
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But when I commend this Kind of  Wri- 'Y 
ting, and\inftance him as a very maſterly 
Writer in this Way; I am very far from 
intending that you ſhould impkeitly em- 

brace whatever he delivers. It is right to 

read an eminent Author with Reverence, it it 

is wrong to carry this Notion higher, and 6 
venerate the Productions of any human 

Pen as if they were ſacred Scripture. The 

ableft Writers, and more eſpecially politi- 
cal Writers, are Men of like Natures, and 
| of like Paſſions with ourſelves, and, conſe. ; 
ö quently are far from being infallible: Our 

I Author frequently gives us Inſtances of "this; t = 
he cortects the noble Hiſtorian, for giving 
ſuth a Character of the firſt Duke of Bucking- 

bam as is incompatible with his Actions. It 

may” be vou will find himſelf ſometimes 

warping our Hiſtory for his own Conveni- 

ency, and leſs ſollicitous to repreſent paſt 

Events truly, than under Colour of relating 

them, to point out the Secret of ſome far : 

» more modern Tranſactions. Tou muſt, 

> I therefore, take Care not to be the Dupe of 

” JF fuch Inſinuations; but muſt keep your 

. 285 ws and Attention awake, remem- 

it P bering 
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bering always, that whether you adopt or 
differ from his Notions, you are ſure of 


deing improved by the Peruſal. Without 
this independent Spirit, there is nothing 


more dangerous than to take Books of this 
Kind into your Hand, There is no Kind 
of Servitude- ſo deſpicable, as the Slavery 
of the Underſtanding, Be ſure then to take 
nothing upon Truſt, ſift the Evidence of 
Facts to the Bottom, conſider. what other 
Writers have ſaid, obſerve the Connection 
of his Remarks, and don't be captivated 
with great Names. Study well his Method 
of Writing, review his Arguments ſtrictly, 


queſtion his Concluſions freely, and bear it 


conſtantly in your Mind, that when I put 
_ theſe Books into your Hands, it is that you 
may judge of the Sentiments they contain 
and not like a School- -boy to learn your 


Leſſon, 


. © Tazsz2 Cautions you muſt, alſo, take 
along with you in reading his little Stories, 
Viſions and Allegories, which if you do 
not examine with Circumſpection, you may 
fometimes mh his true Meaning, and 

| where 


IC 


ficult Taſk, and a Fatigue to which you 
are not willing to be expoſed, you muſt be 
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Where you reach that, may not be always 
in Poſſeſſion of the Truth. If you com- 


plain of this, as being an arduous and dif- 


content to quit this Kind of Reading. But 
if you take this Reſolution, be ſure to im- 
pute it to the right Cauſe, that is, to your 
own Indolence, and not to the Authors 


Obſcurity. Men of ſhallow Underſtandin ds, 
_ circumſcribed ' Knowledge, and who 'arg 


unacquainted with the Arts of Writing, 
vill be puzzled and perplexed even in their 
Endeavours at Perſpicuity. But be aſſured 


that an Author, who has Parts, Learning 


and ſtrong Senſe, if be is ever dark, he*jg 
dark by Deſign, tells Stories where he dares 


not relate Facts, gives you a Dream be- 


cauſe he cannot give you a Deſcription, 
and repreſents in Allegory, what the Cir- 


him to expreſs any other Way. Thoſe 
who diſlike the Spirit he endeavours to 
raiſe, will treat this as a Libel; thoſe who 
are in the ſame Sentiment, will ſee nothing 
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cumſtances of the Times will not. allow 


but what is laudable in this latent Satire. 


P 2 To 
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To diſtinguiſh which is in the Right, is 
the Buſineſs of a judicious Reader; but 
previous to this, he muſt diſtinguiſh the 
apparent and the concealed Meaning. A 


Facility of doing this, will be of great Uſe 
in reading all Polemical Writings; for they 


are miſtaken, who fancy that the Chemiſts 
only have their Cabala, for in Fact it be- 
longs more or leſs to moſt other Sciences, 
to Politicks eſpecially, and to Politicks in 
this Nation particularly. I ſhould be ſorry 
to ſee you employ your Pen in this 
Way, but to underſtand a Parable, 
and to know the Senſe of hidden Say- 
ings, is very frequently a Thing of 
great Uſe. For now and then you will 
meet with Strokes of this Kind, in 
Books where you may * little ſuf- 


pect them. 


- In the Profecution of this ſt Con- 
troverſy, he found himſelf obliged from 
the Beginning to recommend the Earl of 
| Oxford's old Scheme, under the new 
Title of a Coalition of Parties ; for the 
Torics were by this Time out of any 

| Condition 


rr 
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Condition to aim at Places! and Power, 4 
except as Avxiliaries 4 and in doing this 1 
many of them acted but with a bad ö 
Grace,, more eſpecially towards the lat; 
N ter End of the Struggle, when they 
ö began to ſuſpect the Fidelity of their 
ö new F riends, and were a little fqueamiſh 
: on behaving in dire& Oppoſition to their 
g old Principles. His Lectures, however, 


were the principal Means of keeping Peo- 

; ple together; and it muſt be confeſſed to 

( his Cocke as A political Writer, | that 

p he managed the whole Affair with the 4 
, utmoſt Dexterity, and very happily threw. / Þ 
I out a Syſtem of Policy, ſo curiouſly con- # 4 
* trwed, that a Man might enter into, and 
A: purſue the publick Buſineſs of the Na- 

1 


_—_ } 4 


tion; if with any Propriety, a Con- 
troverſy carried on for the Sake of Power, 
by any Set of Men, in any Place what- 
ever, may be ſo called; without deſert- F 
q ing, in his own Opition at leaſt, his 
private Notions in Government, He was ö 1 J 
very ſenſible, however, that though. this | 
was the beſt Expedient, yet it was no 
more than an Expedient ; and that how 
9 well 


" 2 5 W 4 a * VE) Ay" . 
q N _ y * . OI 4 4 of g + 4 , ? N 
a _ »..4 TC 2 . * 
+ 5 * $ 4 FC wy * — 1 N 7 4 17 1 
of wn, 5 o by . 
. . 5 
+ - 


= Mauelns of: e ar. ef 1 
well ſoever the Threads of Party might 
be twiſted, they would infallibly ſeparate, 
and ſhew. themſelves when the Line of 
Oppoſition was cut. He was too wiſe, 
too well verſed in Mankind not to ſee 
it, and he did ſee it; for thus he ex- 
claimed when that Cord was in a Man- 
ner between the Sheers: I expected 
* little from the principal Actors that 
«* tread the Stage at preſent. They are 
divided not ſo much as it has ſeemed, 
40 and as they would have it believed, 
about Meaſures; the true Diviſion is 
about their different Ends. Whilſt 
| the Miniſter was not hard pulhed, 
nor the Proſpect of ſucceeding to him 
near, they appeared to have but one 
« End, the Reformation of the Govern- 
e ment. The Deſtruction of the Mi- 
« niſter was purſued only as a Prelimi- 
* nary, but of eſſential and indiſpen- 
fable Neceſſity to that End. But when 


552 his Deſtruction ſeemed to approach, 


60 the Object of his Succefſion interpoſed 


« to the Sight of many, and the Re- 
«« formation of the Government was no 


longer 


* 


g 
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longer their Point of View. They 
„ divided the ſkin, at leaſt in their 
1 Thoughts, before they had taken the 
0 r Beaſt, and the common Fear of hunt- 

« ing him down for others, made them 
4 all faint in the Chace.“ | 


„ 8 


| 6 though te” had 600 much Senſe, 
tand too much Experience to be de- 
ceived, he had too high a Spirit to de- 

ſpair. Almoſt in the ſame Breath with 


bd 


5 that Soliloquy, he ſubjoins this Exhor- 
5 tation to his Pupil. When 1 ſay 
f t that I expect helle from the principal 
G Actors that tread the Stage at preſent, 
1 % am far from applying to all of 
e | them, what I take to be true of the 
þ «far greateſt Part. There are Men a- 
* „ mong them who certainly intend the 
4 +. Good of their Country, and whom [ 
4 love and honour for that Reaſon. But 
_ „ theſe Men have been clogged, or miſe 
© ed, or over-borne by others, and ſeduced 
d t by natural Temper to Inactivity, have 
5 &« taken any Excuſe, or yielded to any 


94 Pretence that favoured it, That they | 
r = ys 4 * ſhould 
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« ſhould roufe, therefore, in themſelves, 
* or in any one elſe, the Spirit they 
have ſuffered, nay, helped to die a- 
% way, I do not expect. I turn my 
« Eyes from the Generation that is go- 
ing off, to the Generation that is 
* coming on the Stage. I expect Good 
from them, and from none of them 
© more than from you.” Thus at the 
very Moment, you would think he had 
Joſt all his Hopes, he diſcovers that 
be had conceived freſh,. that he was 
content to vary his Direction, and to 
ſeek in a new Way, what could not be 
reached by the old. He explains this 
more fully at the Cloſe of another little 
Piece. Let me, therefore, conclude 
«by repeating, fays he, that Diviſion 
has cauſed all the Miſchief we lament; 
„that Union can alone retrieve, and that 
«.a great Advance towards this Union, 
„ was the Coalition of Parties, ſo hap- 
” pily begun, Jo ſucceſsfully carried on, 
e and of late fo unaccountably neglected, 
* to ſay no worſe. But let me add, 


=, that this Union can never be com- 
« plat, 


— 
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ec pleat, till it become an Uaion of the 
% Head with the Membets, as well as 
« of the Members with one another, 
on © and that ſuch an Union can never be 
« expected till Patriotiſm fills the Throne; 


* and Faction be baniſhed from the Ad 
* miniſtration. At the Winding · up ot 


bis Idea of a Patriot King, after a glo- 
rious Proſpect of this, or indeed of any 
Country under ſuch a Monarch, his laſt 
Raptures are theſe. Thoſe who live 


% to ſee ſuch happy Days, and to a& 


« in ſo glorious a Scene, will, perhaps, 


« call to Mind, with ſome. Tenderneſs 


« of Sentiment, when he is no more, 
« a Man, who contributed his Mite. to 


« carry on fo good a Work, and who 


« defired Life for nothing, ſo mich as 


„ to ſee a King of Great-Britain the | 


© moſt popular Man in his Country, 
« and a Patriot King at the Head of 


« an united People.“ What he meant, 
perhaps, as a Compliment, is become a 


Kind- of Prophecy. It may ſerve as a. 


monumental Inſcription ; if it had been 


more extended, it would have been a 


S & Sort 


__ 
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Sort of Funeral Oration of himſelf up- 
en himſelf. It ſeems, he delighted to 
45 laft,.. in regarding diſtant Proſpects, 
and out the Idea of Diſſolution, 
by»ooftemplating the Effects of his po- 
Doclrines in Ages beyond his own. 
Is the fame Way Epicurus comforted 
| himſelf under à Fit of the Stone; the 
Uke Turn of Mind is diſfcoverable' in 
Cicero, and others I could mention. In- 
- deed if this were all, if Exiſtence ceaſ- 
ed with the laſt Gaſp, the Obſeryation 
at the Head of my Letter would be 
true, and in this Senſe is actually true 
of him, whatever ſome may fancy, and 
others may affect to fancy; for while 
either Faction or Freedom remains in 
this Country, this great Man's Wri- 


_ tings will have their Merit and their 
k le” | 


10 . ; 
run 55 W had; but what ] 
| n be underſtood to mean is, that they 
Will have it now in an advanced and ex- 
ERA Death, in removing 
him out of the Reach of Envy, and the 
Rage 
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and fixed the Immortality of his Writings. 


Their Reputation will now reſt upon their 4 


own Merit, without fuffering any Dimi- 


nution fr a the Failings of their Author. 
Fajlings he had; and who has them net? 


Were the Miniſters he oppoſed without 
Failings? But theſe did not infect his Wri- 


tings. Thoſe were Products of his cooler 


Hours, and ſhew us the noble Efforts of a 


great Genius, when conducted and ſup- 4 


ported by Experience. Fhey open to us, 


all the ſecret Springs, and hidden. Me- 


chanifm, not of our Conſtitution, for that 


is nobly plain, and gracefully ſimple; but 
of the executive Powers, and the Admini- 


ſtration of Government; how theſe may be 


diſordered, ſpoiled and broken ; how this 


may be diſcerned from the Motions of the 
MACHINE, and how theſe Errors 
may be repaired or prevented. While nge 


lived, his Teſtimony was ever impeached 


all his Acuteneſs, all his Sagacity are now 
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Rage of Jealouſy, has extended the Utility, 


by a Suggeſtion, that his Aim was to have 
the Direction of the PENDULUM. 
That can be ſaid no more. All his Skill, 


uſeleſe 4 
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uſeleſs to the ARTIST: But we are 
conſoled for this, by the Conſideration 

that they may be fo much the more uſe- 
ful to his and our Country. My 
Pen has been employed in ſhewing you 
this is no Panegyrick; but a juſt Trikute 
to Merit, and the reſt of the World will 
gradeally learn this from the Writings 
themſelves, which will be now read with 
kſs Prejudice and more Reſpect. His 
Writings are the MoxuMENTS which he 
conſecrated to Poſterity; and though he is 
now no more, THESE will laſt FOR 
EVE R. 


Ir, after this, you expect any farther 
Character of him from me, I know my 
own Abilities too well to make the At- 
tempt: But here is one drawn by an able 
and noble Pen, and which appeared about 
the Time he died, or, at leaſt, a very 
Lo fittle before it. Lord Bolingbroke had 
« early made himſelf Maſter of Books 
« and Men: But in his firſt Career of 
« Life, being immerſed at once in Bu- 
« ſineſs and Pleaſure, he ran through 


a Variety 
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a Variety of Scenes in a ſurprizing- = 
* and eccentric Manner. When his Paſ- 


© fions ſubſided by Years and Diſappoint- 
4 ments, and when he improved his ra» 


« tional Faculties by more grave Studies 
« and Reflection, he ſhone out in his Retire- 
« ment, with a Luſtre peculiar to himſelf, 
ee though not ſeen by vulgar Eyes. The + 
« gay Stateſman was changed into a Phi- 
% loſopher, equal to any of the Sages of 
„ Antiquity, The Jiſdom of Socrates,” 
<« the Dignity and Eale of Pliny, and the 
Wit of Horace appeared in all his Writ- 
<« ings and Converſation.” You cannot 
deſire a Picture more highly finiſhed? 7 F 


He ſurvived his Father, Henry, Lord, 
Viſcount St. John, nine Years and ſeven 
Months; but he did not ſurvive to his 
Age by eleven Years; though at the Time 
of his Deceaſe, he wanted but one of Four- 
ſcore. He out-lived his ſecond Lady, and 
all his Brothers. He reſided for ſeverat © 
Years, and breathed his laſt in the ancient 
Family Seat at Batterſea; a Circumſtance . 1 


he carneſtly wiſhed, and took Care, by his 
laſt 
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laſt Will and Teſtament; to ſecure his Writ- 


ings from Oblivion or Interpolation. To 
theſe Particulars, when J add that he died 
November the fifteenth, 1751, I hope I have 
fully diſcharged my Promiſe, and given 
you all the Lights you can reaſonably 
expect, with regard to his perfonal and 
political Hiſtory. I am confident that I 
have done it with great Tmpartaltty,' as I 
ſhould be very ſorry either to injure the 
Dead or the Living in your Opinion, 
which I take to be the moſt unworthy 
Method of repaying the Confidence repoſ- 
ed in their Seniors, by young Men, who 
are generally without Art themſelves, and, 
therefore, not ſuſpicious of it in others. 


Bro I cloſe this Epiſtle, long as it 
is, permit me, at parting, to give you a 
Title good Advice; for that you will hear 
this patiently, beheve it cordial, and uſe 
it as Occaſion requires, is the only Reward 
I have ſtipulated for my Pains. - In the firſt 
Place, then, be true and ſteady in your old 
Taſioned Belief, and do not part with your 


Bible 
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Bible becauſe you cannot perfectly under- 
ſtand the Chronology or the Geography of 
it. The main Points, thoſe that teach us to 
| live happily here, and to hope more perfect . 
Happineſs hereafter, are plain enough; and 
though you were taught all this in the Nur- 
ſery, give me Leave to aſſure you, that it 
will give you much more Comfort on your 
Death-bed, than any of the new-fangled - 
Opinions. This Principle once fixed, there 
is no Fear of your being miſled in your No- 
tions of Patriotiſm, for you will never be 
brought to think, that you may ſeem one 
Thing, and be another; that it is worth 
| while, for the Sake of any Thing that can 
be enjoyed in this tranſitory State, to fore- 
go Peace of Mind, and the Pleaſure of 
being Independant. In Reality, it is the J 
forgetting we are not always to remain here, 
that induces Men to do what would ſcarce 
be excuſable, if it really was ſo. But per- 
haps, you may have Children, and you 
would be glad to leave ther, —— the 
honeſt Reputation, and the fair Exampleof 


their. Father, I hope: I am ſure. you can 
leave them nothing better. 


Is 
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Ix is poſſible you may. think it your Duty, 
to engage in Scenes of public Life. I will 
not deny that it may be ſo, but give me 
Leave to put you in Mind, that this No- 
tion ought to be very ſtrictly ſifted, for ! 
| © have known many a young Man take the 
Whiſper of his own Vanity for the Voice of 
his Daty. Be ſure, therefore, to be very 
clear in this Point, and be, alſo, ſure of ano- 
ther, that it never can be a Man's Duty to 
undertate what he has not Abilities to per- 
form. Theſe I am perſuaded are in your 
Power, but let them be in your Paſſeſſian 
too before you embark in Buſineſs. To ſerve 
the Public is a noble Thing. Very true! 
and, except the Service of GOD, it is the 
only Service that is noble. Be ſure, there- 
fore, if ever you enter into this Service, that 
you never let it eſcape your Memory, you 
are a Servant, and that you cannot be an 
honeſt Servant, if you either negle& or be- 
tray your Truſt. But as Service implies 
Dependance and Confinement, you will be 
ure, when you have done your Duty, to 
deſite to become your wn Maſter again. 


* 
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If you do not feel this Inclination, you may 
rely upon it, that you are not in Service ; 


but have ſome Way or other changed S. 


tions, and are no longer under the Domini. 
on of thoſe Principles upon which you ſet 


out; and to which, therefore, if you are | 
prudent, you will make Haſte to return; 


for if you do not, I can eafily foreſee, the 
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next Diſcovery you make, will be, that you 


are in ſome other Service, which, in the 


End, will beget Diſquiet and Diſcredit, from 


which, if it be not your own Fault, you 


may be always free : Your Anceſtors hav- 


ing, by their Attention and Kindneſs, left 


you without any Care but that of being true 


to Ways 


Tux are e indeed Times, I TO: pray 
you may never ſee ſuch, when the Voice of 
Duty is too loud, and too diſtin, either 
not to be heard, or to be miſtaken. Times 
when the Conſtitution is in Danger, and 
when no Man worthy the name of a Britow - 
can be tame and unconcerned. In ſuch Times, 
if you ſhould ever ſee them, follow the 


Difates of your Conſcience, and act like a 


„ 
8 eee ee 


9 
. * * 1 
3 
= - 
— 1 — 
= 
o 
* * 1 


330 Mecoins of the Ia &c. of &c. 


.. z for when the Houſe is on Fire, it is 


not only rank Cowardice, but downright 


= fly to ſncak into a Cloſer, and fancy you 
= are ſafe, becauſe you do not ſee the Flames. 


In the Day of Tranquillity, the Character 


of a loyal Subjef, and an honeft Gentleman 


is Fame ſufficient : If to this, when called 
to it by your: Country, you add that of a 
diſintereſted and able SenATOR, I look upon 


your Happineſs ſecure, and your . 


lion at its full Extent. d 


